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PREFACE. 



In retiring from a charge of such extent and 
importance as the Vicarage of Sedgley, and pre- 
senting to my late parishioners this volume of 
farewell discourses, I take the opportunity of 
putting into their hands a summary account of 
various measures, which have been commenced 
or carried on, during the eleven years of my in^ 
cumbency, for increasing the efficiency of the 
church in their parish. For though this review 
of the past must make me reflect with pain, how 
much more I might have done, and ought to 
have done, for their good, I hope that it will also 
dispose those who are most deeply concerned, to 
feel a more lively interest in promoting the suc- 
cess of the several undertakings here mentioned. 
May He, from whom alone all good proceeds, 
prosper the work of our hands, and incline our 
hearts to ascribe all the glory to his most holy 
name ! 

Of the Churches in the Parish. 

In the year 1825 subscriptions were entered 
into, for rebuilding the parish church of Sedgley. 
A grant of 500/. had been voted by the incor- 
porated Church Building Society, and consider- 
able progress had been made in raising the funds; 
when the following letter was received by one of 
the members of the committee, from the late 
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VI PREFACE. 

Earl of Dudley^ then Viscount Dudley and 
Ward: 

Park Lane, Fehrtmry I4th, 1826. 

'Mt was all along my intention to do more 
than I engaged to do towards rebuilding the 
church at Sedgley, provided the parish shewed 
itself willing to contribute handsomely. 

'' The subscription has not fallen short of my 
expectations ; and what I now propose is to re- 
build the parish church at my own sole expense, 
upon the plan already agreed upon, with this 
condition; that the subscribers to the church 
should agree to transfer their subscriptions to 
the intended chapel. In that case there is no 
doubt but that the Society for Building Churches, 
would consent to apply their «500/. to the same 
purpose, and the commissioners for disposing of 
the sum given by Parliament would give such an 
addition as would defray the expense of building 
a chapel large enough to contain 2000 persons. 

" If this plan meets with your own approba- 
tion, I will beg of you, as one of those that 
shewed the most zeal in promoting the subscrip- 
tion, to take such steps as you think necessary 
for communicating it to the body of subscribers, 
and ascertaining whether they will consent to it.*' 

This proposition was acceded to, with thank- 
fulness, on the part of the parishioners. And 
upon the strength of the subscription to be trans- 
ferred. His Majesty's Commissioners for Build- 
ing Churches undertook to build a church at 
Coseley. In the spring of 1826, the benefice 
of Sedgley, which had been nearly six months 
vacant, was filled up. And Lord Dudley, who 
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had waited to submit his plans to the new vicar, 
commenced the work of rebuilding the parish 
church, lajring the first stone on the 9th of 
September, 1826. 

The following inscription was deposited with 
the stone : 

ECCLESIAM D£ SEDOLEY 

VETUSTATE LABEFACTATAM 

AMPLIOREM A SOLO RESTITUIT 

JOHANNES GULIELMUS VICECOMES DUDLEY £T 

WARD 

OPUS INCHOATUM 

SEPTEMBRIS IX A D MDCCCXXVI 

VICARIO C 6IRDLEST0NE 
AEDITUIS J T PEREDAY J WHITE 
ARCHITECTO T LEE * 

The old church was not capable of accommo- 
dating more than 404 persons, and these all in 
appropriated seats. The new one holds in pews 
595, in free seats 714; total 1309. It was built 
from plans supplied by the late Thomas Lee, jun., 
Esq., architect; at an expense exceeding 10,000/. 
It was opened for divine service on July 6th, 
1829; but as some part of the old tower re- 
mained, it did not require fresh consecration. 
It bears the following inscription over the west 
entrance : 

REBUILT BY 

JOHN WILLIAM 

EARL OF DUDLEY 

JULY 6 

1829. 

* Which may be thus translated : Sedgley Church being 
ancient and in ruinous condition, was rebuilt and enlarged by 

a4 
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Five gentlemen, resident in the neighbouring 
parishes, were appointed under a faculty to allot 
the pews. Their award is deposited with the 
Bishop's registrar at Lichfield. And a duplicate 
of the award is in the charge of the Vicar of 
Sedgley. 

The parochial church committee, relieved by 
Lord Dudley's bounty from the burden of their 
original undertaking, resolved upon furnishing 
and adorning the new church with an organ, and 
stained glass for the east window. They have 
also effected some other improvements and em« 
bellishments ; as the removal of the pulpit and 
desk to a more convenient situation, the erection 
of a sounding board, and the addition of lanterns 
in the ceilings of the side galleries, for the ad- 
mission of light and air. The funds devoted to 
these objects were chiefly raised by congrega- 
tional collections. The expenditure of the com- 
mittee has exceeded 860/. 

In pursuance of the plan suggested in the 
letter of Lord Dudley, application was made to 
His Majesty's Commissioners, for aid in building 
a new church at Coseley, for the accommodation 
of the most populous part of the parish of Sedg- 
ley. And upon consideration of the case, they 
determined upon building a church to hold 2000 
persons, which has since been consecrated, by 
the name of Christ Church, Coseley. Towards 
the expense of building this church the Commis- 
sioners expected to receive the parochial subscrip- 
tion, which by a letter, bearing date November 

John William, Viscount Dudley and Ward ; who began this 
work on the 9th September, 1826; the then Vicar being C. 
Girdlestone ; the churchwardens J. T. Fereday, and J. White ; 
the architect, T. Lee. 
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ITthj 18S5, was reported to them as amounting 
to 2600/. Owing however to the death of some 
parties, and to the failure of others^ the com- 
mittee have been unable to collect more than 
21521, 9s. Od.'y the whole of which has been paid 
over to the Commissioners ; the names of both 
the paid and unpaid subscriptions being duly 
entered in the church committee book, deposited 
at the vicarage. Notwithstanding this deficiency, 
His Majesty^s Commissioners completed the 
church, as originally proposed. The first stone 
was laid by the late diocesan, Bishop Ryder, on 
the 9th of August, 18^7, bearing the following 
inscription : 

AUGUST THE NINTH 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 

ONE THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED 

AND TWENTY SEVEN 

THIS FIRST STONE WAS LAID BY 

HENRY LORD BISHOPOF LICHFIELD ANDCOVENTRY 

THE GROUND GIVEN BY 

JOHN WILLIAM VISCOUNT DUDLEY AND WARD 

AND THROUGH THEIR ENCOURAGEMENT 

THE BUILDING UNDERTAKEN 

BY VOLUNTARY SUBSCRIPTION 

WITH THE AID OF THE COMMISSIONERS OF 

HIS MAJESTY GEORGE THE FOURTH. 

It contains in pews 768, in fi:ee seats 1231 ; 
total, 1999. 

The architect was T. Lee, junior, esq. The 
cost of the building, by contract, was 9557/. 7^. Id. 
It was consecrated in 1830. 

The parish had to fence and furnish it, as well 
as to provide a residence for the minister, and 
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some endowment in aid of the scanty income 
arising from the pew rents. Considering the 
difficulties thus entailed upon them, and weighing 
also this circumstance^ that the population of the 
parish is spread over an extensive district, it is 
much to be regretted, that the large sum laid 
out in Coseley Church, was not spent in building 
and endowing two churches of more moderate 
dimensions. 

It was in the fencing and furnishing the new 
churches at Sedgley and Coseley, that the late 
churchwardens incurred a very heavy debt, by 
several successive orders of vestry ; for the pay- 
ment of which expenses a rate was afterwards 
granted. But advantage having been taken of 
some supposed technical informalities in the rate, 
several parties refused to pay their assessment. 
The churchwardens were thus left personally 
responsible for a debt, amounting to a thousand 
pounds and more, a great part of which is still 
unpaid. 

St. James's Church Lower Gomall, built as a 
chapel of ease to the parish of Sedgley, was 
commenced in the year 1815, opened for divine 
servicein 1817, and consecrated in 18^3; thencon- 
taining in pews ^97, in free seats 303 ; total 600. 
It cost about 1000/. The expense of its erection 
was defrayed by public subscription; the chief 
contributor being Viscount Dudley and Ward, 
father of the late Earl, who also endowed it with 
land and building, to the amount of 151. annual 
income, besides the pew rents, which average 
30/. more. 

By the deed of endowment it is provided that 
one fifth part of this income shall be available 
for the repairs of the building ; the patronage of 

10 
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the church is reserved to Viscount Dudley, and 
his heirsy and by way of compensation an annual 
payment of 51. is secured to the Vicar of Sedgley. 
This deed is dated, November 9th, 1822. It is 
registered at Lichfield, and a copy of it is de- 
posited in the parish chest at the Vicarage ^ 

A debt having been left upon this building, a 
new committee was formed in the year 1831, by 
whose exertions the debt was paid off; a sub- 
stantial fence was built round the churchyard, 
and some few other improvements made and 
paid for. The expenditure of this committee 
amounted to 180/. In the present year the 
church has been enlarged, by means of grants 
from the Incorporated and the Diocesan Socie- 
ties, together with subscriptions obtained in the 
neighbourhood. It was reopened for divine 
service, June 18th 1837; now containing 950 
persons. Most of the room thus gained has 
been laid out in free seats. And one important 
feature in the alterations is this, that the chil- 
dren of the schools are ranged all round the 
fronts of the three galleries. In this position 
their conduct is readily observed by the officiating 
minister before them, and by their parents in the 
free seats behind them ; whilst they themselves 
are much more likely to be interested in the 
service, than when placed, as is frequently the 
case, L some remote corner of the building, 
where they can neither see, nor hear, nor be 
properly overlooked. 

It was on the re-opening of this church that 
the sermon which stands the eleventh in this 
volume was preached. 

^ Catalogue of the registers in this parish chest will be 
found in page xx. 
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A fourth church has been lately built on the 
confines of the parish of Sedgley, adjoining 
Wolverhampton, and Bilston, of which a more 
particular account is about to be published sepa- 
rately. The expenses of this undertaking were 
provided by a very extensive public subscription, 
with the aid of a grant from the Incorporated 
Church Building Society. The first stone was 
laid, May 30th 1834. It was opened by licence 
for divine service on September 4th 1835, and 
consecrated August 23rd 1837. The contract 
price of the building was 12801. It holds 928 
persons. 

On the completion of these four churches, 
it appeared that still there was not church 
room in the whole parish for one in five of the 
parishioners; and in the district allotted to 
the mother church, not room for one in six. 
Hence it was evidently necessary to erect another 
church, in this district. And the spot fixed 
upon is Upper Gornall; where a dense popu- 
lation is collected together, more approaching to 
the character of a town than almost any other 
place in the parish. The* case has been felt to 
be so strong, that considerable grants have been 
made by Her Majesty's Commissioners, by the 
Incorporated Society, by the Diocesan Society, 
and by Hyndman's Trustees. A small subscription 
has also been raised, and there is now wanting 
only a sum sufiicient to pay for the site, the pur- 
chase of which is agreed for. Here it is intended 
to build a church capable of containing 900 
persons. A parsonage and schools are also in 
contemplation. 
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Ofilie Advowsons, Enchmmenis, and 
Parsonages. 

The advowson of Sedgley forms part of the 
ample property bequeathed by the late Earl of 
Dudley to the present Lord Ward. The endow- 
ment comprises the vicarial tithes of the whole 
parish, and the rectorial tithes of some few 
separate parts of it. The gross estimated value 
of these tithes together with the Easter offerings 
and fees, as returned to the late parliamentary 
inquiry was 635/. But owing to the heavy rates 
assessed upon the tithe, the necessary expences 
of valuing and collecting the composition, the 
refusal of many parties to pay unless compelled 
by legal proceedings, and the almost absolute 
necessity of engaging at the least one curate, the 
income left the Vicar does not average much 
above one half of that sum. Of this amount 
above 50/. arises from tithe, with which the late 
Earl of Dudley augmented the benefice. Seven 
acres of excellent glebe were annexed to the 
living, by the same bountiful patron. There is 
a good Vicarage house and garden, and over 
the entrance door of the house is this further 
testimony to Lord Dudley's munificence : — 

MANSUM DE SEDGLEY 

. VETUSTATE LABEFACTATUM 

IN USUM VICARII 

RESTAURAVIT AUXIT 

JOHANNES GULIELMUS 

VICECOMES DUDLEY ET WARD 

A.D. MDCCCXXVI *. 

* Which may be thus translated : Sedgley parsonage, being 
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The patronage of Christ Church Coseley vested 
in the Vicar of the parish for the time being ; 
during the incumbency of the Vicar, who was 
incumbent when the church was consecrated. 
On his avoidance it vested in the patron of 
the mother church. Its income, arising from 
pew rents and fees, has never yet amounted to 
100/. To this sum there has been added the 
interest, at four per cent, on the sum of 1^00/., 
with which the late Earl of Dudley intended to 
endow the church. A decree of the Court of 
Chancery, in confirmation of this intended endow- 
ment, has lately been obtained ; which also em- 
Eowers the trustees of the EarVs estate to fulfil 
is intentions as to the building of a parsonage 
at Coseley. For this latter object the parishion- 
ers raised a subscription of SOO/., to which 200L 
has been added by the governors of Queen 
Anne's Bounty. It was the expressed intention 
of the late Earl of Dudley to give a site and 
600/. 

The patronage of St. James's, Lower Gor- 
nall, was reserved, as already mentioned, to the 
patrons of the parish church. To the endow- 
ment originally given by that family, consider- 
able additions have been made from time to time 
by the governors of Queen Anne's Bounty, 
amounting, together with sums subscribed in 
aid, to 3600/., of which amount 500/. has been 
expended in building a suitable parsonage, and 
the remainder is funded, with a view to being 
invested in land. 



old and dilapidated, was renovated and enlarged, for the 
residence of the Vicar, by John William, Viscount Dudley 
and Ward, in the year of our Lord 1826. 
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The patronage of Trinity Churchy Ettingshall, 
has been assigned to the bishop of the diocese 
and his successors. The endowment hitherto 
effected amounts to 1600/.^ of which sum above 
half has been laid out in the parsonage and its 
site. No district has yet been legally allotted to 
this church, but steps have been taken for secur- 
ing this important object. 

Each of the other three churches has a district 
assigned to it, for ecclesiastical purposes. A 
copy of the order in council specifying the limits 
of each district is deposited with the minister of 
each church ; and a copy of the parish map, with 
the ecclesiastical districts marked upon it, has 
been left at the vicarage as a gift to the succes- 
sive vicars of the parish. The population of the 
district allotted to the parish church, according 
to the census of 1831, was 8543 ; that of Christ 
Church, Coseley,8910; that of St. James's, Lower 
Gornall, 3124. The computed population of the 
district which will probably be allotted to Trinity 
Church, Ettingshall, is, from Sedgley parish 
church district, 900 ; from St. John's, Wolver- 
hampton, 600; fromBilston, 1600; total, 3000. 



Of the Schools connected with the Churches, 

The following is a list of schools in the parish 
of Sedgley, in connexion with the church, which 
may be considered as helping to bring the rising 
generation under the pastoral superintendence of 
the clergy : — 
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In the Ecclesiastical District allotted to Sedgley Parish Church, 

Built for 
Boys. Girls. 

1. Two daily school rooms in the village of Sedgley, 

with house for master and mistress, conducted 
on the Bell system, but not in union with the 
National Society, commonly called Sedgley 
National Schools, built by the late Ean of 
Dudley, at a cost of about 1000/., in 1828 . 200 200 

2. Two Sunday school rooms in the village of 

Sedgley, not in union with the National So- 
ciety, rebuilt in 1830, at a cost of 4002. . . 1 50 150 

3. One of the above used for an infant school, not 

in union with the National Society, ... 150 

4. Two Sunday school rooms at the Straits, two 

miles from the village of Sedgley, in union 
with the National Society, built in 1833, at a 
cost of 160/. 100 100 

5. One of the above used for an infant school, in 

union with the National Society 100 

6. Two Sunday school rooms at Can Lane, one 

mile from the village of Sedgley, in union with 
the National Society, built in 1833, at a cost 
of 160/. 100 100 

7. One of the above used for an infant school, in 

union with the National Society 100 

In a part of the above District, which wiU probably form a portion 
of the District of EttingshaU Churchy at Catchem*s Corner. 

8. Two daily school rooms, used also for Sunday 

schools, in union with the National Society 150 150 

9. One infant school room, in union with the Na* 

tional Society 160 

These three rooms and dwellings for the 
master and two mistresses were built in 
1836, at a cost of 674/. 



In the Ecclesiastical District of the Parish of Sedgley, allotted to 
St, Jameses Church, Lower GomalL 

10. Two daily school rooms, used also for Sunday 
Schools, not in union with the National So- 
ciety 160 160 
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In the EcclesiasUctU District of the Parish of Sedgley, allotted to 

Christ Church, Coseley, 

Built for 
Boys. Girls. 

11. Two daily school rooms, used also for Sunday 
schools, not in union with the National So- 
ciety, built in 1832, at a cost of 600/., of which 
sum above 500/. was contributed anonymously 
by an individual totally unconnected with the 
parish, except by the bonds of brotherly com- 
munion, and charitable interest in the spi- 
ritual welfare of the children of the poorer 
parishioners 250 200 

An infant school is much wanted both at Coseley 
and at Lower Gornall ; and if the plan for build^ 
ing a church at Upper Gornall should take effect^ 
pains must be taken to provide there also both 
schools and parsonage. 

Many of these schools have had clothing clubs 
connected with them; some have also lending 
libraries. The lending library kept at the Sun- 
day school contiguous to Sedgley church con- 
tains nearly 800 volumes, and is much used by 
above 100 members. The schools have been 
also helpful in the distribution of bibles, prayer- 
books^ and religious books and tracts, which have 
been distributed, chiefly by sale, to the amount of 
above 100/. a year^ on an average of the last ten 
years. 

Most of the school rooms are used for the pur- 
pose of familiar Scripture lectures, on different 
week day evenings ; and those which lie at a 
distance from the churches are applied to the 
same purpose on the Sundays. They are also 
used for the Sedgley Missionary Meeting; an 
institution which has led many of the parishioners 
to feel an interest in the cause of missions, and 
which raises a considerable annual remittance for 
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these four church societies, the Society for Pro* 
rooting Christian Knowledge, the Society for 
Propagating the Gospel in Foreign Parts, the 
Church Missionary Society, and the London 
Society for Promoting Christianity among the 
Jews. 

I cannot conclude this summary report of the 
increased means of efficiency given to the church, 
by the bounty of others, during the short period 
of my incumbency, without again expressing my 
thankfulness to the Giver of all good gifts ; and 
that not only for the many buildings reared, and 
many institutions formed and fostered, but still 
more for the many excellent fellow workers in the 
ministry, who have been appointed by his provi- 
dence, and moved by his grace, to labour in this 
portion of his vineyard. To their exertions I 
owe the satisfaction of reflecting, that the whole 
truth of the Gospel has been faithfully preached, 
and all the ordinances of the church duly admi- 
nistered, to thousands, for whose spiritual health 
I have to answer, as far as it was in my power to 
promote their well being. During the years we 
wrought together, not a shadow of a shade of dif- 
ference or of coolness ever arose, between myself 
and those whose help I engaged, at different 
times, in different parts of the parish. It would 
give pain to themselves, or I would here gladly 
dwell upon their diligence and self denial, the 
privations they cheerfully undergo, the labours 
they gladly undertake. But this I must be al- 
lowed to say, that it has been owing, under God, 
to them, rather than to me, if any, I may say 
many, of my late parishioners, have been visited 
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in sicknessy comforted in affliction^ reproved in 
sin, established in faith, advanced in holiness, and 
made in any measure more meet than I found 
them at the first, for partaking of the inheritance 
of the saints in light. 

To part from such excellent fellow helpers in 
the Gospel has been one of the most painful con- 
sequences of my removal from a parish, in which 
I had fondly hoped to end my days. But in the 
apprehended failure of health and strength I was 
bound to be thankful for the opportunity of re- 
moving ; and I was enabled to remove with less 
of pain to- myself, by finding that those whom I 
had to leave, both clergy and parishioners, were 
also thankful in my behalf* For this and all their 
other kindness, I beg them to accept the cordial 
thanks of one who, though no longer privileged 
to be their vicar, will be ever their afiectionate 
and faithful friend. 



Alderlet Rectort, 
Sept 4, 1837. 
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The iron chest of the parish, kept at the vicarAge, contains 
sixteen volumes of registers, which have been lately bound ; 
with the contents accurately lettered, and an alphabetical index 
made to those which are most frequently referred to. 
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SERMON I. 



INVITATION TO THE LORD'S SUPPER. 



Luke 22. u, 15. 

And when the hour was come, he sat down, and the 
twelve apostles with him. And he said unto 
them, With desire I have desired to eat this 
passover with you before I suffer. 

Our Saviour and his twelve apostles had 
now lived together upon earth only for 
three years, or but little longer. He as 
Teacher and they as disciples, in habits of 
affectionate communion. Yet it is evi- 
dent, from the words of the text, that He 
felt no small concern at the thought of 
parting from their company. And it will 
be profitable for us to observe, that both 
this his affectionate Geacem, and also the 
apprehension of his own personal suffer- 
ings, admitted of being soothed, as his 
words lead us to suppose, by his partaking, 
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together with his apostles, in the feast of 
the Passover. A social meal, eaten out oi 
regard to God's ordinance, commenaora- 
tive of God's great mercy past, and signi- 
ficant of a deliverance infinitely more 
great, now about to be eflFected, this was 
The thing which our Lord at that season 
desired with desire. How marvellously are 
the feelings of his human nature here seen 
to be blended in one harmonious character 
with the majesty of his Godhead ! How ma- 
nifestly may we here discern the working 
of such affections as we are familiar witn 
in ourselves, together with that lively con- 
cern for the glory of God, and for the 
spiritual improvement of perishing sin- 
ners, which we learn only from our Ssa- 

viour ! 

My brethren, it may seem presumptu- 
ous for one of the most unworthy of Christ s 
ministers to take into his own mouth, and 
to apply to his own case, the expressions 
of our Divine Master. But we must never 
forget, that in all things we All are bound 
to follow Him as our example. And as I 
have felt it my duty to obey a call, which 
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will remove me from the office of minis- 
tering in this parish, I have endeavoured 
to learn from ,Christ, by the help of the 
Holy Ghost, what that is to which I ought 
to look with most earnest desire, as my 
chief consolation upon earth, under the 
pain attending my removal. And I can 
truly say, that there is no one thing which 
I more ardently desire, for my own com- 
fort, and for your satisfaction, than that, 
before I go, I might eat this Passover, the 
Lord's Supper, with as many of you as 
possible. For as it is my heart's desire 
and prayer for you that you may be saved ; 
so it is my settled conviction, that there 
can be no more satisfactory evidence of 
your being in a state of salvation, and no 
more effectual means of keeping you 
therein, than for you to receive duly and 
habitually the Supper of the Lord. Oh, 
may God grant me this my earnest prayer, 
that I may now eat of this Passover with 
very many of you ; and that even yet 
hereafter, before I go, I may eat of it 
with very very many more of you ! 

It is one of the uses of a change of 
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ministers, a use to be derived from every 
change of this mortal life, that it arrests 
oar attention to the uncertain and brief 
tenure of all that we have on earth. 
Whilst we are apt to be saying in our 
hearts. All things continue as they were, 
or, It will be time enough by and by to 
profit by our present privileges ; the 
change comes, and the delusion is at an 
end. We are reminded that there is no- 
thing lasting upon earth. And we are the 
more inclined, oh ! may God confirm the 
inclination, to set our affection upon that 
heaven, where alone true joys are to be 
found. At such a moment the heart is 
more open to impressions of attachment, 
towards those with whom we are to part. 
We forget each others faults and failings, 
and regret that we have not used to better 
purpose the time which we have spent in 
each others society. At such a season the 
minister is anxious to enforce those topics, 
which he deems of primary importance to 
the congregation ; feeling that they for 
their parts are more willing to hear, and 
that he for his is more earnestly desir- 
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ous to persuade. May that which I have 
now to say, concerning the duty and ad- 
vantage of receiving the Lord's Supper, 
be heard by you with willing ears, and 
impressed by God's grace upon your 
hearts ! 

I cannot but know that most of you 
have heard for these ten years past, month 
after month, the invitation to communion, 
proclaimed aloud, and urgently enforced. 
I cannot but fear that many of you have 
from time to time put off coming to the 
Lord's table, under the notion that the 
message will frequently be repeated, and 
that you mean to comply with it here- 
after. I cannot but hope that you will 
give somewhat more heed to this gracious 
invitation, when you know, as you do 
now, that though the call will be repeat- 
ed, it will not be by the same messenger ; 
and when you are reminded by the change 
of the messenger, that the day must soon 
come to every one of you, when you will 
hear the call no more. And therefore I 
feel it right to tell you here this day, that 
in all human probability there can be bu t 
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two or three more of these communionSy 
at which it will be my office to minister 
unto you, as Vicar of this parish. If then 
there be any here, who ever once have 
attended the communion, and have since 
left off coming, I hope that they, before I 
leave, will return, with contrite hearts, to 
the feast which they have neglected. If 
there be any here who never yet have 
come, but who well know that they ought 
to have attended long ago, I hope that 
they, before I leave, will begin to come* 
And if there be any who come sometimes, 
but not regularly, or who come regularly 
but not joyfully, who come without spiri- 
tual hunger, and therefore go away with- 
out spiritual satisfaction, I hope that they* 
before I leave, will begin to be commu- 
nicants indeed, in the spirit, as well as ia 
the letter; even so to eat the flesh of 
Christ, and to drink his blood, so faith- 
fully, humbly, affectionately, thankfully, 
as that thereby they become one with 
Christ, and He one with them. 

There are many grounds for saying, 
that the due receiving of the Lord's Sup* 
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per, as often as we have opportunity, is 
the indispensable duty of every true Chris- 
tian ; or rather, that it is our inestimable 
privilege. And in urging it this once 
more on your attention, I might dwell on 
it as a precious occasion of strict self exa- 
mination, or I might recommend it as a 
close bond of union between Christian 
brethren ; or I might insist upon the mys- 
tical union which it refreshes, nourishes, 
and confirms, between the believer and his 
Saviour ; or I might appeal to the expe- 
rience of that renewed spiritual strength) 
the strength of the Holy Ghost, which fol- 
lows on partaking of this heavenly feast. 
All these and many more motives might 
be urged, from the promises revealed in 
God's word to those who partake of it as 
they ought to do. I would dwell how- 
ever now only on the one motive suggest- 
ed in the text ; and saying no more of my 
own earnest wishes on the subject, I would 
press on you the affectionate longing of 
our Lord, for the company of his disciples 
at this feast. *' With desire I have de- 
sired ;" this is his appeal to every one of 
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you. ** With desire I have desired ;" 
this is the ground of his appeal, his own 
earnest longing for your company, his 
own deep concern for your salvation. This 
is that most affecting truth, which God 
manifestly reveals, by Christ Jesus, in all 
his ordinances, and which He most espe- 
cially sets forth in the ordinance of the 
Lord's Supper, namely, that He loves us ; 
that, great and holy as He is, and of purer 
eyes than to behold iniquity, He does not- 
withstanding care for us miserable sin- 
ners. He does notwithstanding most ear- 
nestly desire that we should be saved. 
. This desire of our heavenly Father, as 
expressed by his own blessed Son, this 
desire to have us holy, heavenly minded, 
happy for evermore, this parental yearn- 
ing of the glorious and Almighty God 
over us his unworthy creatures, his rebel- 
lious children, this assurance that He 
would have all men to be saved, this ma- 
nifestation of an all sufficient Saviour, this 
message sent to every one to partake of 
his salvation, this is the good tidings 
which we have chiefly to proclaim to you ; 
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this is the Gospel. For this it was that 
Jehovah resolved to set apart, out of all 
nations, his chosen people Israel, and to 
work for them, a mighty deliverance out 
of the hands of their Egyptian oppressors ; 
so that all mankind, and we amongst the 
rest, might learn, from what was seen in 
them, the notion of redeeming love. For 
this it was that God ordained the sacri- 
fice and festivity of the Passover, to be 
observed by his people Israel in all their 
generations ; that they never might forget 
what He had done for them already ; and 
that both they and we might the better be 
prepared to comprehend this mystery, 
whose depth is past all search of ours, 
the atonement once made for the sins of 
all, by the Lamb slain from the founda- 
tion of the world. For this it was, that 
Christ Jesus, the eternal Son of the eter- 
nal Father, left the glory which He had 
from everlasting, and took upon Him the 
form of a servant, and was made in the 
likeness of man, and became obedient 
unto death, even the death of the cross. 
(See Phil. 2. 8.) And for this it was, that 
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before He suffered. He gave utterance to 
his very earnest desire to eat of the Pass- 
over with his apostles ; and charged them, 
and through them charged us, to partake 
of a corresponding feast then instituted, to 
eat of bread and wine with our mouths, 
and to feed in our souls on his body and 
blood, for the perpetual remembrance of 
his death, and of the benefits whereof we 
partake thereby. He appointed. Will you 
venture to slight his appointment? He 
very earnestly desired with desire. Can 
you bear the thought of refusing his re- 
quest? 

But all do not refuse. And I rejoice to 
have a word of exhortation to add to those 
of you who are accustomed to comply. 
We look upon you as the most deeply 
pledged, and the most highly privileged, 
amongst all who resort hither to the wor- 
ship of God. We look upon you as upon 
a faithful band of brethren, whose union 
^th each other, and with Christ, being 
continually strengthened and renewed, is 
largely helping you, through peace on 
earth, to joy eternal in the heavens. You 
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Stop not short of this most solemn dedica- 
tion of yourselves to the honour of a glo- 
rified Saviour. You stumble not at the 
thought of being bound to more devout 
obedience. But you are persuaded, as we 
trust, that every fresh obligation to the 
utmost holiness is one more security for 
the best of happiness. Continue, then, 
we most earnestly beseech you, continue 
stedfast in well doing. Let nothing ever 
separate you from the love of Christ ; and 
be firmly persuaded that nothing ever 
shall. Let nothing prevent you from 
confirming your affection to your Saviour, 
and shewing it forth to the glory of his * 
name, by devoutly partaking of his flesh 
and blood, as imparted in the Lordjsr Sup- 
per, for the strengthening and refreshing 
of your souls. It is little to say that I 
desire this of you, with most earnest re- 
quest. It is little to be assured, that I 
would charge you, if they were piy last 
words. Never turn your back upon the 
table of the Lord, ever resort to it with 
joyand thankfulness. There is One to 
whom you owe your whole heart's afiection, 
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One to whom you are beholden for every 
thing, One of whom I am only the unwor- 
thy minister ; and He it is who now says to 
you, by me, ** With desire I have desired 
to eat this passover with you." Fulfil ye 
his joy. <jlory in each occasion of fulfil- 
ling it. Study to win as many of your re- 
lations, friends, and neighbours, as you 
can, to fulfil it likewise. 

A word of warning and I have done. I 
would not detain from Christ's table his 
welcome guests, longer than is needful 
for a seasonable check, to such as are apt 
to come without the wedding garment. 
Observe then ; amongst the twelve with 
whom our Lord sat down, one was Judas. 
And whilst they were yet seated at that 
heavenly feast, at that holy communion, 
He who bade them eat of it thought it 
needful to declare, '' Behold, the hand of 
him that betrayeth me is with me on the 
table." (Ver. 21.) Is there any wouldbe 
traitor here? Is there any guest about 
to eat of this supper, to join himself in 
communion with the disciples of Christ, 
who is all the while in secret league with 
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the world, the flesh, and the devil ; and 
who is purposing at the first convenient 
opportunity to be guilty of treason to his 
Saviour? I bid such an one beware. I warn 
such an one, that there is woe unto that man 
by whom Christ is betrayed. (See ver. 
22.). I tell such an one, that we do indeed 
desire for him also that he may eat this 
Passover with us ; but we desire that first 
he renounce his treason, that first he re- 
new his allegiance to his Lord. We are 
confident that there is no one lost eter- 
nally, except by his own fault. We are 
sure that all who turn heartily to Christ, 
however far they may have been alienated 
by wicked works, are welcome at his 
table, there to receive of the abundance 
of his grace. And to such as come to it 
in sincerity of heart, repenting and be- 
lieving, loving and glorifying Christ, we 
are authorized to declare, that there is no 
ground for them to harbour a distrustful 
fear, lest for any cause, short of their own 
wilful disobedience, they should ever after 
fall back unto perdition. 

No, they shall go from strength to 
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Strength. They shall be supported, com* 
fortedy perfected. They shall be happy 
in themselves, helpful to others, and ho- 
noured as being instruments of honour 
unto God. They shall be enabled to 
watch and pray, to overcome temptation, 
to have victory over Satan, sin, and death. 
Nourished with food from heaven, they 
shall grow in every good word and work. 
Walking in love with all men, they shall 
enjoy perpetual peace. The pleasure 
which they take, in doing God's will here, 
shall prepare them for the unspeakable 
joys of eternity. And when they shall 
have eaten their last passover below, they 
shall be taken, as they have long desired 
with desire, to stand before the throne 
that is above ; there to join with all the 
host of heaven in declaring, " Worthy is 
the Lamb that was slain to receive power, 
and riches, and wisdom, and strength, 
and honour, and glory, and blessing." 
(Rev. 6- 12.) 



SERMON 11. 



HAPPY DYING. 



Isaiah 38. 17, 18, 19. 

Behold, far peace I had great bittemess : but 
thou hast in love for my soul delivered it from 
the pit of corruption ;for thou hast cast all my 
sins behind thy back. For the grave cannot 
praise thee, death cannot celebrate thee : they 
that go doum into the pit cannot hope for thy 
truth. The living, the living, he shaU praise 
thee, as I do this day. 

This text is part of *' the writing of Heze- 
kiah, king of Judah, when he had been 
sick, and was recovered of his sickness." 
(Ver. 9.) And the passage seems well 
suited to engage our attention, at a time 
when both the preacher, and many of his 
hearers, have been lately brought nigh 
unto death, by the sickness generally pre- 
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valent God has spared us, and restored 
us to health ; and yet it seems to be his will 
that we should be separated from each 
other ; by removal, though not by death. 
Shallnotthis our expected separation serve 
for another warning, both to you and me, 
that here we have no continuing city, that 
time is short, and life and all its various 
events uncertain, only sure soon to end ? 
'' Behold for peace I had great bit- 
terness." This is the first thing here set 
down. This is the first thing naturally 
suggested by the thought of dying, in pro- 
portion as the mind is ignorant of that 
Gospel, whereby life and immortality are 
brought to light. (See2Tim,l.io.) It was 
so of old, before the Gospel had been fully 
revealed ; it is so still among ourselves, 
wheresoever the Gospel has been preached 
in vain. If any of you be an open offen- 
der, or a secret sinner, a careless liver, or 
a formal worshipper, in any case, if you 
have not lived as they that have been re- 
conciled unto God through Christ, the 
feelings which await you, when death is 
nigh at hand, are set forth beforehand in 
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these powerful words, '* Behold, for peace 
I had great bitterness." 

Not that such a one as I now speak oi^ 
has at present any genuine peace of mind, 
far from it. He may have his heart har- 
dened ; he may have his conscience sear- 
ed ; he may be used to say to himself, 
'* Peace, peace, when there is no peace.'* 
(Jer. 6. 14.) But when death stares him 
in the face, he can deceive himself no 
longer. It is of no use to say to himself, 
Peace, peace, now. He must now part 
with all the goods, in which here he has 
trusted, with all the pleasures in which 
here he has delighted. This he now sees 
plainl}^. . He must leave the friends whom 
he has most dearly loved ; and they who 
took most pleasure in his presence, will 
now shrink from looking on his fallen 
countenance, his sightless eyes, his limbs 
without motion, his body without breath. 
They must take him, at least his body, and 
put him out of sight ; in a place of dark- 
ness, and in the grave. They must leave 
him to be the food of corruption. 

It is to this that death will bring his body. 
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But to what will death bring the sinner^s 
soul ? I shall not all die : this is his sad 
reflection ; sad to him who is now ready 
to wish that his soul might die also. I shall 
not all die; but when I leave this world, 
my soul will become sensible to the im- 
pressions of a world of spirits. What 
shall I feel, what shall I be, when there ? 
What shall I see, what hear, what suffer? 
How will my past sins then rise up in 
judgment against me ! How shall I then 
loathe the remembrance of my unbelief, 
and wilfulness, and selfishness ! My 
pride, what will it be then? Not my 
glory but my shame. My riches, if I 
am now spending them wastefully, if 
I am now hoarding them covetously, if I 
am not using them for God's glory, will 
then be abomination in my sight, as they 
are already in the sight of God. My 
angry temper, so fine a thing as I have 
thought it to resist evil, and to repay 
strife with strife, my angry temper will 
then appear in all its deformity, as the 
very opposite of that love, which Christ 
so urgently enjoins, (see John 13. 34,) and 
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which God so truly is. (See 1 John 4. 8.) 
And must I upon my death encounter all 
these things? Is there no possibility of 
escaping ? Cannot I at any rate put off 
the hour? Is my sentence sealed? Is my 
summons come? Is this the day, this the 
moment, fixed for my departure? Oh 
folly, to have loved so greatly what I now 
must altogether lose ! Oh madness, to 
have cared so little, for that which is now 
all in all ! Save me, oh save me, from 
the terrors of eternity! Hide me, oh hide 
me, from the presence of the Lord ! 

These are the thoughts which await the 
wicked at the approach of death. God 
forbid, my brethren, that when you have 
to die, you should thus fear dying ! This 
is the way, in which, for peace they have 
great bitterness. God grant, that in that 
hour you may have for bitterness great 
peace ! As long however as sin is still 
apt to cleave, in some degree, even to 
God's most faithful servants, we must not 
be surprized to find, that thoughts like 
these are oftentimes suggested by the 
enemy of souls, to interrupt, as far as 
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possible, the holy joy with which Chris- 
tians are privileged to breathe their last. 
But notwithstanding all the wiles of 
Satan, it is our happiness at such an hour 
to know, that God makes all things work 
together for our good ; even the pains of 
death, even the apprehensions of judg- 
ment. We may be inclined, at first, to 
pray with David, ** O spare me, that I 
may recover strength, before I go hence.** 
(Ps. 39. 13.) But we shall soon be able to 
conclude, " now lettest thou thy servant 
depart in peace." (Luke 2. 29.) And 
though for a moment we may say, as 
Hezekiah said, " For peace I had great 
bitterness," we shall testify, as he did, 
straightway afterwards, ** but thou hast 
in love to my soul delivered it from the 
pit of corruption : for thou hast cast all 
my sins behind thy back.** 

By these words the king of Judah 
meant no more, than that God had pro- 
longed his life on earth, instead of punish- 
ing him, as he deserved by death. He 
was thinking of the word of the Lord, re- 
vealed by Isaiah : *' behold I will add 
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unto thy days fifteen years." (Ver. 5.) 
But when we view the passage with the 
help of Gospel light, when we consider 
that it is recorded in the book of that 
prophet, who seems to have foretold, more 
distinctly than any other, not only the 
facts but also the doctrines of the Gospel, 
we shall feel inclined to take the words 
in a spiritual sense. We shall understand 
them of life everlasting. And we shall 
thus find them full of comfort, provided 
for that solemn hour, when the life which 
now is shall cease. 

'^ Thou hast in love to my soul de- 
livered it from the pit of corruption : for 
thou hast cast all my sins behind thy 
back." These I say are words most 
suitable for expressing the feelings of a 
Christian, in the hour of apprehended 
death; when God seems to say to us, 
not, '^ Behold, I will add unto thy days 
fifteen years," but, behold, I will turn 
thy days and years into the countless ages 
of eternity. When therefore any one of 
you shall hereafter, like Hezekiah, be 
lying on the bed of mortal sickness, these 
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are the thoughts, which as a minister of 
the Gospel I would encourage yon to en- 
tertain. This is the sense in which I 
trust that you will be enabled at that hour 
to use the words of the king of Judah : 
^* Thou hast in love to my soul delivered 
it from the pit of corruption : for thou hast 
cast all my sins behind thy back." 

Thou, O God, for Christ's sake, hast 
loved me. Thus might you begin to 
take these words into your lips. Thou, 

God, for Christ's sake, hast loved my 
soul. Thou didst give thine own Son to 
die for me. He loved me, and gave 
Himself for my salvation. Out of his 
love for me, and for my brethren, He 
died on the cross. This is the foundation, 
on which I have endeavoured, by the help 
of thy grace, to build up a holy life. On 
this I raise the confident persuasion that 

1 shall now die a happy death. I see in^ 
deed now, more plainly than before, bow 
corrupt my heart is by nature. I feel 
more deeply than ever that I am un- 
worthy of the least of all thy mercies. 
The nearer I approach unto thy majesty 
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I become the more sensible of my sinful- 
ness. But Thou hast by thy grace already 
saved me from the multitude of those sins, 
which I should otherwise have committed. 
I trust that in thy love Thou wilt further 
save me, from the bitterness of that which 
is sin's wages, even death. I have the 
full assurance of hope, that my sins are 
forgiven for my Saviour's sake ; yea, that 
Thou hast cast all my sins behind thy 
back. And therefore I am ready, if it be 
thy will, O God, I am ready to take this 
last solemn chastisement, in token of thy 
love; I am willing, if it be thy will, to 
die. 

For what is death, thus I would have 
you further meditate, what is death, when 
sin is done away with ? When death has 
lost its sting, why need I fear dying? 
Why should I be more afraid to die than 
to live, seeing that in either case God 
loves me, Christ saves me? To die is 
but to change my mode of living; it is 
but to better the place, and state, in which 
I dwell under the light of God's counte- 
nance. That light I feel beaming on my 
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heart, whilst here. There it will be the 
same light, the light of love that will 
shine more gloriously, and support my 
soul more mightily, for ever. What 
though my body be here racked with pain, 
buried in the ground, and turned unto 
dust? My spirit all the while rejoices in 
hope, and triumphs in redemption. Nay, 
my body too shall rise again ; and in my 
flesh I shall see God, in my flesh glorified, 
in my body made celestial. What though 
I part from friends on earth 1 I shall 
meet those who have gone before me to a 
better world. With my nearest and dearest 
relatives, as many as have been brethren 
in the Lord, whether they have gone for- 
ward, or stayed behind, I shall soon be 
joined in heavenly company, never to 
part 

As to the life I have to leave, how 
much of vanity and misery is mingled 
with its fairest show of happiness ! How 
much of evil do I here meet with in 
others ! how much do I experience in my- 
self! How much of coldness interferes 
with my devout desires to glorify God! 
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How much of pride, selfishness, and per- 
versity, thwart my earnest longings to 
edify my brethren, and to live in love with 
all men! I would fain do good ; but 

. • • • 

perhaps age, or sex, or lack of health or 
of strength, restrains me from exertion. 
I would gladly tell of the lovingkindness 
of the Lord. But I scarcely know how to 
avoid, on the one hand, the risk of casting 
pearls before swine, (see Matt. 7. 6.) on 
the other, the peril no less imminent, of 
bringing discredit on the good I say, by 
the evil which I do. I could wish to 
manifest a kind and brotherly disposition 
towards all mankind. But many, judging 
from themselves, suspect every kind ac- 
tion of some selfish end; and check my 
affection with distrust. I pour out upon 
my own family the utmost warmth and 
tenderness of love. But oftentimes it 
happens^ that a man's foes are they of his 
own household ; and some of those who 
ought most heartily to help me towards 
heaven, are wilfully hindering me, to my 
hurt, from growth in grace. These, and 

such as these, are the vanities and vexa- 
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tioQs of the life which I live on earth. 
From these, if it should please God that 
now I die, from these I shall be at once 
delivered. 

In the life which is to come, in the 
heaven to which death is the passage, 
there will be no such drawbacks as these. 
There will be love, without alloy of selfish- 
ness. There will be service, without risk 
of sin. The friends, who await me there, 
are friends unto my soul. The habita- 
tions into which they will receive me are 
everlasting. The ties of kindred and 
those of grace can never be there at vari- 
ance; for God is there our only Father, 
and all we are brethren in Christ Jesus. 
Together we shall rejoice to do God's 
will. Together we shall continue to sing 
God's praise. Together we shall speak 
ever without restraint unto each other, 
out of the fulness of our hearts, and in the 
sincerity of our souls, concerning the love 
of Him, who has redeemed us from the 
pit of corruption, and cast all our sins be- 
hind his back. 
. Brethren, I have thus set before you 
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the way of happy dying, in the hope that 
it may lead you to strive with me, that 
we may enter together through the same 
path into the same eternity of joy. But 
I must take also this occasion to urge on 
your attention the necessity of holy living, 
as your way to a happy death. Remem- 
ber then, I charge you, oh remember 
constantly, that a saving faith in God's 
mercy through Christ, is a faith not dead 
but lively, not idle, but one that works 
by love. And as it is certain, that at the 
time of departure there can be no comfort 
for sinful man, without a firm reliance on 
the atonement of Christ's death ; so it is 
equally sure, that you can have no sure 
ground for such reliance, nor any reason 
to expect that you shall feel it, unless 
you have grace in the mean while to 
glorify God, by leading a Christian life. 
And in this sense we may well apply to 
ourselves these other words of Hezekiah 
in the text: *^ the grave cannot praise 
thee, death cannot celebrate thee : they 
that go down into the pit cannot hope for 
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thy truth. The living, the living, he 
shall praise thee, as I do, this day." 

" The grave cannot praise thee ;" it is 
too late to turn to God when this life 
ceases. " Death cannot celebrate thee:'* 
they who put off praising God until they 
die, lose all opportunity of praising Him 

for ever. *' They that go down into the 
pit cannot hope for thy truth." No, 
we must hope whilst yet we live. We 
must love whilst yet we live. We must 
obey whilst yet we live. " The living, 
the living, he shall praise thee, as I 
do, this day." Whilst then we have 
life, and strength, let us join together, O 
my brethren, in serving God. To day, 
whilst it is called to day, let us turn to 
the Lord, and He will have mercy upon 
us, and to our God, for He will abun- 
dantly pardon us. (See Isai. 55. 7.) 
Has not God said to us, as He said to 
Hezekiah, ^' Set thine house in order; 
for thou shalt die, and not live V* (Ver. 
1.) Is not the sentence gone forth against 
very child of Adam, " Dust thou art, 

12 
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and unto dust shalt thou return?" (Gen. 
3. 19.) Is not our whole life a progress 
towards death? Do we not begin to die 
from the moment of our birth ? And shall 
we dare to put off beginning to repent, and 
to believe, beginning to live unto God's 
glory, as our way to become meet to be 
partakers of his joy ? Let us be always in 
preparation for departure ; that we may 
be able to say with St. Paul, in reference 
to our readiness to depart, ** I die daily." 
(1 Cor. 16. 31.) Let us be always living 
with thankfulness the life of faith; that 
whether we live, as the same apostle says, 
we may live unto the Lord, or whether 
we die we may die unto the Lord ; that 
whether we live therefore, or die, we naay 
be the Lord's always. 

*' The living, the living, he shall praise 
thee, as I do, this day." Even for life, 
and for our continuance in this present 
world, we have reason to thank God 
abundantly. Our happiness hereafter is 
connected with our obedience here, and 
therefore it is good for us to live, and not 
die. Here we may grow in grace. Here 
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how much they owe to God their Re- 
deemer^ how thankfbl they are to Him 
for redemption. And this is the tenour 
of their praise, oh try now to feel its force, 
try thus to praise God from your hearts ; 
this is the tenour of their praise : In the 
midst of death we are in life. For bitter- 
ness we have great peace. God has in 
loYe to our souls redeemed us from sin 
and from eternal death. He has freely 
forgiven us all our iniquity, for his dear 
Son's sake. Though the grave cannot 
praise Him, yet the hour is coming when 
they that are in the grave shall hear his 
voice, yea shall lift up their voices to 
sound his praise. Though death cannot 
celebrate Him, yet the dead shall rise 
again ; and they that die no more shall 
be telling of his love to all eternity. And 
these are they that die no more, even 
they which believe in Christ. And this 
is life worthy of the name, to be one with 
Christ for ever. To die eternally, that is 
death indeed. To die to sin, but live to 
holiness, to die to earth but live to 
heaven, this is life for evermore. 
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I conclude with three plain questions, 
which I earnestly beg each of you to an- 
swer to his own conscience before God. 
First, are you well assured that God has 
for Christ's sake cast all your sins behind 
his back ? Secondly, if He should please 
to summon you immediately from this 
present life, could you be content to die, 
yea thankful to depart ? Thirdly, if you 
could not ; if you would be terrified ; if 
like a criminal under sentence you would 
earnestly beg for a reprieve ; is not this 
the true account of your reluctance, that 
you are not heartily impressed with a 
sense of your redemption, and are not 
really living, whilst your life is spared, to 
the praise of the glory of your Saviour ? 



SERMON III. 



THE COMMUNION OF THE HOLY GHOST. 



2 Cor. 13. u. 



The communion of the Holy Ghost be with you 

all. Amen, 

The communion of the Holy Ghost ! what 
an ample and rich store of blessings is 
implied in this expression ! What a pre- 
cious gift does St. Paul here devoutly 
wish for, in behalf of the Corinthians, 
when addressing these farewell words to 
his beloved converts ! The communion 
of the Holy Ghost ! To partake of that 
heavenly comfort which Christ promised 
to convey to his disciples by the Comfor- 
ter, to partake thereof jointly with all the 
brethren in Christ Jesus, to have the heart 
purified by faith, animated with hope, 
warmed with -love, to enjoy a firm persua- 
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sion of God*8 mercifulness, vouchsafed 
through Christ Jesus to the most unwor- 
thy of his servants, to experience sin mor- 
tified, grace established, Satan conquer- 
ed, Christ triumphant, to find ourselves 
walking with God, working for God, serv- 
ing Him, at once humbly, zealously, and 
joyfully, and to know that all things 
through his power are made to work to- 
gether for our good ; this is that which 
the apostle besought for the Corinthians, 
this is '^ the communion of the Holy 
Ghost." God grant that this communion 
may be with you always ! 

There were disciples of old, at Ephesus, 
who, when questioned as to whether they 
had received the Holy Ghost, replied , ' ' We 
have not so much as heard whether there 
be any Holy Ghost." (Acts 19. 2.) Though 
I trust that this is not the case with any 
of you, I purpose now first to set before 
you a short account of what we learn from 
Scripture concerning the nature and of- 
fices of the Holy Spirit of God, and then 
to dwell on the advantages of enjoying the 
communion referred to in the text. 
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The first thing to be borne in mind is 
this, that the Holy Ghost is truly God. 
And perhaps no passage proves thid 
truth in a more striking manner, than the 
words of St. Peter to Ananias, first ask- 
ing, '^ Why hath Satan filled thine heart 
to lie to the Holy Ghost ?" and then say- 
ing, '^ Thou hast not lied unto men, but 
unto God." (Acts 6. 8, 4.) Next it is to 
be observed, that the Holy Ghost is 
spoken of as a distinct Person in the 
glorious Godhead ; as, for instance, in the 
solemn form of baptism, thus expressly 
ordained by our Lord, ** Go ye therefore, 
and teach all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost." (Matt. 28. 19.) 
Or if we take the whole verse in which 
the text is written, this truth will be no 
less striking ; for in what name, but the 
name of God, was St. Paul likely to bless 
the Corinthians? And yet does he not 
here plainly speak of more persons than 
one, saying, '^ The grace of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Ghost, be with 
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you all?** This, we own, is a great mys- 
tery. And though revelation, God be 
praised, explains many mysteries, we 
must admit that it brings others into view, 
which are unexplained, and which are to 
UB now inexplicable. Strange indeed it 
would be, if it did not ; strange if we could 
apprehend distinctly all things heavenly, 
when we are so soon lost in the study of 
the most obvious things on earth. When 
the science of the things which God has 
made, however widely we extend its circle, 
is every where bounded by ignorance, 
strange it would be indeed if we were not 
met by mystery, in our best directed at- 
tempts to know God Himself. 

But if the nature of the Holy Ghost, 
what He is Himself, be beyond our com* 
prehension, there is much that we may 
understand concerning his attributes and 
offices, what He does for our spiritual ad- 
vantage. He is the Comforter, promised 
by our Lord/ when He was about to leave 
his disciples for a time. And so great is 
the benefit of his help as Comforter, that 
for the sake thereof it was expedient that 
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Christ should leave them. It is of Him 
that we are born again in baptism, dating 
from that ordinance our whole spiritual 
life ; weak indeed and tender at its com- 
mencement, and oftentimes interrupted, 
stinted, and almost extinguished in the 
period of its growth, by the negligence of 
others, or by our own ; yet constantly ad- 
mitting of renewal ; and sure to grow up 
unto life eternal, in all those who cherish 
in themselves by faith and love the incor- 
ruptible seed whereof they once were born. 
And for those who thus try to help them- 
selves, most ample is the help provided ac- 
cording to God's word, in the gift of the 
Holy Spirit of God. In the Epistle to the 
Romans, we read of the Hdly Ghost, that 
He " helpeth our infirmities," and ** mak- 
eth intercession for us, with groanings 
which cannot be uttered;*' (Rom. 8. 26;) 
and again, that He ^' beareth witness with 
our spirit, that we are the children of 
God;" (Rom. 8. 16;) and again, that He 
teaches us to cry, *' Abba, Father ;" (Rom. 
8. 15 ;) and again, that by the gift of the 
Holy Ghost the love of God is shed abroad 
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in our hearts. (See Rom. 5. 5.) In the 
first Epistle to the Corinthians we find it 
stated, that it was He who taught the 
very words which the apostles spake; 
(see 1 Cor. 2. 13 ;) as we know also from 
St. Peter, that the holy men of old, the 
writers of the Old Testament, spake as 
they were moved by the Holy Ghost. (See 
2 Pet. 1. 21.) What would we have more 
for our comfort, than to have our minds 
enlightened by the revelation of the truth, 
and our affections purified and enlarged 
by the communication of the love of God ? 
With light so clear, to guide us in our 
ignorance, and with strength so great, to 
give us help, in our weakness, frailty, and 
infirmity, must it not be our own fault alto-> 
gether if we do not go on unto perfection ? 
But, brethren, it is one thing to under- 
stand the doctrine of the Holy Ghost, to 
acknowledge the amount of comfort offer- 
ed us by the Comforter, it is one thing to 
understand this, so far as with our present 
faculties, in our present state, it can be 
understood ; and it is quite another thing 
to enjoy the benefit of that heavenly con- 
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solation. A man may understand the 
truth, and yet not receive it. He may 
know it in his mind, and yet not know it 
in his heart. And so the apostle writes, 
'^ The natural man receiveth not the 
things of the Spirit of God, for they are 
foolishness unto him, neither can he know 
them, because they are spiritually dis- 
cerned." (1 Cor. 2. 14.) The chief thing 
therefore for you to ascertain herein is 
this, Are you in communion with the Spi* 
rit of God ? Have you an abiding sense of 
his presence ? Do you delight to obey his 
Godly motions ? Or, on the other hand, 
do you venture to resist them ? 

" If any man," says St. Paul, '* have 
not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his." 
(Rom. 8. 9.) A most fearful considera- 
tion ! For he that is none of Christ's, 
must be altogether Satan's. It is not then 
enough to know what the Spirit is ; we 
must also have the Spint. Neither can 
we think that it is enough to have had 
the Holy Ghost once imparted, and after- 
wards to have neglected the gift that was 
in us. Neither can we suppose that Christ 
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will acknowledge us for his own at the last 
day, if now, during his absence from the 
earth, we give no heed to profit by the 
help which He has provided in the grace 
of the Holy Ghost, if we care not to enjoy 
the comfort, peace, and glory, which be- 
long to them that are led by the Spirit. 
No ; let us hear the same apostle, teach- 
ing us in the same epistle, '^ There is 
therefore now no condemnation to them 
which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not 
after the flesh, but after the Spirit." 
(Rom. 8. 1.) And let us take warning, 
that if we walk not after the Spirit, but 
after the flesh, our condemnation is sure. 
To have resisted the Spirit, to have 
quenched the Spirit, to have been in 
Christ Jesus only to bring dishonour on 
his name, this will but add to the endless 
torment of those Christians who persist in 
living an ungodly life. If any such be 
here, let them bethink themselves of this, 
when next they resist that friendly force, 
which they must have often felt pressing 
them towards holiness and heaven. It is 
the Holy Ghost whom they are opposing. 
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It is the commuDion of the Holy Ghost 
that they are rejecting. What must be 
the end of their rejecting God, but to be 
themselves cast away for ever ? 

And how may a man know with any 
certainty whether he is led by the Spirit 
or not? This surely is not a matter of 
much difficulty. Survey the multitude 
of mankind around you. Observe them 
with the eye of that charity^ which, whilst 
it ^' thinketh no evil," at the same time 
"rejoiceth in the truth." (1 Cor. 13. 5, 6.) 
Now, what is the obvious truth in regard 
to the lives, dispositions, habits, principles, 
affections, of very many out of the millions 
of God's intelligent creatures? Truth com- 
pels us to answer, They are living without 
God in the world. I need not dwell upon 
the proof of this. I need not say how ab- 
surd is the supposition, that men can be 
enjoying communion with the great and 
holy Lord God Almighty, whilst they are 
manifestly devoted to the service of the 
world, the flesh, and the devil. You can see 
this very plainly of others. Let me beseech 
you, see how far it is applicable to your- 
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selves. Tom next yoar attention inwards, 
and examine, are you also, or are you not, 
alienated in the spirit of your minds from 
fellowship with that pare and perfect Spi- 
rit, who graciously inclines you to holi- 
ness of life ? And if you are, examine 
further whether it be not true, that you are 
alienated " by wicked works;" (Col. 1. 
21 ;) whether it be not a fondness for the 
things of the flesh which renders you 
averse to the communion of the Holy 
Ghost? 

But let me not suppose, no, not for one 
moment, that all are thus averse. God 
forbid. All indeed so are by nature ; but 
in many, God be praised, nature yields to 
grace. Some having been from the first 
born again to newness of life, have grown 
up therein as children of God ; ever own- 
ing, and rejoicing to own, their adoption 
in Christ Jesus ; ever studying so to walk 
as to please God who dwells within them. 
And others whose Christian growth may 
for a time have been suspended, yet having 
been graciously called anew, have found 
their failing strength revive, and have felt 
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their almost dead affections quickened to 
tenfold liveliness, by the sense of their 
escape so narrow, their deliverance so ut- 
terly past hope, from the service of sin 
here, from the blackness of darkness for 
ever. 

And to all these how profitable, how plea- 
sant, is the sense of constant communion 
with the Spirit of God ! How absolutely 
necessary do they find that holy fellowship 
for their establishment in holiness ! How 
absolutely indispensable for their enjoy- 
ment of peace! Where should we be. 
Christian brethren^ partakers of the Holy 
Ghost, beloved fellow heirs of grace and 
glory, where should we be, in the hour of 
temptation, if we had not God with us 
for our portion, our strength, and our ex- 
ceeding great reward ? What would be- 
come of us, when the world tries to frighten 
us with its frowns, or to bribe us with its 
glories and its gains ? what when the flesh 
is striving for the mastery ? what when 
Satan suggests evil thoughts, or presents 
the convenient opportunity of sin ? what 
woald become of us, if we were not able 
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to reflect. Stronger is He that is with us 
than he that is against us ? What, if we 
were not fully authorized to trust, that 
we can do all things through Christ 
strengthening us, with the strength of the 
Holy Ghost? 

But with this confidence, well ground- 
ed, firmly fixed, and thankfully referred 
to in each trial, trouble, difficulty, or dis- 
tress, which can possibly befal us here, see 
how great is our security, see how perfect 
is our peace ! We have no painful doubt, 
no weak misgivings, as to the truth of the 
things which we believe. For by the 
Holy Ghost which dwelleth in us we are 
enabled to hold fast the form of sound 
words which we have heard, and to keep 
all those good things which have been 
committed to us. (See 2 Tim. 1. 13, 14.) 
We are delivered from the fear of man, 
and are in no servile fear of God. For 
'' where the Spirit of the Lord is there is 
liberty ;" (2 Cor. 3. 17;) andagain^ **we 
have not received the spirit of bondage 
again to fear, but the spirit of adoption, 
whereby we cry, Abba, Father." (Rom. 
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8. 15.) Though we have an humble dis* 
trust of ourselves, and a constant sense of 
liability to fall, as far as our own weak- 
ness is concerned, yet we have no pain- 
ful apprehension of perishing eternally. 
For through the power of the Holy Ghost 
we abound in hope, and are filled with 
all joy and peace in believing ; the love 
of God being shed abroad in our hearts, 
by the Holy Ghost, which is given unto 
us. (See Rom. 5. 5. 15. 13.) " The Spirit 
itself beareth witness with our spirit, that 
we are the children of God." (Rom. 8. 16.) 
How then can we doubt? What can 
hinder our enjoying the full assurance of 
hope; when we have both the answer of 
a good conscience before God, and also 
the witness of the Holy Ghost, not in an 
inward voice that might easily be mis- 
taken, but in those fruits of the Spirit, of 
which there is no counterfeit, and against 
which there is no law, even ** love, joy^ 
peace, long suffering, gentleness, good- 
ness, faith, meekness, temperance?" (Gal. 

6. 22, 23.) 
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In repeating from St. Paul's Epistle to 
the Galatians this account of those graces, 
which the Holy Spirit of God works in 
the corrupt heart of fallen man, I seem to 
have set before you nearly all that can 
be said of the excellency of the com- 
munion of the Holy Ghost. And I return 
in conclusion to the prayer of the text : may 
this communion be with you all. Amen. 
Love is thefirstof thefruits here mentioned. 
The apostle need scarcely have added 
more. But as if to teach us how many 
graces follow, in the train of this most 
eminent gift of God, he mentions *' joy, 
peace, long suffering, gentleness, good- 
ness, faith, meekness, temperance/' 
Happy the man in whom these things 
flourish and abound. Happy the child 
of Adam, who proves by evidence like 
this, that he is a child of God! How 
could I wish for more, in behalf of any 
one of you, than for him to have this fruit 
of the Spirit in his heart and life? 
And when I know that by God's bounty 
it is within the reach of every one of you, 
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how can I help longing, how can I for- 
bear praying, that this communion may 
be with you all ? 

** Amen." So be it, heavenly Father. 
Grant unto these thy servants, that as 
they have been grafted into the body of 
Christ, and admitted into the fellowship 
of the Holy Ghost, they may abide joy- 
fully in this heavenly communion, and 
bear much fruit to the glory of thy name. 
Make them sensible, that for these and 
all their privileges, they have so much 
the more to answer for, in case of their 
neglecting the gift that is in them. Let 
them take warning that they cannot more 
grievously provoke thy wrath, than by 
doing ** despite unto the Spirit of grace." 
(Heb. 10. 29.) Make them watchful to 
observe, and cherish, and obey, that holy, 
heavenly influence, by which thy Spirit 
strives within their hearts. Make them 
earnest in prayer for thy grace, as know- 
ing that this is thy sure engagement, to 
give the Holy Ghost to them that ask 
Thee. And instead of our being selfishly 
content with obtaining thy precious gifts 
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unto ourselves, grant to those of us, who. 
already have them, that we may so dili- 
gently labour, bountifully spend, and de- 
voutly pray, in behalf of others, that we 
all, even all who are here assembled this 
day, may have fellowship with Thee, and 
with each other, to all eternity. 

'* The communion of the Holy Ghost 
be with you all. Amen.'* 



SERMON IV. 



SEPARATION FROM THE UNGODLY. 



2 CoR. 6. 14, 15, 16, 17, 18. 

Be ye not unequaUy yoked togetJter with unbe- 
lievers ffor wbatfeUowship hath righteousness 
with unrighteousness? and what communion 
hath light with darkness ? and what concord 
hath Christ with Belial ? or what part hath 
he thai beUeveth with an infidel? and what 
agreement hath the temple of God with idols ? 
for ye are the temple of the living God; as 
God hath said, I wiU dwell in them, and walk 
in them ; and I wiU be their God, and they 
shall be my people. Wherefore come ye out 
from among them, and be ye separate, saith 
the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing ; and 
I will receive you, and wUl be a father unto 
you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, 
saiih the Lord Almighty. 

This passage supplies us with a rule for 
our conduct, in the many difficult cases 
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which arise, when the righteous hold in- 
tercourse with the wicked ; when they 
who are in earnest serving God, are ex- 
posed to the corrupt communication of 
those, who are avowedly serving Satan. 
And besides a rule for our conduct, we 
have also in this passage a powerful mo- 
tive suggested, for following the rule laid 
down. God will be a father to those who 
herein obey his will ; He will take them 
for his SODS and daughters. Let us en- 
deavour to understand what we ought to 
do. Let us endeavour to feel why we 
ought to do it. Let us beseech God, both 
to stir up our endeavours, and to give us 
good success, for the sake of Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 

In order to apply profitably to our own 
case the counsel of St. Paul to the 
Corinthians, we ought first to examine 
carefully in what sense it applied to them. 
To whom then was this whole epistle ad- 
dressed ? It is written in the first verse 
of the first chapter, ** unto the church of 
God which is at Corinth, with all the 
saints which are in all Achaia." And 
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what was at that time the condition of 
that church ? It consisted chiefly of per- 
sons newly converted to be Christians, 
when at full age to choose for themselves, 
and when they knew, that the profession 
of the Christian faith would expose them 
to the persecution of the heathen. And 
what is the advice here pressed upon 
them by St. Paul? That they should 
not be unequally yoked together with 
unbelievers ; that they should refrain 
from any close intimate connexion with 
those who would not embrace the Gospel. 
We know that St. Paul must not here 
be understood as forbidding ail inter- 
course between Christians and heathens ; 
for he says, in his first epistle to these 
same Corinthians, that in order to this 
they must needs go out of the world. 
(See 1 Cor. 5. lo.) In the world, as it 
then was, no one could help keeping 
company with idolaters. But he forbids 
all close connexion. He urges the duty 
of preferring in every connexion^ as far as 
possible, believers' to unbelievers. He 
means to teach how little good agrees 

d2 



52 SeparaiUmJrom [serm. 

with evil ; or rather, how utterly good dis- 
agrees with evil. He means to recom- 
mend separation, as far as practicable ; 
and he means to encourage believers to 
undergo the pain and loss, which such 
separation may entail on them, by this 
animating assurance, that God will take 
them to be so much more near and dear 
unto Himself. * 

Now to apply this counsel to our own 
case. We at present are seldom thrown 
into the society of professed unbelievers. 
The whole community, in which we live, 
professes its belief in the Gospel of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ. But to profess 
belief is quite a different thing from be- 
lieving. Professors are not all believers. 
Many who are Christians outwardly are 
not Christians inwardly. They have in- 
deed been brought into covenant with 
Christ ; but it has been only to set at 
nought all the terms of their engagement. 
They have been made partakers of grace, 
only to resist its influence ; heirs of heaven^ 
only to throw away the hope of their in- 
heritance. These are they whom we now 
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call the unbelieving and ungodly. And 
I say, that on the strength of St. Paul's 
counsel in the text, such as these are to 
be avoided by believers, who would live 
a godly life. Not that we must altogether 
refuse all society with all professing Chris- 
tians, who are of this stamp. To do this 
it would be as needful for us to live out of 
the world, as it would have been for the 
Corinthian converts, if they had refused 
all intercourse with their heathen neigh- 
bours. But we may, without any great 
difficulty, avoid all very intimate con- 
nexion with such as these. In choosing 
our associates, we may easily give the pre- 
ference, in most cases, to those who, as 
far as we can judge, follow after holiness. 
And if we really do prefer them for our 
friends and connexions, we shall readily 
encounter the utmost difficulties, rather 
than attach ourselves willingly to the no- 
toriously wicked. 

St. Paul, indeed, in his first epistle, tells 
the Corinthians, that " if any man that is 
called a brother be a fornicator, or cove- 
tous, or an idolater, or a railer, or a 
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drunkard, or an extortioner; with such 
an one no not to eat/' (1 Cor. 5. ii.) 
And he certainly bound them by a rule 
more strict, in regard to professing Chris- 
tians, than to avowed unbelievers. But 
we are to remember, that the Corinthians 
had power, as a church, to shut out from 
their communion notorious ill livers; which 
we unhappily have not. We are to con- 
sider that the apostle's rule applies to of- 
fences brought to the test of open proof, 
and publicly sentenced to condemnation ; 
for which we have no such means as those 
provided in the discipline of primitive 
times. These things made that practicable 
then, which is not so now. And there- 
fore, instead of urging you to the stricter 
rule, and bidding you not so much as eat 
with the wicked, I am content to say, 
Avoid all close connexion, be not yoked 
together with them. 

The reasons given in the text apply to 
your case quite as plainly as to the case 
of the Corinthians. '* For what fellow- 
ship hath righteousness with unrighteous- 
ness ? and what communion hath light 
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w\th darkness? and what concord hath 
Christ with Belial ? or what part hath he 
that believeth with an infidel ?" We can- 
not help owning the inherent disagreement 
of good and evil. Our own sense, to which 
St. Paul here triumphantly appeals, shews 
us the absurdity of intermingling them. 
And though, when we look around on 
true believers, we are bound in all lowli- 
ness of heart to esteem others better than 
ourselves ; yet we must not pretend, in 
affectation of humility, not to see, and 
know, and feel the difference between 
serving God, and serving mammon, be- 
tween walking by faith in love, and living 
selfishly and sensually, between being 
brethren of Christ, and being children of 
Belial. No, we cannot be ignorant of this 
one thing, whether we are ourselves serv- 
ing God or not. We cannot be mistaken, 
if we search honestly into our hearts, as 
to whether we do really believe in Christ, 
and love Him, and try to glorify his name. 
And if we find ourselves doing thus, we 
cannot but feel, that there is a wide differ- 
ence between our own spiritual condition, 
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and that of those who manifestly set at 
nought Christ's love, and grossly violate 
his will and commandments. 

Nor shall we have any difficulty in dis* 
cerning who are to be counted for unbe- 
lieving and ungodly, at least in many 
very flagrant instances. There may be 
some of whom we doubt ; there may be 
many of whom we hope, even against hope. 
But it would be false charity to deny of 
many, that they are living an ungodly life. 
For '' the works of the flesh," as St. Paul 
tells us, '^are manifest, "they are obvious to 
the apprehension of everyone, "which are 
these, adultery, fornication, uncleanness, 
lasciviousness, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, 
variance, strife, sedition, heresies, envy- 
ings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, 
and such like." And that the end of those 
who do such things may be no less mani- 
fest, the apostle repeats what he had said 
before, they " shall not inherit the king- 
dom of God." (Gal. 6, 20, 21.) The line 
of duty could be laid down much more 
plainly, if, as our church devoutly wishes, 
the godly discipline of the primitive times 
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might be restored. For then such sins as 
admit of being proved by testimony, would 
be brought before the tribunal of the 
church, and we should know definitely 
whom to avoid. And their sentence would 
be adjusted to the degree of their ofience, 
so that we should know how far to avoid 
them. But even without such discipline, 
we shall not greatly err, if we apply faith- 
fully^ and affectionately, I mean with de* 
vout affection towards God, the principle 
inculcated in these questions of the text, 
** what fellowship hath righteousness with 
unrighteousness? and what communion 
hath light with darkness ? and what con- 
cord hath Christ with Belial? or what 
part hath he that believeth with an infi- 
del ? and what agreement hath the temple 
of God with idols ? for ye are the temple 
of the living God ; as God hath said, I 
will dwell in them, and walk in them, and 
I will be their God, and they shall be my 
people/' 

Here are two sorts of persons set before 
us, as plainly as language can describe 
them. And it is certain that each of us 
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belongs either to the one or to the other. 
We may not be in the extreme of either 
party, eminent in holiness, or sunk in de« 
pravity ; but we cannot serve two mas- 
ters. We are, by the necessity of the 
case, at any given moment of our lives, 
righteous or unrighteous, in light, or in 
darkness, followers of Christ, or children of 
Belial, believers, or unbelievers, a temple 
meet for the habitation of the Holy Spirit 
of God, or occupied by the vain objects 
of the world's idolatry. To which party 
do you belong at this moment ? If to the 
wicked, you are not addressed in the ex- 
hortation of the text ; if to the devout, you 
are exhorted to be not unequally yoked 
together with the wicked. If you can 
take to yourselves this gracious assurance, 
'' ye are the temple of the living God ;" 
if to you belongs this precious promise, 
'^ I will dwell in them, and walk in them, 
and I will be their God, and they shall be 
my people ;" then to you also is addressed 
this express command^ ^^ wherefore come 
out from among them, and be ye sepa- 
rate, saith the Lord, and touch not the un- 
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clean thing*" And further, you may take 
for your encouragement in so doing, these 
comfortable words of the Most High, ' ' I 
will receive you, and will be a father unto 
you, and ye shall be my sons and daugh- 
ters, saith the Lord Almighty." 

In these promises and commandments, 
St. Paul refers to several passages in the 
Old Testament, saying, " as God hath 
said." He would have the Corinthians 
apply to themselves what was written to 
God's people under the law. Can we 
doubt that we are bound to apply to our 
own case what was written to Christ's 
saints under the Gospel ? And has there 
not, in point of fact^ been always a dis- 
tinction of the kind here mentioned, a se- 
paration between the righteous and the 
wicked, either practised, or at least en- 
joined, in all ages, under every dispensa- 
tion ? Did not Cain and his descendants 
dwell apart from Seth and his? And 
what was it that brought the flood upon 
the earth ? Probably the neglect of this 
very separation ; ' ' the sons of God saw 
the daughters of men that they were fair, 
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and they took them wives of all which 
they chose;" (Gen. 6. 2;) or in other 
words, the faithful were unequally yoked 
together with unhelievers. And after- 
wards, when God was provoked again by 
the wickedness of mankind at Babel, what 
was the provision which He made for the 
maintenance of true religion, but the se- 
parating of men one from another, and the 
making the separation permanent by con- 
founding the language of all the earth ? 
(Gen. 11. 9.) And once more, when ido- 
latry was gaining ground, even in the fa- 
mily of ri^teous Shem, (see Josh. 24. 2,) 
was it not by the separation of Aisra- 
ham and his children, and again by the 
separation of Israel and his tribes, that 
God preserved the very knowledge of his 
name, and of Himself, from being abso- 
lutely lost amongst mankind ? Christians 
in like manner are to be a peculiar people, 
a chosen generation, distinguished and 
distinguishable from all others by this 
evident proof of faith, a holy life. And 
wheresoever, as amongst ourselves, the 
outward profession of Christianity is almost 
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universal, and the privileges of Christian 
birthright are indiscriminately conveyed 
to almost all ; there those who are Chris- 
tians altogether, must resolutely stand 
aloof, as far as possible, from those who 
manifestly live an unchristian life. 

Nor let it be ttiought that this rule is 
incompatible with that fundamental truth 
of the Gospel, that God would have all 
men to be saved through the redemption 
which is in Christ Jesus. Far from it. It 
is from sin that He would save us, as well 
as from eternal condemnation. And one 
of the chief means *of saving us from sin is 
this keeping us separate from sinners. He 
would divide the good from the ungodly, 
in order that by their establishment in all 
goodness they may help in making the 
ungodly good. He would have us separate 
for a time, that in the end we may all be 
one. He forbids us to be unequally yoked 
together, with such as would be apt to 
pull us far aside from the narrow path 
that leads to heaven, in order that we, 
walking therein stedfastly, may be guides 
and helpers to our erring brethren. And 
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in the very act of renouncing the society 
of the wicked, or declining any such in- 
timate connexion, as would amount to 
being yoked together with them, we are 
bound to prove, by the tenderness, and 
gentleness, the meekness, and kindness, 
of our manner in avoiding them, how 
gladly we would give them the right 
hand of fellowship; if they would but 
truly join themselves to the Lord. 

Is this a course of conduct beset with 
difficulty? Is it hard to draw the line 
faithfully, yet charitably ? Is it still more 
hard to act firmly, but courteously on 
the line thus drawn ? Is it apt to give 
offenqe to others, sure to yield pain to 
ourselves? Lay to heart then God's 
gracious assurance. He will be a Father 
to you. You shall be his sons and daugh- 
ters. You may have to encounter loss of 
worldly substance. But yours is treasure 
in heaven. You may have to lose the 
regard of near relations on earth, or to 
renounce the prospect of desirable con- 
nexions. But yours is adoption into 
that heavenly family where all is love for 
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evermore. God is your Father, justly more 
dear to you than any earthly parent. And 
you are dear to Him. You cannot indeed 
ever please Him by disrespect, or wil- 
ful disobedience, towards your parents 
according to the flesh. But neither can 
you truly honour God, unless you are 
prepared to obey Him rather than man ; 
even though that man were your parent. 
You cannot indeed please God by any 
act of unkindness to a brother or a sister 
upon earth. But in order to be a true 
child of God, and to have true brother- 
hood with his children, you must be sted- 
fastly purposed, that you will not wilfully 
take unto yourselves, for dear friends, or 
near connexions, those whom you plainly 
see to be at enmity with Him. He will 
make up to you all that thus you lose ; yea 
his love shall more than make amends, 
though you should lose the love of all 
mankind. But behold, you shall have 
not only communion with God, but also 
fellowship one with another. ** Ye shall 
be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord 
Almighty." And in saying so He plainly 
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implies, that we shall be brethren and 
sisters to each other. We shall not be 
left alone, to serve the Lord in cheerless 
solitude. But besides the sense of his 
presence, and the communion of his 
Spirit, we shall have that which He 
knows to be helpful, if not absolutely 
needful, for the confirmation of our faith- 
fulness, even the communion of his saints. 
Many like minded with ourselves shall 
be drawn nigh to us, and we to them, by 
the cords of spiritual affection. Here we 
shall enjoy the comfort, of having them 
for fellow helpers in the work of the Lord. 
Hereafter we may be sure of the satisfac- 
tion of having them, for fellow heirs of 
his endless glory. 

Having thus explained the principle 
set before us in the text, on which we 
ought to avoid, refuse, renounce, all in- 
timate connexion with the unbelieving 
and ungodly, and having enforced the 
animating motive, by which God urges 
us to the fulfilment of this duty, I have 
only to add, in conclusion, how earnestly 
I desire, that as many of you as are on 
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God's side, will apply this principle in all 
your social conduct, meekly indeed and 
charitably, but also faithfully, and firmly. 
When, for instance, as masters you choose 
your servants, or as servants hire your- 
selves to a master, refuse those, of whom 
you have reason to know, that they are 
addicted to the practices of iniquity. 
When you form friendships, see that 
those whom you select for friends, are as 
far as you can judge, friends of God. 
When you attach yourselves for life, as 
husband to wife, or wife to husband, let 
this be the very first point to be ascer- 
tained, before you suffer your affections 
to be engaged ; Is the person you are 
thinking of godly or ungodly, heavenly 
minded or worldly minded ? If the lat- 
ter, if you have ground for thinking that 
there is wanting faith towards God, and 
love towards Jesus Christ, much more if 
you have no room to doubt, that some 
gross sin is habitually committed, re- 
nounce all thought of the connexion at 
once. And so in all other matters, in 
proportion as the ungodliness of others is 
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manifest, or the connexion proposed with 
them is close, refuse to be yoked together 
with them, if you would maintain true 
fellowship with God. All such connexion 
is to be yoked together unequally. All 
such yoking together is unequal. You 
are more likely to lose than they to gain. 
The evil communication, wilfully encoun- 
tered, in opposition to the command of 
God, will corrupt your manners, instead 
of mending theirs. And though for the 
present you should get some little plea- 
sure or advantage, what can be more un- 
equal than this bargain, if a man should 
gain the whole world, but lose his own 
soul? (See Matt. 16. 26.) 



SERMON V. 



CONTENDING FOR THE FAITH. 



JUDE 3. 



Bekwedf when I gave all diligence to write unto 
you of the common salvation, it was needftdfor 
me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye 
should earnestly contend for the faith which 
was once delivered unto the saints. 

When St Jude says that the faith ** was 
once delivered unto the saints/' he 
means to refer to the teaching of Christ, 
and to that of his apostles. He and they 
preached the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth ; and also appointed 
others with authority to preach and teach 
it, as long as the world should last. 
So that if men could have been relied 
upon to teach as they were taught, this 

method of delivering the truth would 
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have sufficed, namely, oral tradition, 
the handing it down from generation to 
generation by word of mouth, through 
the means of ministers ordained to pub- 
lish it and preserve it. But already in the 
times of the apostles, St. Jude says, that 
it was needful to write unto the brethren, 
and exhort them, that they should 
earnestly contend for the faith ; evidently 
implying that the faith was in danger of 
perversion. And he takes occasion to set 
forth some chief particulars of the faith, 
whilst he specifies the errors of those who 
were persecuting it. 

Writing then was necessary as well as 
preaching. A written revelation of the 
Gospel must be added to the publishing 
it by word of mouth. And indeed the 
whole of Scripture, both Old Testament 
and New must be regarded as a record 
of the truth, in writing, given us through 
God's care in the truth's behalf; as the 
means of its preservation, and propaga* 
tion, in connexion with the ministry of 
living men. Without the Scriptures for 
an unerring standard, accessible to all. 
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the minister, however duly authorized , 
might easily deceive or be deceived. 
Without the minister authorized to teach, 
the Scriptures would be apt to lie un- 
heeded on the shelf; and the lively 
oracles of God might become as a dead 
letter, by the neglect of man. Thank 
God, therefore, I beseech you, that both 
ordinances are upheld in our own church, 
according to their respective real inipor- 
tance. Acknowledge to its full extent 
the value of the churches teaching by its 
ministers ; and praise the Lord for his 
goodness in giving you this privilege. 
And at the same time bless his holy 
name, for having delivered the faith to his 
saints, not only by the mouth of fallible 
witnesses, but by the imperishable, incor- 
ruptible, and infallible testimony, of the 
written word. 

Certainly it must be the fault of men 
themselves, if by the due use of these two 
means together they do not attain unto the 
truth ; if they remain in ignorance, or in 
doubt, as to what the truth really is. I am 
not saying that every man might be 
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enabled to settle every question that may 
be raised, on every point of doctrine, which 
can be imagined to form a part of Chris- 
tian faith. But this I say, that there is in 
these two ordinances ample provision for 
the maintenance of saving truth, in the 
whole body of the church, and in every 
member thereof. The faith spoken of in 
the text relates to ^' the common salva- 
tion." It excludes all nice questions of 
philosophy, falsely so called. It includes 
all that is needful, all that is helpful, for 
the saving of the soul. And this is the 
faith, in which if we do not become suffi- 
ciently informed by the means which God 
has provided, truly the fault is all our 
own. 

St. Jude never supposes for one moment^ 
that there can be any valid doubt as to 
what the true faith really is. He bids us 
contend for it, as for a thing which admits 
of being certainly ascertained. This is 
a point not sufficiently attended to. And 
if the duty of contending for the faith is 
now very generally neglected, one chief 
cause of the neglect is the prevalence of 
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a notion, that amongst the manifold forms 
of faith, striving for oue preference, it is 
impossible to say which is the right one. 
And therefore before I proceed to enforce 
the duty set forth in the text, before I 
press you, in one of these my parting ex- 
hortations, to contend earnestly for the 
faith, I have endeavoured first to shew 
you, that there are means which God 
would have within the reach of all, and 
which actually are within your reach, 
whereby all might plainly know what is 
the Christian faith, what are those things 
which God would have all men to believe, 
in order to their everlasting salvation. 

And now I would tell you what is meant 
by contending for the faith ; how you are 
to contend for it ; and what you are to 
contend for. The contention recom- 
mended by the apostle must in no wise 
be confounded with that strife of party, 
which abounds amongst all denominations 
of Christians. In the verse before the 
text, St. Jude prays, in behalf of those 
to whom he writes, ** mercy unto you, 
and peace, and love be multiplied." 
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(Ver. 2.) How utterly inconsistent are 
these blessings, with bitter controver- 
sies and deadly feuds, which have 
usually laid claim to the honour of con- 
tending for the faith ! Far be from us 
all such carnal weapons of contention, as 
wrath, or scorn, fraud, or violence ! No; 
we would maintain truth, but not stir up 
strife. With the firm conviction that we 
hold the true faith, we must unite a kind 
demeanour towards those who are in 
error. And our abhorrence of the sinful- 
ness of heresy and schism, must be tem- 
pered with a tender and affectionate con- 
cern, for those who are entangled in these 
deadly sins. We must remember on the 
one hand, that the wrath of man is never 
so thoroughly out of place, as when it aims 
to promote the righteousness of God. (See 
James 1 . 20.) And on the other hand we 
must never forget, thatit is a part of charity 
to rejoice in the truth ; and that to be indif- 
ferent to its excellency, and to take no part 
in its defence, comes neither of lovefor man, 
nor of love for God, but of selfishness, and 
sloth, or of regard to the praise of man 
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in preference to the praise of God. Oh, 
brethren, give not ear to the voice of that 
pretended liberality, which is near akin 
to actual infidelity. Neither take ye part 
in that sort of contention about the things 
of heaven, which is in reality only strife 
for the things of earth. Oh, brethren, 
bear in mind, on this subject, what St. 
Paul said to the Philippians, and what I 
would now desire to say myself to you, 
** Only let your conversation be as be- 
cometh the gospel of Christ: that whe- 
ther I come and see you, or else be ab- 
sent, I may hear of your affairs^ that ye 
stand fast in one spirit, striving together 
for the faith of the gospel." (Phil. 1. 27.) 
But what then is that faith, for which 
St. Paul bids us strive together, for which 
St. Jude exhorts us to contend? Let us 
turn to the verse next after the text; 
where we may see what points of doctrine 
St. Jude would enforce, by observing 
what errors he denounces. '* For there 
are certain men erept in unawares, who 
were before of old ordained to this con- 
demnation, ungodly men, turning the 
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grace of our God into lasciviousness, and 
denying the only Lord God, and our Lord 
Jesus Christ." These were fundamental 
errors. Or rather, they were wilful perver- 
sions of fundamental truth. And the fearful 
end which St. Jude afterwards assigns to 
the authors of these heresies, namely, *Hhe 
blackness of darkness for ever," (ver. 13,) is 
enough to alarm us in behalf of all who 
harbour any notions of the kind, and to 
make us watchful over our own opinions, 
lest we approach to harbouring them our- 
selves. 

** Denying the only Lord God, and our 
Lord Jesus Christ," this is the weight of 
the offence here denounced ; this the 
great departure from the faith here re- 
commended. Now it cannot be supposed 
that any teachers professing to be Christ- 
ians could deny that there is a God. This 
certainly is not the sense, in which the 
heretics here spoken of denied ** the only 
Lord God." No ; they denied ** the only 
Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ." 
That is to say, they denied the divinity 

of Christ ; they denied that Christ was 
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God. Being perplexed with the mys- 
tery of three Persons in one Godhead, a 
mystery beyond the depth of man's un- 
derstanding, and being also resolved to 
believe nothing which they could not 
completely understand, they denied this 
foundation truth of the faith once deli- 
vered to the saints, namely, that though 
there is only one living and true God, yet 
Jesus Christ is God the Son of God the 
Father. And in like manner they were 
probably disposed to deny that the Holy 
Ghost, proceeding from the Father and 
from the Son, is really and truly God. 
For it is to these connected errors, or 
rather heresies, that St. Jude seems to 
refer in the latter part of his Epistle, 
when he says, " But ye, beloved, build- 
ing up yourselves on your most holy faith, 
praying in the Holy Ghost, keep your- 
selves in the love of God, looking for the 
mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eter- 
nal life." (Ver. 20, 21.) And again, in the 
last verses he speaks of God and of our 
Saviour as of one, saying, ** Now unto 
him that is able to keep you from falling, 
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and to present you faultless before the 
presence of his glory with exceeding joy, 
to the only wise God our Saviour, be 
glory and majesty, dominion and power, 
both now and ever. Amen." (Ver. 24,25.) 
And here observe in what a practical 
light these great mysteries of our faith 
are set forth by St. Jude. In these 
verses, we have no formal, dry, cold, 
abstract statements of the truth ; such 
as have oftentimes been contrived by 
man's ingenuity, rather tending to narrow 
the number of believers, than to enlighten 
the way towards belief. When God is 
here mentioned, it is in connexion with 
the love of Him. (See ver. 21.) When the 
Holy Ghost is spoken of as a distinct per- 
son, we are reminded of his office, to help 
us in our prayers. (See ver. 20.) When 
Christ is mentioned, it is '^ the mercy of 
our Lord Jesus Christ" that is spoken of, 
and its blessed effect on us unto ^ ' eternal 
life." (Ver. 21.) And when glory is as- 
cribed *' to the only wise God our Sa- 
viour," if it be implied that God is one, 
and also that Christ is God, it is no less 
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evidently taught, that the use which we 
are to make of knowing this is to glorify 
his holy name. 

This then is one of the great heresies, 
against which you are here warned by St. 
Jude, denying the Lord who bought you 
with his blood, denying that Jesus Christ is 
God, and consequently denying that He 
made a full, perfect and sufficient atone- 
ment for the sins of all mankind. And 
the great connected truths of Christian 
faith, for which you here learn to con- 
tend, are these ; the unity of God ; the 
godhead of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost, as well as of the Father ; and the 
manifestation of the love of God, in the 
redemption of mankind, by the Father's 
giving the Son for us, by the Son's giv- 
ing Himself for us, and by the gift of the 
Holy Ghost proceeding from the Father 
and the Son. And the feelings which 
will most effectually prompt you to con- 
tend for these truths heartily are these, 
your own experience of their vital influ- 
ence on your conduct, the peace which 
you find them yield you now, the hope 
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which by their means you cherish in your 
hearts, of enjoying everlasting glory. 

But there is another great branch of 
Christian doctrine which may be plainly 
concluded from the text before us, the 
doctrine of the necessity of holiness, as 
the evidence and fruit of faith. And whilst 
we are here warned, on the one hand, 
against a lukewarm indifference to the 
mysteries of the Gospel, we are led to be 
upon our guard, on the other hand, 
against the risk of underrating the import- 
ance of its practical duties. To exaggerate 
the plain meaning of Scripture terms, to 
overstate or to neglect the proportion of 
Scripture promises and threatenings, and 
by way of magnifying God's mercy to- 
wards sinners, to make no mention of his 
hatred against sin, this is a most mistaken 
method of setting forth his gracious Gos- 
pel. They who thus pervert the faith 
seem exactly to answer to St. Jude's de- 
scription of ** turning the grace of God 
into lasciviousness.*' And I am bound 
to warn you, that they who do so are 
guilty of dishonouring our Lord, as well as 
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they who deny that He is our Saviour and 
our God. They who hold redemption 
from eternal death, but make no mention 
of redemption from the death of sin, they 
who lead the ignorant and unstable, to 
rely on the merits of Christ's dying on 
the cross, without following the steps of 
his most holy life, they who give no heed 
to the necessity of being sanctified by the 
Holy Ghost, as our way to being glorified 
together with our Saviour, these are 
guilty, whether wilfully or not, of *' turn- 
ing the grace of God into lasciviousness." 
For they encourage men, as we know that . 
thousands are encouraged, to say. Lord, 
Lord, without doing the will of God, to 
profess faith with their lips, without shew- 
ing it forth by their works, and to feel 
assured of an eternal inheritance in 
heaven, whilst their present life and con- 
versation is earthly, sensual, devilish. Oh 
what can be more awfully offensive in 
God's sight, than thus to have the precious 
blood of his dear Son made the means of 
inflaming those very sins, which it was 
shed on purpose to extinguish ! Oh 
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what can be more derogatory to the 
honour of our Saviour, than to be repre- 
sented not only as befriending sinners, 
but as preferring them to others for his 
friends ? 

We know indeed that, independently 
of these false statements, the truth it- 
self is liable to be abused, however 
fully it may be taught in all its bear- 
ings, however watchfully guarded against 
abuse. We know that from St. Pauls 
time until now, whensoever the gra^e of 
the Gospel has been taught, as faithfully 
as he would have us teach it, men have 
been always apt to say. Let us continue 
in sin that grace may abound. (See Rom. 
6. 1.) And our apprehension lest the 
wicked should thus wantonly pervert the 
faith, must never deter us from stating it 
fully, and contending for it earnestly. 
But we must not confound boldness for 
the truth with presumption in behalf of 
error. We must remember, that though 
offences are sure of coming, there is woe 
unto him by whose fault they come. (See 
Matt. 18. 7.) And we must be aware that 
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no greater offence can come by us, than 
for us to be instrumental, by a false or 
faulty statement of the Christian faith, in 
turning the grace of God into lascivi- 
ousness. 

Therefore contend earnestly, not only 
for the mysteries of Christian doctrine, 
but also for the obligations of Christian 
practice. Nay, rather remember, that this 
is a fundamental Christian doctrine, an 
essential part of the faith once delivered 
to the saints, namely, that all they for 
whom Christ died are bound to live unto 
Him. The testimony of the written word 
is most express upon this point. There is 
not a page which does not urge us to ho- 
linesSy and help to teach us to be holy. 
The voice of every faithful minister of the 
Gospel echoes herein the testimony of the 
Scriptures. Let your settled convictions 
be in harmony with the word of God, and 
with the teaching of the church. Main- 
tain firmly, and inculcate urgently, not 
only that we are justified by faith, but 
also that faith without works is dead being 
alone, not only that Christ died to save 
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sinnerSy but also that He died in order to 
save his people from their sins. 

The particular errors here adverted to 
by St. Jude are not however the only 
departures from the faith against which it 
is our duty to contend. There were others 
besides these, even in the times of the 
apostles. There are many others which 
since their time have been widely spread 
abroad. And when I am insisting on 
the duty of contending for the faith, I feel 
bound to bear testimony against those 
forms of error, which are most likely to 
beset you who hear me. Contend there- 
fore, I would say, contend earnestly for 
the protestant faith, as against the usurp- 
ations and corruptions of the apostate 
church of Rome. Contend against the 
assumed supremacy of their pope. Con- 
tend against their pretended infallibility. 
Contend against their indulgences for sin, 
against their claims to merit, against 
their purgatory and praying for the dead, 
against their image worship, and mass 
worship, and saint worship, and angel 
worship. Contend against their forbid-^ 
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ding to marry, and commanding to abstain 
from meats, and withholding the Scrip- 
tures from the people. Contend against 
their substituting good works for faith, 
or faith and works together for the blood 
of Christ, once shed upon the cross, as the 
only meritorious cause of man's salvation. 
On the other hand, contend no less 
earnestly against the spirit of division, self 
sufficiency, and insubordination, which is 
at the root of the system of dissent. The 
true Protestant Church is the ancient pri- 
mitive Catholic Church of Christ reform- 
ed, purified, reestablished ; and, there- 
fore, whilst you heartily renounce the 
usurped authority of the Church which 
is at Rome, rejoice to acknowledge the 
legitimate authority of that true Catholic 
Church, which, wheresoever it is, is the 
ordinance of Christ. Delight in practis- 
ing subjection to them which are set over 
you in the Lord, in conformity to his 
will in your behalf. Follow after unity. 
Do all that in you lies to promote a hearty 
reunion among divided Christians. Do 
nothing that shall either directly or in- 
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directly foment their divisionfl. But 
whilst you heartily thank God for any 
good which may be done by those who 
divide themselves, never doubt that their 
division is an evil, yea a sin ; never he- 
sitate to avow your conviction that it is 
so.* Mark how it leads the way to end- 
less diversities of opinion, and to gross 
perversions of religious truth. See how 
it scandalizes unbelievers. Consider how 
it embitters the temper, and chills the 
affections, and cramps the exertions of 
them which believe. And especially 
observe how it hinders and discounte- 
nances the zeal of those who are disposed 
to contend earnestly for the faith. These 
things lay to heart yourselves ; and press 
them on the minds of others. Maintain 
them firmly, and temperately, by appeal 
to reason^ fact, and Scripture. And in 
the face of a generation singularly indif- 
ferent to this vital point, be not ashamed 
to own your conviction, that the truth 
can be but one, and that all who love 
the Lord Jesus in sincerity are bound to 
be perfectly joined together in the same 
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mind and in the same judgment. (See 1 
Cor. 1. 10.) 

But once more let me repeat, that in 
thus contending earnestly for the faith, it 
most strictly behoves us to watch against 
the encroachment of a contentious spirit in 
our own hearts. One of the chief weapons 
wherewith we must contend is love. We 
must adorn our profession of true doc- 
trine, the doctrine of God our Saviour, 
in all things ; and above all things else, 
in the charity, which we cherish in our 
hearts, and manifest in our conduct. If 
we would contend successfully with the 
gainsayers of the truth, let us surpass 
them in our practice of the truth, let us 
outlive them, yea, let us outlove them. 
Let it be said of us, by them which behold 
our conversation, that God is in us of a 
truth. Let it be felt by those, against 
whose errors we lift up our voice, or exert 
our influence, that we bear hearty affec- 
tion to themselves. Thus shall '^ mercy, 
and peace, and love, be multiplied ;" 
whilst the truth is stedfastly maintained. 
The faith shall not be compromised ; and 
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yet they that oppose themselves shall be 
conciliated. Unbelievers shall be con- 
vinced ; wavereis shaU be confirmed ; 
the wicked shall be pnt to shame ; and 
the hearts of the righteous shall rejoice. 
In one word, God shall be glorified, by 
the glory given to the excellency of his 
Gospel, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 



SERMON VL 



SELF EXAMINATION. 



2 Cor. 13. 6. 



Examine yourselves^ whether ye be in the faith ; 
prove your oumselves. Know ye not your 
ownselves, how that Jesus Christ is in you^ 
except ye be reprobates ? 

Let me beseech you, brethren, to do as 
you are here bidden. Let me remind 
you, you must soon be put upon your 
trial ; and you had better now first search 
into your own condition. And let me 
add, though not with such full confidence 
of hope, as the apostle might well enjoy, 
let me add the verse next after the text : 
'* But I trust that ye shall know that we 
are not reprobates." (Ver. 6.) That is 
to say, St. Paul trusted that in the day 
when the secrets of all hearts shall be 
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disclosed, it will be found that he did his 
duty by the Corinthians ; that he faith- 
fully preached to them the Gospel, and 
affectionately urged them to embrace it. 
God grant that this may ever be the case 
with those who minister among you, my 
brethren ! God grant that you at least, as 
St. Paul goes on to pray and say, *' may 
do no evil ;" and this, not in order ** that 
we should appear approved, but that ye 
should do that which is honest, though 
we be as reprobates." (Ver. 7.) For thus 
it is that the apostle avows the object 
which was nigh unto his heart. Thus 
affectionately did he care for the Corin- 
thians. Thus modestly did he speak of 
his own services. 

But for a minister of the Gospel to 
speak of himself, of his own faithfulness 
and zeal, at once without affectation of 
humility, and without risk of presump- 
tion, requires almost the skill of an 
apostle. And, therefore, merely remind- 
ing you, that in proportion as you have 
been taught faithfully you must be ex- 
pected to make the further progress, I 
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would exhort you, in the expectation of 
a change of ministers, to search and see 
what progress you are really making. I 
call on you this day to V examine your- 
selves, whether ye be in the faith ;" to 
*^ prove your ownselves." Charge your- 
selves with all your privileges ; and then 
sum up all your sins. Note what is the 
real tenour of your lives. Find out what 
is the actual amount of your faith. God 
forbid that we should* be your accusers ; 
we who are ordained t6 be helpers of our 
brethren, to give them guidance, counsel, 
comfort ! God forbid that we should 
take pleasure in reproving you ! No ; 
for every deficiency we behold in you we 
take shame to ourselves ; for every trans- 
gression which you commit, we also must 
in some sort answer, whether we have 
done all that in us lies to teach you 
better. But on this very ground that we 
are answerable, as well as out of our 
regard for your souls that you perish not, 
we must be free to tell you if we suppose 
you to be in danger ; we must call on 
you to examine and ascertain for your- 
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selves how great your danger is. Ex- 
amine, therefore, yourselves, brethren, 
we beseech you ; * ' examine yourselves 
whether ye be in the faith ; prove your 
ownselves. Know ye not your ownselves 
how that Jesus Christ is in you, except 
ye be reprobates ?" 

The apostle here proposes a test, or 
means for proving your own selves, of the 
most searching and conclusive kind. 
''Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be 
reprobates." Either Jesus Christ is in 
you, or you are in the way to perish 
everlastingly. There is no middle course. 
You cannot serve two masters. Or, 
though you seem to yourselves to suc- 
ceed in serving both, God, you may be 
sure, will give you none of his wages, as 
long as you persist in serving mammon. 
Examine, then, are you really serving 
God, and Him only ? Examine, is Jesus 
Christ really in you? Examine, it 
amounts to nearly the same thing, *' ex- 
amine yourselves, whether ye be in the 
faith." 

I need not stay to tell you, at any 
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length, what that faith is in which you 
ought to be, in which you must be 
rooted, grounded, established, thriving, 
growing, bearing fruit. I need not now 
explain to you at large, that it is faith in 
God, the Father, reconciled to us ; faith 
in God, the Son, crucified for us ; faith 
in God, the Holy Ghost, making us holy. 
You all more or less know what the faith 
really is. Only you do not sufficiently 
consider, that to know what it is, falls far 
short of being in it. And you do not, I 
fear, feel sufficiently anxious to know 
whether you are in it or not. This is the 
point I now wish you to look into ; this 
is the thing which I would now urge you 
to ascertain, if it be possible ; whatever 
trouble it may cost you, whatever pain, 
whatever shame. 

Take in hand for your standard the 
word of God. Take first the text before 
you ; and try whether you are in the 
faith by trying whether Christ Jesus is in 
you. This, it is implied, must be the 
case, *' Except ye be reprobates." There- 
fore, if this be not the case, if Christ 
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Jesus be not in yoo, reprobates yoa are. 
Would yoa then know whether Christ 
Jesus be in you of a troth? Tom to 
another text, the eighth chapter and 
tenth verse of St. Panics Epistle to the 
Romans, where it is thos written, *' If 
Christ be in yoo, the body is dead 
becaose of sin ; hot the spirit is life 
becaose of righteoosness." The body is 
dead, as far as sin is concerned. The 
old man is crucified, with the affections 
and' lusts thereof. The Christian, in 
whom Christ is, dies to sin, and also 
lives unto righteousness. That in him 
which is carnal wastes and perishes ; that 
in him which is spiritual revives, and 
grows, and flourishes continually ; and 
the Holy Spirit, the Holy Ghost, the Spi- 
rit of Christ, lives in this his renewed life. 
So that he can say, as the apostle has 
said before to the Galatians, ^' Neverthe- 
less I live ; yet not I, but Christ liveth 
in me." (Gal. 2. 20.) 

Prove then yourselves thus : Does 
Christ live in me ? Ask yourselves, and 
say. Do I live as if Christ were living in 
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me by his Spirit? Try in several in- 
stances, such as readily occur. Remem- 
bering how Christ acted when on earth, 
and considering how He would act if He 
were now in you, ask yourselves and say, 
Do I thus act, thus speak, thus think, 
thus feel ? Christ, for instance, was fre- 
quent in prayer. Am I, you may ask 
yourselves, am I frequently praying ? Am 
I glad to pray continually ? Do I find my 
heart often lifted up in prayer to God, 
even when I am in company ? Do I 
often withdraw to some place of solitude 
on purpose to pray more uninterruptedly ? 
Again, Christ was often in the syna- 
gogue ; He was careful to attend the 
service of the temple. Am I regular in 
my attendance at church ? do I really 
attend as often as I can, as often as I 
should, if Christ were living in me ? He 
kept the passover. Do I delight to cele- 
brate the communion of his body and 
blood, the feast of that true paschal 
Lamb, who was led to the slaughter for 
us men, and for our salvation ? If not, 
can it be true that Christ lives in me ? 
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If not, what else can I be but repro* 
bate? 

Again, Christ '^went about doing 
good." (Acts 10. 38.) Now this is a 
matter by which you may know readily 
whether Christ be in you. Do you go 
about doing good? Have you within 
you any feeling of delight in doing good ? 
Is this feeling strong enough to prevail 
over your sloth, your selfishness, your 
love of pleasure, and your love of gain ? 
Are you really glad whenever you find 
a new opportunity of relieving want, of 
removing ignorance, of promoting the 
glory of God, and the cause of the 
Gospel which He revealed by his Son ? 
Do you ever devise plans for thus doing 
good ? Do you often think of some 
means by which you might better help 
to diminish the fearful amount of misery 
which is in the world through sin ? Or, 
if we were to think of some one more way 
of doing good, should you be thankful 
upon our asking you for help ? Or would 
not some be apt to say, We have too 
many calls on us already ? and others 
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quick to answer, it is of no use to try 
to do any good in a world so full of 
evil ? But would Christ so answer, if 
He were in you ? Or was not He wil- 
ling, out of the love He bare for lost 
mankind, to leave the glory which He 
had with the Father before the worlds 
began, and to lay down his life for our 
redemption ? Be assured that in propor- 
tion as Christ is really in you, in propor- 
tion as you are really in the faith, you 
will take delight in doing all the good 
that is in your power, you will really 
hold it to be *' more blessed to give than 
to receive." (Acts 20, 35.) 

Again, Jesus " when he was reviled, 
reviled not again ; when he suflfered he 
threatened not." (1 Pet. 2. 23.) He was 
mocked, He was spit upon. He was buf- 
feted. He was scourged. He was nailed 
to the cross. What were the words with 
which He expressed his feelings, at that 
hour, towards those who so despitefully 
entreated Him ? '* Father, forgive them ; 
for they know not what they do." (Luke 
23. 34.) Is this the temper which you 
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find present in your hearts when you 
meet with injury or insult? Are you 
ready to make all allowances in your 
power, for the mistakes, the prejudices, 
the ignorance, of those who use you ill ? 
Do you feel yourselves inclined to view 
their conduct with compassionate con- 
cern, not with that scornful pity which 
springs from spiritual pride, but with 
that tender sympathy which arises from 
your reflecting. This man is my brother : 
we have one Father, which is in heaven ; 
one Saviour, which is Christ the Lord, 
died for us ; one Holy Ghost is striving 
in the hearts of both of us ; we shall 
both stand at the same bar of judgment ; 
and there, if it will be inquired of this 
my brother why he wilfully did me wrong, 
it will be no less closely inquired of me 
whether I heartily forgave him. 

Or listen to our Saviour's ordinary 
language. Hear the manner in which 
He conversed, at one time with his 
chosen disciples, at another with publi- 
cans and sinners. And then observe the 
utterance of your own lips. Do you find 
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in your usual conversation any token of 
Christ being in you ? When you are 
with those who are notorious ill livers, 
does Christ remonstrate by your lips 
with those around you, and call on them, 
as He used to call on sinners, while He 
dwelt on earth, to repent, and amend 
their lives ? Or when you are with pro- 
fessed servants of the Lord, do you 
find your tongues apt to dwell upon his 
loving kindness ? do you feel as if He 
were within you, prompting you to speak 
of the things concerning the kingdom of 
heaven ? Prove yourselves by this test. 
Call to mind of what you were talking 
all day yesterday, all last week ; nay, 
what has been the subject of your con- 
versation all the morning of this hallowed 
day. Have you said any one thing which 
you can now look upon as the token of 
Christ's being in you, living in you ? If 
not, where is the evidence of your being 
in the faith ? Where is your faith, if it 
be not manifest in what you say, as well 
as also in what you do ? 

I have rested the proof of your being 
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*^ in the faith" on the evidence of Christ 
being in your lives ; for so I find it set 
forth in the text ; and so saving faith 
seems to be connected, throughout God's 
word, with holy practice. But let me 
not be mistaken, as if I would insist upon 
practice to the disparagement of belief. 
No; you must have faith, as well as 
works. Or rather, I would say, you 
cannot have works acceptable unto God, 
without faith in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Examine yourselves, therefore, in both 
together. Are you believing that which 
God has revealed ? Are you doing that 
which God has commanded ? Do you 
believe that Christ died to save sinners, 
and, you being a sinner, to save you ? 
Do you look upon yourselves as redeemed 
by his blood, made partakers, through 
his merits, of the gifts of grace, and made 
heirs of the crown of glory in heaven? 
You cannot heartily believe this, and not 
love the Lord who redeemed you. You 
cannot heartily love Him, and not long 
to do his will. You know of your own- 
selves, that if you love to do Christ's will. 
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you will be able to find the way of doing 
it. You know of your ownselves that if 
you are not doing it from the heart, 
Christ Jesus is not in you. And if He 
be not in you, if He dwell not in your 
hearts by faith, and work not in your 
lives by love, you know of your own- 
selves, and the apostle has here put you 
in remembrance, that there is but one 
alternative ; you are reprobates. 

Oh, brethren, what a word is this ! 
What a sentence to receive at the day of 
judgment, " Depart from me, ye cursed." 
(Matt. 25. 41.) What agony of grief for 
you to undergo ! What shame and con- 
fusion of face for me, if I have not warned 
you, and entreated you, in season, and 
out of season, instructed you, exhorted 
you, yea, and also reproved you ! God 
forgive me in whatsoever I have hitherto 
been negligent! God make me more 
faithful for the short time that remains ! 
God grant that whilst I become more 
bold to press home the truth upon your 
hearts, you may become more willing to 
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hear, more desirous to learn, more 
earnest to do ! 

Let me, then, now at once plainly tell 
you what reasons lead me to fear, that 
some of you are not altogether such as I 
would have you, such as I know that God 
requires you to be, such as I trust that by 
God's grace you will yet become. I see 
no great signs of growth in godliness. 
And I fear, that if you are not coming 
forwards, you must be going backwards. 
The tree which no longer grows is nigh 
unto death. The Christian who makes 
no advance in holiness is apt to be draw- 
ing back towards perdition. It is not for 
me to pass this sentence upon any one of 
you. But I am bound to consider your 
case attentively, and to form the best 
opinion in my power as to your present 
spiritual condition, for my own guidance 
in the office of admonishing you. Let 
me, then, state what I see, and hear, and 
know ; and do ye judge your ownselves, 
every one of you. 

Now I see no great increase of attend- 
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ance at public worship. Few of those, 
who began with coming once, have learnt 
to come twice on the Lord's day. Some 
who used to attend twice, now come only 
once. Hence I am led to think, and I 
beg you to judge whether there be not 
ground for thinking, that you are not 
taking increased delight in public wor- 
ship, and that you are not exerting your* 
selves, as you ought, to bring hither 
some of those who never attend at all. 
Again, I see but few of you attend the 
week day evening lecture ; so few that I 
feel reluctant to make mention of their 
number. Now I know that above an 
hundred houses of public entertainment 
are frequented each evening of the week 
for a longer space of time than it would 
take to attend at church. Hence I con- 
clude, judge you whether with reason, 
that others have more of relish for this 
world's pleasures than you have of zeal 
for God's worship. Else it seems not cre- 
dible that the house of God would be so 
empty ; else you would find time to give 
one hour on one week day to attendance 
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at divine service. Again, I am concerned 
to see that so few attend with pleasure 
the Supper of the Lord. I say, with 
pleasure, because I know not how to 
think that they are glad to come, who 
stay away as often as they decently can. 
I say, so few, because the number, 
though increasing, is still small. For 
out of all who ever attend this church, 
I know not of two hundred who ever 
receive the Lord's supper at all. And it 
has never yet happened once, since first 
this church was opened, that we have 
had as many communicants as an hun- 
dred all at once. 

1 might go on to tell you of other signs 
and tokens, which make me tremble 
for your progress towards heaven, make 
me fear lest many of you are lacking in 
faithfulness to God. But it is enough if 
I have awakened your attention, if I have 
induced you to examine into the matter 
for yourselves. Hereafter I also shall be 
called to account, to answer, amongst 
many other things, for my labours in the 
Gospel amongst you. And to apply to 
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myself the questions of the text, I must 
now examine whether I have proved my 
faith in Christ, by love, diligence, and 
zeal, in ministering to you his people. If 
Christ has been in me, thus I must reflect, 
if^his Spirit has wrought with me, by my 
means, the fruit ought to be manifest in 
your improvement. What, then, W9uld 
be now my own case, I must further 
enquire, if I were now called away, not 
to a place of rest compared with this, for 
the remainder of my time on earth, but 
by the summons of death, to the judg- 
ment seat of Christ ? How many of you 
might I reckon on, as likely to form my 
crown of rejoicing in the day of the 
Lord ? (See 1 Thess. 2. 19.) Should I 
attain to anv such crown at all ? Or 
must I rather expect for my negligence 
and timidity, for the little pains I have 
taken, and the little fruit I have reared, 
to be counted amongst such ministers as 
are reprobate ? 

Whilst, then, I thus search into my 
case as your minister, do you, my 
brethren, try your ownselves. Try your- 
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selves by the word of God. Try your- 
selves by the text which we have been 
now considering. " Examine yourselves, 
whether ye be in the faith. Prove your 
ownselves. Know ye not your ownselves, 
how that Jesus Christ is in you, except 
ye be reprobates ?" Such self examina- 
tion will, I trust, redound in many of 
you to your no small joy immediately. 
I trust that you will find, on proving your 
ownselves, that you are in the faith, that 
Jesus Christ is in you, that you are not 
reprobates, that you are now serving 
Christ, and glorifying Him heartily, as 
your way to reign with Him for ever- 
more. And as to those who shrink from 
the enquiry here proposed, to them I say, 
Be no longer deluded by Satan whisper- 
ing, ''Ye shall not surely die." (Gen. 3. 
4. ) Deceive yourselves no longer by re- 
flecting, we are not so bad as to be called 
reprobates ; the world does not call us so. 
Look rather to this one thing, which they 
are whom God calls reprobates; namely, 
all of whom* it is not true that Christ Jesus 
is in them, all Christians who are not ani- 
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mated by the Spirit of Christ. Dear breth- 
ren, try yourselves, before it is too late, by 
this searching test: Are you in the faith, 
or are you not? Is Christ in you, or is He 
not ? He cannot be in you, and you not 
make it manifest He cannot be in you, 
and you still love to sin. He cannot be 
in you, and you not try to glorify his 
name. If Christ be not in you, and so 
far as He is not in you, you are repro- 
bates. If you are reprobates, and so far 
as you are reprobates, you are rejected of 
God, you are liable to his wrath, you are 
in the way to perish for ever. Whereas, 
if Christ be in you of a truth, you shall 
live in joy to all eternity. How can you 
be aware that this is your alternative, 
and yet bear to be in doubt ? How can 
you be in doubt, and not determine 
straightway to examine ? 

Help us, heavenly Father, Thou that 
seest our inmost thoughts, help us to 
search and examine whether we are in 
the- faith. Help us to prove our own 
selves. Let us ever bear in mind that 
Jesus Christ must be in us, unless we be 
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reprobates. Let us ever live as if He 
were in as of a truth. And do Thoa 
grant that He may be in as, and we in 
Him, to the glory of thy name, thioagh 
Him. 



SERMON VII. 



BAPTISM AND CONFIRMATION. 



Acts 19. 2, 3, 

He said unto them. Have ye received the Holy 

Ghost since ye believed ? And they said unto 

hiniy We have not so much as heard wliether 

there be any Holy Ghost. And he said unto 

' them, Unto what then were ye baptized ? 

It was St. Paul who put these questiops 
to certain disciples whom he found at 
Ephesus. And the disciples to whom he 
put these questions appear to have been 
believers in Christ, though they had not 
yet been baptized, according to Christ's 
ordinance, '' in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost." 
(Matth. 28. 19.) They had indeed been 
baptized unto John's baptism ; for in reply 
to the second question of the text, '* Unto 
what then were ye baptized ?" th^y said, 

F 6 
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" Unto John's baptism." But this was a 
very different thing from Christian bap- 
tism ; for St. John the Baptist could do 
no more than pledge men to repentance 
and faith. And so St. Paul proceeds to 
say, * ' John verily baptized with the bap- 
tism of repentance, saying unto the people, 
that they should believe on him \^hich 
should come after him, that is, on Christ 
Jesus." (Ver. 4.) Whereas at Christian 
baptism, repentance and faith are re- 
quired beforehand in them that are bap- 
tized, or else are pledged beforehand in 
behalf of them. And this being so done, 
the baptized Christian receives by means 
of this ordinance these glorious gifts from 
God, forgiveness of sin, adoption into 
God's family, and grace unto holiness. 
Ever may we bear in mind that we have 
been made partakers of these gifts ! Ever 
may we watch, and pray, and also labour, 
that we receive not the grace of God in 
vain ! (See 2 Cor. 6. i.) 

The case of these disciples, and of. the 
first disciples in general, was indeed very 
different from ours ; for children could 
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not be brought to Christ in baptism, un-' 
less first their parents were believers. 
And the Gospel was therefore first of ne- 
cessity addressed to persons who were of 
age to answer for themselves. And these 
persons might well be required to repent 
and believe, before they were admitted to 
be baptized. But this being not practi- 
cable in infancy, it has been the universal 
practice of the church to suffer the little 
children of Christian parents to come unto 
Christ in baptism, upon the promise of 
repentance and faith made in their behalf 
by others, which promise, when they come 
of age, they are themselves bound to per- 
form. This, I say, has been the uniform 
practice of the true catholic or universal 
church of Christ. Nor shall we doubt that 
this was the intention of onr Lord, and 
the practice of his apostles, in the ordi- 
nance of Christian baptism, if we consider, 
first, this universal practice of the church 
from the times of the apostles ; secondly, 
the command of God for admitting in- 
fants of eight days old into the Jewish 
church by circumcision ; and, thirdly, 
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the many well known passages in the 
New Testament, which of necessity lead 
to the conclusion, that the children of 
believers are privileged, from their ear- 
liest years, to partake freely, as far as 
they are capable, of all the gifts of grace 
which their parents enjoy. And who can 
doubt that the new birth of baptism is one 
of the gifts whereof they are partakers ; 
who, that considers duly the proper no- 
tion of new birth, as the beginning of the 
Christian life, not its consummation, the 
entrance unto a state of peace with God, 
not the infallible certainty of continuing 
therein ? 

It is true, that notwithstanding these 
strong considerations, there have been of 
late some few believers in Christ who have 
refused to have their infants baptized, and 
who have held that no one can be truly 
baptized at all until he is of age to answer 
for himself. And persons of this persua- 
sion seem to find some ground for their 
opinions in the books of the New Testa- 
ment, because the first converts concern- 
ing whom we there chiefly read were of 
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full age when they were converted, and 
therefore also of full age when they were 
baptized. Thus making no allowance for 
the altered circumstances of the case, they 
are led into one great error in refusing 
baptism to infants ; and they thereby fall 
into another, separation from the church. 
Their children grow up, without having 
been brought to Christ, in this way of 
his appointment, without this ground for 
trusting that their sins have been for- 
given, without being bound by this pledge 
to serve the Lord, or enabled by this 
means of grace to do Him service. As 
they grow to man's estate, they feel as 
though they were free to the question, 
whether they shall be Christians or not. 
They imagine themselves in the mean- 
while not obliged to serve God unless they 
like it ; because they have not yet been 
dedicated in baptism to his service. And 
so sweet is this imagined liberty, that in 
point of fact a large proportion of those 
who have been thus brought up never are 
baptized at all. 

What should we think of that man's 
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or hamanity, who, whilst his chil- 
dren were infftnts, would not tell them 
they are his, or that he is their father, or 
that they are bonnd to love him and obey 
him as such ; bat who on the contrary 
should bring them up as strangers, aliens, 
all for fear that they should prove undu- 
tiful children; and who, when they grow 
up, should give them their choice whether 
they like to undertake the duties of his 
children or not? Certainly this would 
not be a likely way to engage their du- 
tiiiil regards ; certainly this is not the 
way in which our own natural affection 
and common sense prompt us to act. Far 
from it. We teach our children that they 
are ours, by acts of love, long before they 
can understand our words. Amongst the 
first things which they learn to repeat, we 
teach them to honour their father and their 
mother. We refer to this their bounden 
duty, affection, and respect, as chief mo- 
tives and assistances in training up our 
offspring in the way they ought to walk. 
And though we are aware that their 
sin is greater, if they resist known paren- 
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tal authority, and requite with coldness 
known parental love, yet we are also 
aware^ that this authority and love, ma- 
nifested on our part, and acknowledged 
on theirs, are the chief means supplied by 
God's providence, and recommended in 
God's word, whereby parents may render 
children dutiful and affectionate. 

It is on a like principle that the believer 
brings his children, straightway after 
birth, to be born anew of God in baptism, 
and ever after brings them up as children 
of God, and inheritors of the kingdom of 
heaven. They never can be too young, 
he thinks, to receive a free gift from God. 
They cannot too soon be accustomed, he 
reckons, to regard God as their Father 
reconciled to them, as their Saviour made 
flesh and crucified for them, as their Com- 
forter the Holy Ghost, making them holy. 
They may indeed fall away from grace 
given, and become undutiful children of 
the Most High. But without grace given, 
in the way of God's appointment, they can- 
not be his children at all. With it, with 
God's grace, and with an education an^ 
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swering thereunto, they are in the most 
likely way, they are in the only likely 
way, to grow up unto Christian manhood, 
unto the measure of the stature of the ful- 
ness of Christ. (See Eph. 4. 13.) 

I charge you, therefore, as many as are 
Christian parents, first to have your chil- 
dren duly baptized, in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost ; and I charge you to bring them 
up thenceforward, by degrees, as their fa- 
culties expand, in the knowledge and the 
love of God the Father, in the knowledge 
and the love of God the Son, in the know- 
ledge and the love of God the Holy 
Ghost. I bid you observe, that in the text 
St. Paul refers to baptism, as the means 
whereby the disciples ought to have been 
informed that there was a Holy Ghost, and 
also to have been admitted to the partaking 
of his gifts. '* Unto what then were ye 
baptized ? " How can ye be ignorant of 
the gifts of the Spirit, how can ye be ig- 
norant that the Holy Ghost has been 
given, if ye have been baptized in his 
name ? This is the force of his question 
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to the disciples whom he found at Ephe- 
sus. And this question, thus explained, 
may be applied by Christian parents to 
their children, after some such manner as 
this following : 

Remember, my child, unto what thou 
hast been baptized ; unto the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghost. Remember, 
that whereas thou wast by nature born in 
sin, a child of wrath, thou hast been born 
again at thy baptism a child of God and 
of his grace. There was then infused into 
thy soul the principle of a new life. A 
heavenly grace was then infused, never 
but by thine own fault to fail of growing 
with thy growth, and strengthening with 
thy strength. Thou hast access unto 
God through Christ. In all thy trials ask 
of Him for help, and it will surely be 
given thee. Approach unto the Lord, in 
prayer and praise, with the confidence of 
a well beloved child. Serve Him with the 
devout affection due to One, who is at 
once thy Father and thy God. Watch that 
thou dost never grieve, resist, or quench, 
his Holy Spirit, dwelling within thee. 
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But as it is thy glorioas privilege to be at 
peace with God through Christ, and to be 
led by the Spirit in the ways of God ac- 
cording to his will, so let it be thy chief 
delight to endeavour by faith, and love, 
and zeal, to glorify his most holy name. 

Thus might we apply, in our own altered 
circumstances, the things said to the dis* 
ciples of old, who were not baptized in 
childhood, as we are. But there is an- 
other difference between our case and 
theirs, which must also be considered; 
namely, that the gifts of the Holy Ghost, 
which they received of God, were in many 
instances, of a kind more manifest to sense, 
than those which are now vouchsafed to 
us. When St. Paul in the text puts this 
question. Have ye received the Holy Ghost 
since ye believed ? he means to ask them, 
whether they had received the manifes- 
tation of the Spirit in power ; as, for in- 
stance, the gift of speaking in tongues 
strange to them before, or the gift of pro- 
phecy, or the gift of healing the sick. 
For at the beginning of the Gospel, the 
Holy Ghost was used to testify his pre- 
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sence and indwelling by miraculous 
powers, such as these; which served at 
once to confirm the faith of those who 
were thus gifted^ and to help them in esta- 
blishing the faith of others. It was then 
a new and strange thing that God should 
dwell in man by his Spirit^ and that man 
should be enabled, by God's power, to re- 
nounce sin and follow after holiness. And 
it graciously pleased God to certify the 
reality of his indwelling, the truth and the 
efficacy of his influence in the heart, by 
enabling men to do these outward acts of 
power, which they evidently could not 
have done except by help of One mightier 
than themselves. These gifts however 
were not continued in the church, beyond 
the very earliest ages of Christianityir 
And though there have been since those 
times various pretenders to the power of 
working miracles, we are well assured 
that their works are generally to be clas- 
sed, not with the gifts of the Holy Ghost, 
but with the signs and lying wonders of 
Satan. 

And yet there is a useful sense in 
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which we may now ask the question of 
the text, ** Have ye received the Holy 
Ghost since ye believed ?*' There is a 
sense in which we may usefully put this 
question to all those, who have made pro- 
fession of their faith at baptism, or rather 
who have had it made in their behalf. 
Have ye since that time so profited by 
the grace of God received, as to have had 
more given you ? Have ye had grace to 
be thankful for your early dedication to 
God's service, for your admission at your 
infancy into sonship with God? Have 
ye had grace to be glad that God has 
adopted you for his children, and that 
thereby ye are bound most deeply to 
devote to Him your hearts and lives? 
Have ye had grace to be dutiful child- 
ren, to be affectionate children, to love 
God because of his first loving you, so to 
love Him as to keep his commandments, 
so to keep them as not to count them 
grievous ? (See 1 John 6. 3.) Have ye 
had grace to walk with God, as dear child- 
ren ; looking to Him for guidance, lean- 
ing on Him for help, continually sensible 
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of bis presence, and firmly persuaded that 
He is making all things work together 
for your good ? 

These are questions, which we have 
strong ground for pressing on the atten- 
tion of every one, who has ever been bap- 
tized unto Christ's baptism. These are 
questions, which we have great reason to 
fear that many could but ill reply to. 
Many, very many, through default of 
faith and love in their professing Christian 
parents, are brought to baptism in a man- 
ner so unworthy of that ordinance, and 
are brought up afterwards in Tiabits so in- 
consistent with their vows^ that it is hard 
to think how God's blessing can attend, on 
prayers which are not prayed, and pro- 
mises which there is not the least attempt 
to perform. And though sponsors are re- 
quired by the church, godfathers and god- 
mothers, to supply what may be wanting 
in the parents according to the flesh, yet 
these are often chosen with so little re- 
ference to their piety or proficiency in the 
Gospel, that they render not the slightest 
assistance towards bringing up their god- 
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children in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord. But it must be admitted 
that the helpless infant is not altogether 
prejudiced by the default of parents na- 
tural or spiritual. It must be granted 
that God's blessing waits upon his own 
ordinance, notwithstanding man's unwor- 
thiness. It must be maintained that as 
all infants duly baptized^ and dying in 
infancy, before they commit actual sin, 
are meet to inherit heavenly glory ; so 
those of them who live are to be looked 
upon as heirs of that inheritance, and 
their heirship is to be dated from the hour 
when they were born into a new life, 
the life of God in the soul of man, the 
life of holiness^ the life of happiness for 
ever. 

And this we take to be the proper foot- 
ing upon which all baptized Christians 
stand. And whereas many of them grow 
up in ignorance or neglect of this their 
standing, as Christians, in God's sight, I 
say to these. Ye are servants of God, nay 
ye are sons of God, whether ye will or 
will not own it, and rejoice in it. Ye 
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have been brought into a close connexion 
and relationship with God, which ye may 
indeed dishonour, but which ye cannot 
cancel ; in virtue of which ye have ines- 
timable advantages, and also incalculable 
responsibility. Ye are sons of God, and 
must be so to the end ; though ye may 
have been, and may still be, sons which 
are rebellious, and therefore also children 
of perdition. Ye are heirs of heaven ; 
but ye may easily be tempted, unless ye 
watch and pray and strive against temp- 
tation, to sell your birthright for the 
pleasures of earthy and thus to lose your 
inheritance for ever. Every sin ye fall 
into is so much the more sinful, by reason 
that ye have access unto grace, whereby 
ye might stand upright. Every instance 
of departure from God aggravates your 
guilt in departing from Him at all ; and 
yet cannot lessen the force of your obliga- 
tion to live according to his will. Ye 
cannot help being bound to serve Him ; 
however much ye may wish it. Know 
that to be thus bound is your greatest 

G 
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gain. Be assured that your best way of 
safety, peace, and joy, is to multiply, and 
strengthen and renew, as far as in you 
lies, all the ties of duty and aflFection 
which bind you to your Father which is 

in heaven. 

It is with a view to strengthen the ties 
of baptism, that the ordinance of confir- 
mation is administered, to those who have 
been previously baptized. At the time 
of life when they are of age to answer for 
themselves, pains are taken to ascertain 
whether they have been duly instructed 
in the doctrines and duties of the Gospel, 
and whether they are disposed to believe 
and to obey, to love God, and to do his 
will. Being found, as far as man can 
judge, thus qualified, they are brought 
forward to make profession of their faith- 
fulness, in the presence of the church, and 
before Him who searches the heart. And 
the bishop, laying his hand upon theiif 
heads, prays that God may defend them 
with his grace, that they may continue his 
for ever, and daily increase in his holy 
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Spirit more and more, until they come to 
his everlasting kingdom. (See Order of 
Confirmation.) 

The expected confirmation, to be held 
in this church, has seasonably reminded 
me, that I might do well to treat of this 
subject, in connexion with that of baptism, 
in one of these my parting exhortations. 
Observe therefore, all ye who have been 
baptized, and have not yet attended con- 
firmation, that it is your duty, and your 
privilege, and your gain, to be confirmed. 
If ye have been brought up from child- 
hood according to the vows made for you 
in baptism, happy are ye, and great will 
be your happiness in now ratifying those 
vows in your own persons. To do your 
duty to God is already the very joy of 
your hearts. How gladly will ye make 
public declaration, that ye consider it 
your glory so to do ! To have the help 
of the Holy Ghost in obeying God your 
Father, and in glorifying Christ your 
Saviour, is already the foundation of your 
confidence, the mainstay of your strength. 
How thankfully will you now draw nigh 
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unto an ordinance, which affords both 
fresh supply of heavenly strength and 
fresh assurance of being strengthened 
from heaven ! 

And as for those of you, who though 
baptized in infancy have not been brought 
up as Christian children ought to be, 
what a call is made on you in this ordi- 
nance, what a turning point towards God 
is here provided^ what a convenient op- 
portunity for turning now occurs ; it may 
be, now or never ! Now you might con- 
fess Christ before men. Now you might 
repent, and believe, and obey the Gospel. 
Now you might close thankfully with 
those offers of redeeming love, pardon for 
sin in time past^ and strength to serve 
God better for the future. Turn then ; 
yea, pray God to turn your hearts. Pray 
God that He would teach you how to 
pray, and how to turn. Endeavour to 
apprehend, and feel aright, your actual 
case, your condition, your standing before 
God; as children, once adopted, but 
again estranged, elect, but nigh to be cast 
off. Seize on this occasion most gra- 
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ciously offered you by God, to be re- 
established in the fulness of his fatherly 
affection, in the inestimable privileges of 
his saints. 

As to you who have been confirmed 
heretofore, let the ordinance, now about 
to be administered to others, remind you 
of your feelings and professions, your vows 
ratified, and your service pledged, at the 
time when it was administered to your- 
selves. Examine, I beseech you, how far 
have you, since that time, received the 
Holy Ghost ? Examine, how far have you 
since grown in grace and godliness? How 
far have you lived more closely in com- 
munion with God ? How far have you 
studied more devoutly to glorify Christ? 
Think, if you have been neglectful, care- 
less, cold, think what an offensive thing 
it is to God, what a grievous thing it 
must prove to yourselves, to have received 
the grace of God in vain. And if you 
have been diligent to improve the gift 
imparted unto you, think how great has 
been your gain already, think how infi- 
nitely glorious is the crown awaiting you, 

od 
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if yon continne stedfast unto the end. 
Oh that God, who has begun in you a 
good work, may bring the same to good 
effect ! Oh that yon, who have begun to 
do God serrice here, may persevere to 
the praise of the glory of his grace, to all 
eternity ! 



SERMON VIII. 



CHILDREN EXHORTED. 



1 John 5. 21. 



** Little children, keep yourselves from idols. 
Amen'' 

No less than seven times in this epistle, 
St. John addresses all the disciples, to 
whom he writes, as " little children." 
This was an expression of his tender af- 
fection for the people of God. It would 
signify to them his sense of their weak* 
ness, his conviction of their depending 
upon God for help. It would remind 
them of how great need they had to be 
humble, teachable, submissive. And it 
would incline them, instead of counting 
themselves to have already attained, to 
press towards the mark for the prize of 
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their high calling of God in Christ Jesus. 
(See Phil. 3. 14.) But though these 
passages, and this whole epistle, were 
written to converts of full age, though 
grown up men and women, being but as 
children in God's sight, are so addressed 
in the words of the apostle, yet the words 
are also justly applicable to Christians 
who are not as yet grown up. And in the 
hope that I may bring them home to the 
hearts of the young amongst my hearers, 
I propose now to apply the text more 
especially to them. " Little children, 
keep yourselves from idols. Amen.'' 

You know, dear children, what idols 
are ; namely, images which are wor- 
shipped instead of the true God, by those 
who know no better. The temptation to 
do this is very great, for this reason, that 
we all naturally love to walk by sight 
and not by faith ; we are all naturally 
much led by the senses of the body, 
by the things which we see, and hear, 
and handle. Now '^ no man," as St. 
John tells us, ^' no man hath seen God 
at any time." (1 John 4. 12.) And be- 



VIII.] Children exhorted. 129 

caase men cannot see God, they find it 
hard to follow where God leads, to mind 
what God says. And so they think that 
it will help them to attend, if they make 
an image, and set it up, and look at it, 
and worship it. And then it soon comes 
to pass that they set their hearts upon the 
image instead of upon God. And then 
God, who is jealous of his honour, gives 
them up, for their idolatry, to all sorts of 
foolishness, to all manner of iniquity. 

You have read of this, dear children, 
and have heard of it. And you know 
how foolish and miserable a thing it is, 
to give to idols the honour due to God. 
But let me tell you further, that there 
are other idols besides images. Let me 
warn you, that if you set your hearts on 
any earthly vanity, instead of loving God 
with the whole of your affection, you are 
little better than idolaters. Let me be- 
seech you, that you now lay to heart the 
danger you are in, from idols such as 
these, which I now tell you of, namely, 
riches, fine clothes, sensual pleasures, the 
mastery over each other, and regard to 
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man in preference to God. And especially 
let me remind yon, first of all, that there 
is only one snre way to keep yourselves 
from idols ; and this is, if you believe in 
the true God, and serve Him devoutly 
with all your hearts. 

First then I desire to shew you the 
way of safety. I would teach you to 
keep yourselves from the false idols of 
this world's vanity, by quickening your 
faith in the true God. I would impress 
you with a lively sense of his presence, 
his power, his goodness, his love towards 
yourselves. And for this purpose, I can- 
not do better than rehearse to you the 
words of St. John next before the text : 
'' We know that we are of God, and the 
whole world lieth in wickedness. And 
we know that the Son of God is come, 
and hath given us an understanding, 
that we may know him that is true, and 
we are in him that is true, even in his 
Son Jesus Christ." (Ver. 19, 20.) 

The apostle says, ** we know." Do you 
know, do you understand, little children, 
do you feel assured ? Are you aware that 
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you are of God? that He has chosen you, 
and taken you in Christ Jesus, out of this 
\yicked world ? that He has set you apart 
to be his children? that He has admitted 
you to the privileges of his children? 
that you are invited to approach Him 
even as you would approach a kind and 
forgiving parent ? that you are enabled^ 
or might be through his grace, to live in 
constant communion with God, to love 
Him, and to obey Him, and to glorify 
his name ? Know these things I beseech 
you ; understand them ; feel assured of 
them. Think of them frequently. Act 
upon the strength of them perpetually. 
Oh how thankful will you then be to God 
for his goodness ! How sensible of his 
love ! Oh how greatly will this help you 
to keep yourselves from idols, when you 
know that you are of God, redeemed, se- 
parated, saved out of a world which 
'' lieth in wickedness!" 

But further, St. John says, *' We know 
that the Son of God is come, and hath 
given us an understanding that we may 
know him that is true, and we are in him 
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that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. 
This is the true God and eternal life." 
Little children, attend to this most care- 
fully. It is by means of Jesus Christ, 
the Son of God, that we know the true 
God, and have eternal life. '* The Son 
of God is come." *' The Word was made 
flesh, and dwelt amongst us.'' (John 1. 
14.) Jesus Christ is his name. His 
great object in coming was to die for 
our salvation. For as St. Paul tells us, 
this is a true saying, and worthy to be 
received by all men, *' that Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners." 
(1 Tim. 1. 15.) Now in order to be saved 
by Him, you must first believe in Him. 
And in order to believe in Him, you must 
first know Him. And it is also by means 
of knowing Christ that we come to know 
the true God. '' He hath given us an 
understanding that we may know him 
that is true." Yes, and further, " we are 
in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus 
Christ." And to be in the Son is our 
way to be in the Father. *' This is the 
true God and eternal life ; the God who 
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is revealed by Jesus Christ ; the life 
and immortality which He has brought 
to light. 

Never therefore try to know God by any 
other way, than by the revelation which He 
has given of Himself by his Son. Never 
neglect any means or opportunity of 
growing in the knowledge thus revealed. 
Endeavour to know God by knowing 
Christ Jesus, and Him crucified. Re* 
member that this is the true God, and 
this eternal life. This is the true God ; 
and there is no other. This is the true 
way of life eternal ; this the only way. 
Other ways may seem to lead to life ; but 
the end thereof is death. Other gods 
may seem to be entitled to your love. 
But they are vain. And to serve them 
is foolishness. And the end of serving 
them is to perish for ever. But this is 
the true God ; this God revealed by Jesus 
Christ ; this God of whom Jesus Christ 
is the Son ; this God the Father, God 
the Son, and God the Holy Ghost. This 
is the true God. This is the only real 



134 Children exhorted. [serm, 

God whatsoever. This is He who created 
the heavens and the earth ; created them, 
made them, in the beginning, out of no- 
thing. This is He who made all things 
for his own glory ; and who upholds or 
destroys the things which He has made, 
according to his own good will and plea- 
sure. This is He who made man ; yea, 
who made every one of us. This is He 
who provided for man's happiness, both 
before man had fallen, and afterwards, by 
providing abundantly for man's holiness, 
and for man's communion with God. This 
is that ever present Spirit, in the midst of 
whom we live, and move, and have our 
being ; who now sees our secret thoughts, 
and will hereafter bring them all to judg- 
ment. Praised be his name, that He has re- 
vealed to us the knowledge of Himself by 
his Son Jesus Christ ! Praised be his name, 
for giving us certain knowledge that this 
is the true God and eternal life ! Little 
children, be thankful that you have been 
taught to know Him, and pledged to 
serve Him, and bound to glorify his 



VIII.] Children exhorted. 135 

name ! Little children^ since you know 
the true God, see that you '* keep your- 
selves from idols !" 

And now, I would point out, in the se- 
cond place, some of the chief idols which 
are honoured amongst men, and more es- 
pecially among children, in the place of 
the true God ; and which will be apt, un- 
less you watch and pray against their 
influence, to withdraw your affections 
from your Saviour. First, I say, riches 
are such idols ; worldly possessions, 
money, and the things which money can 
procure, these are objects of great es- 
teem, to which many of mankind bow 
down, day and night, with the most ab- 
ject homage, with the most devoted ser- 
vice. Keep yourselves, therefore, little 
children, from this idol. Remember how 
it is written in the Scripture, that ** the 
love of money is the root of all evil." 
(1 Tim. 6. 10.) Remember that it was 
money which tempted Judas to be a trai- 
tor. (See Matt. 26. 15, 16.) Consider 
how the first Christians proved the liveli- 
ness of their faith, the sincerity of their 
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zeal, and the warmth of their love, by 
having all things in common^ by selling 
their possessions, and laying the price at 
the feet of the apostles, to be divided unto 
all, as every man had need. (See Acts 2. 
45.) Think of our blessed Saviour's ques- 
tion, '^ What is a man profited, if he 
shall gain the whole world, and lose his 
own soul?" (Matt. 16. 26.) Lay these 
things to heart, and then resolve never to 
do any thing for money which you know 
to be wrong ; never to be hindered by the 
prospect of gain from doing any thing 
which you know to be right. Set not 
your hearts on riches. Be not anxious to 
possess them. Be free to give of such 
things as you have. Yea, esteem it, as 
Jesus Christ esteemed it, more blessed to 
give than to receive. (See Acts 20. 35.) 
And especially bear in mind, that how- 
ever highly this idol is esteemed, how- 
ever generally wealth is worshipped in 
the world, it is but an idol after all, it is 
vanity, it is nothing. Time flies, and it 
is gone. Death summons, and it ceases 
to be. Its owner cannot take it with him 
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to the grave. It cannot give him help or 
comfort there. No ; rather, if it has been 
ill gotten, or ill spent, it will rise up in 
the judgment against him. It will then 
make him subject to this fearful sentence, 
** Son, remember that thou in thy life- 
time receivedst thy good things, and like* 
wise Lazarus evil things ; but now he is 
comforted, and thou art tormented." (Luke 
16. 25.) 

Closely connected with worldly wealth 
is this other idol, worldly pomp. And 
perhaps the most tempting way, in which 
this idol presents itself to little children, 
is in the love of fine clothes. . Now this is 
a very vain idol indeed } ^hd very foolish 
indeed are those children who pay any re- 
gard to it at all. And yet we cannot 
wonder that it takes with little children^ 
when we know that it often ensnares even 
those who are grown up to be men and 
women. ' And when we consider into how 
much waste, extravagance, and dishonesty 
it leads those who set up this idol in their 
hearts, we shall be very anxious to guard 
the minds of little children against being 
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taken captive by it. Keep yourselves, 
therefore, I beseech you, dear chil- 
dren, from this idoL Be content with 
plain clothes ; and when these are re< 
newed, be not proud of new clothes ; be 
not anxious to display them ; be not en- 
vious of those who have better than your 
own. It is indeed your duty to be neat 
and clean in your dress, as well as in your 
persons. And God, whose works are all 
beautiful to behold, would have you to 
enjoy with thankfulness the comfort of 
good clothing, which, amongst many other 
earthly blessings, is here within the reach 
of nearly all. But so much the more is jt 
sinful to be vain of God's good gifts. So 
much greater is your risk, if you vainly set 
your hearts upon fine dress, that this will 
become a snare to you, and lead you into 
many another sin, as well as help to 
alienate your hearts from God. 

The next idol against which I have to 
warn you is sensual pleasure. It is closely 
connected with the one last mentioned. 
For what are the things after which the 
Gentiles seek, as our Lord describes the 
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heathen in his time ? What they shall 
eat, and what they shall drink, and where- 
withal they shall be clothed. (See Matt. 
6. 31.) Other sensual pleasures will beset 
your souls hereafter, with snares the most 
alluring, with poison the most deadly. 
At present those of eating and drinking 
are the chief idols of this kind, which you 
are tempted to serve. And the more 
greedily, and selfishly, and inordinately, 
you indulge these appetites whilst chil- 
dren, you are in so much the greater dan- 
ger against time to come, of having the 
body become the master of the soul. 

Therefore, I say, little children. Chris- 
tian children, seek not greedily, as though 
you were children of this world, seek not 
greedily after what you shall eat and what 
you shall drink. Place not your chief 
happiness in these things* Or, if you have 
been used to do so when you knew no bet- 
ter, repent and amend, and hunger and 
thirst after righteousness. Begin in these 
smaller matters to deny yourselves ; watch 
against all selfishness, against all sensu- 
ality. Instead of trying to get the largest 
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and best portion for yourselves, yield it 
cheerfully to others, out of your love to 
them, and out of your love to God. Thus 
you will do your duty at this present time. 
And When you grow older, and find other 
sensual pleasures endeavouring to take you 
captive in their snares, you will thus be 
prepared, through God's grace, by habits 
of self government, to reject with horror 
the cup of drunkenness, and the pollu- 
tions of uncleanness. Oh, when we think 
how many souls are lost by forbidden in- 
dulgence in these pleasures of the body, 
how can we be too plain, or too urgent, in 
our warnings to the lambs of the flock 
of Christ, lest they be thus taken captive 
by Satan at his will ? 

Another idol which the young are much 
tempted to fall down and worship, is vic- 
tory, the mastery over each other, the 
having their own way, and getting their 
own will, by resisting and subduing those 
who oppose themselves. The spirit of 
strife is one of the first which is mani- 
fested amongst those many evil tempers 
with which we are all born into the world. 
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It may be seen whilst the child is yet in 
arms. It may be heard in almost the first 
words the infant utters. It is found fre- 
quently to mar the enjoyment of those 
playful sports, in which the young of every 
kind delight, and in which they are pro- 
vided with healthful exercise, against the 
time of active usefulness. And, alas ! 
when that time arrives, how great is the 
evil which the spirit of strife entails upon 
the children of men ! How many are the 
sufferings of those who are apt to strive ! 
How much of misery do they inflict upon 
others ! How greatly would the happiness 
of all be promoted, if the young could be 
made to feel that all such strife is wicked- 
ness, that all such victory is vain, that it 
is an idol, a false good, a gross evil ; and 
that the way to be the master is to be the 
servant of all, and that in order to be 
really greatest we must esteem ourselves 
the least ! (See Mark 9. 35.) 

I hope that you will try, dear children, 
thus to rule your tempers according to 
God's word. I pray that you may have 
grace to prevail over yourselves, that you 
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may not wish to prevail against each 
other. Lay to heart these words of Christ, 
" Resist not evil." (Matt. 5. 39.) Prac- 
tise this role of Christ's apostle, ** Over- 
come evil with good.*' (Rom. 12. 21.) 
Follow this example of your Saviour, 
" When he was reviled, he reviled not 
again ; when he suffered, he threatened 
not." (1 Pet. 2. 23.) Keep your tongues 
from reviling ; keep your hands from 
fighting ; keep yonr thoughts from long- 
ing to resist and to subdue ; keep them 
^om all hatred, all thirst for revenge. 
^' Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, 
and clamour, and evil speaking be put 
away from you, with all malice ; and be 
ye kind one to another, tender hearted, 
forgiving one another, even as God for 
Christ's sake hath forgiven you." (Eph. 

4. 31, 32.) 

One other idol or set of idols, I men- 
tioned, as being apt to tempt little chil- 
dren, as well as those who are grown up, 
namely, regard to man, respect to man's 
opinion, desire for man's praise, fear of 
man's scorn ; and all these in opposition 

12 
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to the fear of God, and the love of Him, 
and the fear of his displeasure, and the 
desire of his goodwill. Men are close to 
us ; whilst God seems to be far off. And 
though by faith we see Him more closely 
in our company than any human being 
can be, yet they who have not faith feel 
and act, as if they were out of sight of 
God J and only in sight of their fellow- 
creatures. Hence they care more than 
they ought for what man will think of 
them ; and less than they ought for what 
God will think of them ; if indeed they 
care for this at all. Rather than offend 
man, they will say that which God knows 
to be false. In order to please man, they 
will do that which God has declared to 
be wicked. 

; Little children, keep yourselves from 
this idol. Keep yourselves from these 
idols ; for there are many of them nearly 
allied to one another. Remember, man is 
vain; but God is sure. Man perishes; God 
lives for ever. Man is weak ; God is 
almighty. Man is foolish ; God knows 
every thing aright. Would you not wish 
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to have such a God as this foryourFriend ? 
Will you not rejoice to know that He is 
your Father ? Will you not gladly bear 
in mind, that you cannot help being 
always in his presence ? yea, He is with 
you always, and you always are with 
Him. Be then ever afraid of doing con- 
trary to his will. Be ever desirous of 
pleasing Him. Study to maintain a con- 
stant sense of his presence. Study to 
acquire a deep impression of his fatherly 
attention to all that you do and say and 
think. Remember how often it comes to 
pass, that the things which are highly 
esteemed amongst men, are abomination 
in the sight of God. And whilst we are 
glad, when it so happens, that you gain 
the good opinion of those who love God 
and serve Him ; let the thing on which 
your heart is really set, be not the 
praise of man, but the praise of man's 
Maker, of Him, whom though you see 
Him not, you have learnt above all to love. 
In conclusion, whilst I bid you keep 
yourselves from these idols, I also charge 
you to observe, that it is only by the 
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grace of God that you can possibly obey 
my exhortation. You can do no good 
thing by your own strength, or by the 
force of your own resolutions. Young as 
you are, I doubt not that you have often- 
times experienced the folly of trusting to 
your own strength, and that you have 
found how vain it is to purpose, unless 
God helps you to perform. This, I would 
have you know, this is another idol against 
which you must be upon your guard, 
from which you must pray to be deli- 
vered ; this idol of your own strength of 
purpose, this idol of your own ability to 
serve and please God, without his most 
gracious help. It is an idol, a vain thing, 
a false imagination. There is no such 
thing in reality. You have no such ability, 
no such strength. Your dependency must 
all be upon God. 

" Be ye therefore followers of God, as 
dear children." (Eph. 6. l.) Put your trust 
in God ; as children who are weak ; but 
whom He is pleased to strengthen. Your 
enemies are the world, the flesh, and the 
devil . Your help is in the name of the Lord, 
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who made heaven and earth. You have 
been adopted as his children. You are all 
brethren in Christ Jesus. Strive there- 
fore together for the grace of the Gospel. 
Be helpers to one another. And ask, for 
one another, help of God. Graciously 
He hears the prayers of little children. 
Graciously He accepts their praise. Pray 
to Him, and praise Him, the true God, 
through his Son Jesus Christ; and He 
by his Holy Spirit will keep you from 
idols. • 

" Amen." So do, I beseech you. 
" Amen." So may God give you grace 
to purpose and to pray. So may He 
teach you by his Spirit, support you by 
his strength, and receive you, in his due 
time, to partake of his glory ; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



SERMON IX. 



THE OFFICE OF THE CHRISTIAN MINISTRY. 



2 Cor. 2. u, is, 16. 

Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth 
us to triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest 
the savour of his knowledge by us in every 
place. For we are unto God a sweet savour 
of Christy in them that are saved, and in them 
that perish : to the one we are the savour of 
death unto death; and to the other the savour 
of life unto life. And who is stffficient Jbr 
tliese things ? 

If St. Paul, in the midst of his triumph- 
ant thanksgiving, was forcibly reminded 
of man's insufficiency for the office of 
ministering in the Gospel, how much more 
need has such an one as he who is now 
addressing you, to reflect^ with pain and 
confusion of face, ** Who is sufficient for 
these things ?" Alas, not I. And never 
did I more deeply feel my insufficiency, 
than now^ when, in the expectation of 
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removal y I have endeavoured to review 
the froit of my ministry among yon, during 
these ten years past, and more. Which 
be they, who have become Christians 
indeed ? Which be they, who have learnt 
to love with all their hearts the Lord that 
bought them ? Which be they, who both 
learn how they ought to walk, and also 
abound more and more ? Which be they, 
who by a consistent walk in holiness of life 
are now gladly shewing forth the praise 
of their Redeemer, and becoming fit to 
partake of his heavenly glory ? Alas, I 
dare not say of many, that I know them 
to be altogether such as I would have 
them. I dare not say of any, that I look 
upon their proficiency in the Gospel as the 
result of my own labours in the ministry. 
Nor is it meet I should. Satisfaction such 
as this is, I feel, ill deserved by labours 
such as mine. And when I take for my 
text the words of St. Paul, '* Thanks be 
unto God which always causeth us to 
triumph in Christ," it is because they 
express what I ought to feel as your 
minister, not what I have really felt. 
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Observe then in this text, that it was 
in Christ that St. Paul triumphed. And 
learn hence one of the first duties of the 
Christian minister, not to glory in him- 
self but in his heavenly Lord. And ob- 
serve in this discourse, devoted to setting 
forth the nature and the objects of the 
Christian ministry, it is mine office that 
I magnify, not myself; the ordinance of 
God, not the unworthy instrument by 
which that ordinance is carried into 
effect. It is a heavenly treasure ; though 
it is committed to " earthen vessels." 
(2 Cor. 4. 7.) And it is good for you to 
be put in mind of the honour, which God 
gives to the office of your ministers, in 
order that you may '* esteem them very 
highly in love for their work's sake;" 
(1 Thess. 5. 13 ;) not for what they them- 
selves can do, but for the sake of the 
treavenly work, which God is pleased to 
do by their means. Remember then that 
it is in Christ that they ought to triumph, 
if at all ; not in themselves. Magnify 
not their gifts or graces, but the strength 
of Him, whose ministers they are, and of 
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whose mysteries they are stewards. (See 
1 Cor. 4. 1.) And when you rejoice in 
any benefit arising from their ministry, 
triumph, not in them, but in Christ. 

This I say is one of the first duties of 
the Christian minister, this ought to be 
one of the marked features in his cha- 
racter, that he triumphs in Christ. When 
he begins to glory in himself, he is 
robbing Christ of his honour, and he 
may expect to be soon cast aside, as 
useless to his Master. Or if the people 
committed to his charge give to him the 
honour due unto his Lord, if they look 
not beyond their pastor upon earth to 
the great Shepherd of the shepherds in 
heaven, Christ again is robbed of his glory, 
and the man who is thus exalted must 
reckon upon being soon put down . Never 
may you be guilty, never may those who 
minister amongst you incur the guilt, ^ 
thus triamphing in any other than in 
Christ Jesus! When sinners are con- 
verted, when saints are edified, when the 
word of God's Gospel has free course and 
is glorified, ever may all the glory be 
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ascribed to our only God and Saviour ; 
praise be ever to Christ Jesus our 
Lord ! 

The next point which I have to dwell 
upon in the office of the Christian minis- 
ter is this, that we are witnesses of the 
truth. ^* Now thanks be unto God," says 
the apostle, '^ which always causeth us 
to triumph in Christ, and maketh mani- 
fest the savour of his knowledge by us in 
every place." It is our office to make 
manifest the savour of the knowledge of 
God. Every where we are to bear testi- 
mony to the truth as it is in Jesus. In 
all places, and at all times, we are to be 
engaged in making known, and making 
acceptable, as far as in us lies, the way of 
salvation from sin and death, the way of 
holiness, the way of life eternal. God 
has indeed made these things known by 
written documents. But He has thought 
fit also to appoint living active witnesses. 
He has ordained that men should be set 
apart, to teach and preach the Gospel, 
and to testify unto all men every where 
that they should believe it, and obey it. 
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He has given them his authority for so 
doing. They are commissioned as his 
witnesses unto their brethren. And the 
more they bear in mind their divine com- 
missioU) they are the less likely to be 
tempted to magnify thenlselves, instead 
of glorifying Him who sends them. 

Now, in order to discharge our com- 
mission as we ought, in order to be faith- 
ful witnesses, it is first necessary that we 
ourselves believe. And accordingly, St. 
Paul thus describes his own case, and that 
of his fellow helpers in the Gospel : ** We 
having the same spirit of faith, according 
as it is written, I believed, and therefore 
have T spoken ; we also believe, and there- 
fore speak." (2 Cor. 4. 13.) Oh that 
God may give you grace to receive our 
words, when we repeat in his presence 
unto you this day, that we believe in 
Jesus Christ ! And these are the things 
which we believe. God made man good. 
Man fell into sin. God gave his Son to 
be the Saviour of sinners. In Jesus Christ 
is perfect salvation to all who by faith lay 
hold of it. Upon repentance their sins 
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are forgiven. When they pray in Christ's 
name their prayers are heard^ and grace 
is given according to their need. The 
Holy Spirit of God, working in their 
hearts^ makes them conformable to the 
image of their Saviour. Their life on 
earth, thus sanctified, is made to redound 
to the glory of God in heaven. When 
they die, they depart to be with Christ ; 
and when Christ shall come to judge the 
world, they shall receive the fulness of 
joy with Him, for ever. All men must 
then stand before his judgment seat ; 
and whilst they which have lived the 
life of faith will be freely and finally 
saved, those who have rejected mercy 
through Christ will be sentenced to ever- 
lasting destruction. This we know to be 
truth. We believe, and therefore we 
speak. Receive ye our testimony. We 
bid you in God's name, we beseech you 
for Christ's sake, receive ye our testi- 
mony ; believe and be justified. Else, if 
ye receive it not, if ye believe not, your 
end is to perish. And it is nigh at hand. 
The Judge is at the door. And ye, whilst 
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ye hesitate, or venture to refuse, will find 
yourselves lost for ever. 

Thus are ministers witnesses by their 
words. But they must be also witnesses 
by their lives. They must be examples 
to the flock of Christ. Here indeed I 
must repeat, with tenfold conviction of 
my own un worthiness, " Who is suffi* 
cient for these things ?" who is able to 
shew forth, in his life, the excellency of 
the Gospel, the beauty of holiness, the 
warmth and strength of that devout affec- 
tion which is answerable to the love of 
God, in redeeming us by Christ ? " who is 
sufiicient for these things ? " Alas ! not L 
It is only such an one as St. Paul that 
may venture to say, as he said to the 
Corinthians, ^^ our rejoicing is this, the 
testimony of our conscience, that in sim- 
plicity and godly sincerity, not with fleshly 
wisdom, but by the grace of God, we have 
had our conversation in the world, and 
more abundantly to you-ward." (2 Cor. 
1 . 12.) It is only such an one as St. Paul 
that could appeal to his own example 
thus : ^^ Be ye followers of me, even as I 
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also am of Christ." (1 Cor. 11. i.) And 
yet this we know is what all Christian 
ministers ought to aim at, to be examples 
to their Master's flock. For thus St. Paul 
writes to Timothy, ** Be thou an example 
of ihe believers^ in word, in conversation, 
in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity." 
(1 Tim. 4. 12.) And again, thus to Titus : 
^' In all things shewing thyself a pattern 
of good works." (Tit. 2. 7.) May God for- 
give me the many things in which I have 
not shewed you this pattern ! May God 
grant, that so far as I have been a follower 
of Christ, ye may be followers of me ! 

But besides being witnesses of the 
truth, and examples to the flock, we may 
further consider ministers as ambassadors 
for Christ. This is an expression twice 
used by the apostle ; to the Corinthians, 
"We are ambassadors for Christ;" to 
the Ephesians, " I am an ambassador." 
(Eph. 6. 20.) An ambassador is an ofiicer 
of state, sent by one king to another, on 
affairs relating to the kingdom. This is to 
be witnesses of a more exalted rank. This 
signifies that we are delegated to treat 
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with men on the concerns of eternity. We 
negociate peace in Christ's name, with 
them that arQ at enmity with God. And 
to such as reject his mercy, we declare 
war in his name, and threaten vengeance. 
But though an ambassador be charged 
with threateniiigs, he is himself to be re- 
garded as a friend. And though the mes- 
sage which we bear may be unwelcome, 
we may fairly put to you this question of 
St. Paul, ** Am I therefore become your 
enemy because I tell you the truth ?*' 
(Gal. 4. 16.) No ; if it be the truth, we 
cannot compromise or conceal it, without 
injury to you, as well as unfaithfulness to 
God. It is a treaty from the King of kings 
that we are charged with ; and we will not 
conceal it, or any part of it. We will not 
humour your prejudices, nor comply with 
your vain imaginations, but plainly tell 
you the real terras, the only terms, on 
which you can have peace with God. 
Whatever men may think of it, however 
meanly they may reckon of that covenant 
of peace, which we are authorised to pro- 
claim, we are not ashamed of the Gospel 
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of Christ. We know it to be the power of 
God unto salvation. We know that He 
whom we unworthily represent, is able 
and willing to save to the uttermost all 
that come unto Him by faith in Christ 
Jesus, to save them from that wrath which 
is revealed against all unrighteousness of 
men. We hold it to be the most honour- 
able of all employments upon earth, to 
bear this embassy of peace from God to 
man. We know it to be the most respon- 
sible of all charges, to be stewards of the 
mysteries of God in the Gospel. We would 
not, for all that worlds can offer, make 
the heart of the righteous sad, whom God 
has not made sad ; nor strengthen the 
hands of the wicked, that he should not 
return from his wicked way, by promising 
him life. (See Ezek. 13. 22.) We see 
no kindness in saying, peace, when there 
is no peace. All our love, all our zeal> 
all our words, are for eternity. And we 
shrink not from any pain, which we may 
have to suffer or inflict, at this present 
time, so we may but win for Christ souls 
that live for ever and ever. 
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But, farther, ministers are also watch- 
men, and they are also rulers ; and these 
two features in their character are set 
forth together in this one verse of the 
Epistle to the Hebrews : '^ Obey them 
that have the rule over you, and submit 
yourselves ; for they watch for your souls 
as they that must give account ; that they 
may do it with joy, and not with grief ; 
for that is unprofitable for you." (Heb. 
13. 17.) We rule in Christ's behalf. We 
watch in his behalf; for his glory, and for 
your gain. By ruling and watching, ac- 
cording to his will, as well as by bearing 
witness, and by being his ambassadors, 
we make manifest the savour of his know- 
ledge. Our government is spiritual. We 
are set over the flock of Christ, under his 
authority, to be a terror to evil doers ; not 
to them that break the laws of man, but 
to them that transgress or neglect the 
Gospel of God. To such as profess to 
believe, and yet disobey ; to such as name 
the name of Christ, and yet will not de- 
part from iniquity ; to such as take no 
pains to know the truth, or knowing it 
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care not to believe it, or believe only to 
tremble, instead of loving it ; to all these, 
we, as rulers in Christ's kingdom, are or 
ought to be a terror, by the force of our 
reproofs, and by the faithful application 
of the terrors of the Lord. 

And we are at the same time set for 
the praise of them that do well, to encou- 
rage the timid, to cheer the dejected, to 
comfort the afflicted, to minister to the 
full assurance of hope in them that re- 
pent, and believe, and love, and obey ; to 
uphold them against the scorn of men ; to 
fortify them by our prayers and by our 
counsel against the snares and assaults of 
Satan ; these also are our honourable em- 
ployments, these our blessed privileges, 
this our spiritual authority. Look to it 
that you submit yourselves thereto. See 
that you lose not the advantage of our 
spiritual rule, by refusing to be spiritually 
subject unto us. Else how can we be unto 
God a savour of life in you, unless you 
receive us in the character which God has 
given us, and pay us that respect which 
He requires at your hands ? Never may 

12 
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we claim this honour for ourselves, but for 
our ministry ! Never may we forget that 
it is in virtue of our commission, not in 
return for our work and labour of love, 
that we are entitled to the rank, and ho- 
nour, and authority, of them that rule 
over you, in the Lord ! 

And we are also watchmen. We watch 
for souls, as they that must give account. 
And this is one chief way, whereby we 
are to make manifest the savour of the 
knowledge of God in Christ Jesus. To 
watch for souls! What a fearful responsi- 
bility! What wakefulness does this re- 
quire on our part ! How much have we 
to answer for, if any through our negli- 
gence be lost! Brethren, pray for us^ 
that in such a charge as this, we .may 
have the help of God to s.trengthen us, 
and the mercy of God to forgive us. 
When I think of the hundreds, nay thou- 
sands of souls, that have gone from this 
parish to their last account, during the 
term that I have held the office of watch- 
ing over you, I can only repeat my most 
earnest request, that you will pray for me, 
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and with me, that I may be forgiven, if 
any through my carelessness have been 
lost. "Who is sufficient for these things?" 
Not I. Far from it. I thank God, that 
I have had the benefit of many fellow 
helpers in this work, true witnesses, faith- 
ful ambassadors, upright rulers, wakeful 
watchmen. And I desire, as I know they 
do also, to give God the glory, for what- 
soever good has been wrought among you 
by their means. I, and they, and all men, 
are insufficient ; without God. With Him, 
with his help, the weakest instrument may 
be made effectual to the greatest ends. 

And now observe, in conclusion, ob- 
serve carefully what is one chief end of our 
ministry, as set forth in the passage taken 
for our text. It is not merely, as we are 
apt to suppose, the gaining converts from 
the service of Satan to that of God. Nor 
is it merely the making known in every 
place the truth of the Gospel of God. 
But it is further the being uuto God a 
sweet savour of Christ. " We are unto 
God a sweet savour of Christ, in them 
that are saved, alid in them that perish. 
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To the ODe we are the saTOur of death unto 
death, and to the other the saTour of life 
onto life." It is a mistake then to think 
that oar ministiy is wasted, that the ob- 
ject of our ministry is lost, when our 
testimony is not belieyed, our message 
not receired. Our ministry is wasted, as 
far as they who reject it are concerned. 
But it is not wasted with God. The ob- 
ject of our ministry is not lost to God. 
He is still glorified. His goodness is still 
magnified. We are ineidiercase '^ unto 
God a sweet sarour of Christ, in them 
that are saved and in them that perish." 
'' To the one we are the savour of 
death unto death." For Grod will be 
glorified at the last day, yea is glorified 
even now, in spite of the perversity of the 
unbelieving ; He is glorified even in their 
unbelief. There is no evil that man can 
do, out of which God will not work good. 
And whilst the wicked transgress his will, 
and obstinately resist his grace, and madly 
refuse to close with the tenders of his mercy 
in Christ Jesus; there are beings who 
look on with wonder and with love, at the 
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longsuffering and goodness of the Lord ; 
and there is a day at hand, in which an 
assembled world will acknowledge, in the 
everlasting destruction of the ungodly, 
that God is righteous, and true, and 
good. Every word which we utter, and 
you will not hear, every exhortation which 
we give and you refuse to receive, every 
message of mercy which we repeat, and 
which you reject against your own souls, is 
thus unto God "a sweet savour of Christ." 
It is a savour of Christ's love in dying 
for you, of his goodness in dying for sin- 
ners so obdurate, of his patience in bear- 
ing with sin so wilful and so great, on 
the part of those to whom his Gospel is 
made known. Thus are we a savour of 
Christ unto God, whilst to the wicked 
we are a savour of death unto death. 

But " to the other a savour of life unto 
life." This is our glory and our joy. 
Here we have unmingled satisfaction. 
With this consideration I rejoice to con- 
clude, '* A savour of life unto life." Let 
us hope that we are such to many amongst 
you. What glory to be put on mortal 
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man, that he helps his fellow mortals 
towards immortality! What happiness, 
to be in any wise an instrument or means 
of your being happy for ever ! What a 
triumph, to have contributed to swell the 
triumphant train, which will enter with 
Jesus into heaven! Help forward, we 
pray you, this our joy. Live in holiness 
now, that you may live in heaven here- 
after. This is " life unto life ;" godliness 
now, gladness for evermore. It is of this 
we testify, in this that we try to lead the 
way ; for this that we are ambassadors, 
rulers, watchmen; that ye may be pre- 
pared for the coming of the Lord, and 
that He, when He comes, may find you a 
people prepared for his coming. Oh 
that you may by that day be prepared to 
glorify his holy name, not by being con- 
demned but by being justified ! Oh that 
we may then appear to have been unto 
God a sweet savour of Christ in you ; not 
in your perishing for ever, but in your 
partaking of everlasting salvation, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord ; to whom be glory 
for evermore ! 



SERMON X. 



HOLY SCRIPTURE. 



Rom. 15. 4. 



Whatsoever things were written aforetime were 
written for our teaming^ that we through pa- 
tience and comfort of the Scriptures might 
have hope. 

St. Paul begins this chapter with declar- 
ing, " We then that are strong ought to 
bear the infirmities of the weak, and not 
to please ourselves." (Ver. i.) He then 
proceeds, *' Let every one of us please 
his neighbour for his good to edification." 
(Ver. 2.) And by way of urging this 
counsel further, he pleads Christ's exam- 
ple, ** For even Christ pleased not his 
own self; but, as it is written. The re- 
proaches of them that reproached thee fell 
on me." (Ver. 3.) Now these words are 
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taken from one of the Psalms of David. 
And it might be thought, that they ap- 
plied only to him, and not to Christ. As 
if therefore to obviate this objection, St. 
Paul remarks, in the text, '' For whatso- 
ever things were written aforetime were 
written for our learning, that we through 
patience and comfort of the Scriptures 
might have hope/* Here then we are 
plainly taught, that the Scriptures of the 
Old Testament, much more those of 
the New, were all written for the learn- 
ing of us Christians ; in order that we, 
guided by the counsel, and comforted by 
the promises, which they contain, may 
wait, at once patiently and hopefully, for 
the glory which shall be revealed in us. 

Let me then now try to impress you 
with a due sense of the value of God's 
word, as applicable by every Christian 
to himself. But let me first say a few 
words on the connexion between this or- 
dinance, the written word, and that other 
chief ordinance, for the gathering together 
and edifying of the church, namely, the 
mmistry of man. There is an intimate 
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connexion between the two. And as far 
as we can see, God might have spread 
abroad the knowledge and practice of 
his will, amongst mankind, by either one 
of these means, without the other. But 
in gracious condescension to our wants, 
He has provided both ; the living minis- 
ters to preach the Gospel, and the written 
word to be the standard of their preach- 
ing ; the living ministers to be instant at 
all seasons, testifying to the truth, re- 
proving sin, and encouraging holiness, 
the written word to be a monitor yet more 
continually present, infallible in itself, 
though liable, through our fault, to be 
misapplied. When we consider how 
many fall far short of what they ought to 
be, even with both these means of edifi- 
cation at hand, we ought to be thankful 
that we have not been left to one only ; 
we ought to praise God for his goodness^ 
both in delivering us from the errors of 
that church, which exalts the ministry of 
man, but locks up the word of God ; and 
in preserving us from the mistake, little 
less dangerous, of those, who whilst they 



168 Holy scripture. [serm. 

magnify the sufficiency of God's word, 
depreciate the calling, commission, and 
authority, of God's ordained ministers. 
Having lately preached on the office of 
the Christian ministry, I desire now to 
devote another of these my last discourses 
to the subject of God's most precious book, 
the Bible. May He teach you to under- 
stand it ; move you to love it ; and con- 
strain you by love to obey it ! 

First then, I pray, you, well observe, 
that it is all designed for your instruction 
and improvement. " Whatsoever things 
were written aforetime were written for 
our learning." Thus St. Paul writes in 
the text to the Romans. And in like 
manner to Timothy, he writes under 
God's inspiration, " All scripture is 
given by inspiration of God, and is pro- 
fitable for doctrine, for reproof, for cor- 
rection, for instruction in righteousness, 
that the man of God may be perfect, 
throughly furnished unto all good works.** 
(1 Tim. 3. 16.) It is all profitable. It 
is all profitable to every one of you. Or 
if not, the* fault is yours. It is all pro^ 
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fitable, its different parts in their different 
degrees, for their different uses. Not that 
you can take it all, word for word, as 
spoken directly to yourselves ; but that 
you are to consider all as written by reve- 
lation from God, spoken according to his 
will to some amongst your fellow crea- 
tures. And when you have allowed for 
the difference of their circumstances, of the 
period in which they lived, and of the light 
which it was their lot to enjoy, when you 
have made these allowances, there will 
in every case remain principles of divine 
wisdom, applicable to guide aright the 
life and conversation of you who are 
here alive this day, and manifestations of 
divine goodness, fitted to fill your hearts 
with thankfulness, and your tongues 
with praise. 

Next I would have you note, how ne- 
cessary it is, in order to learn aright what 
God would teach you by the Scriptures, 
that you should study them with diligence 
and laborious attention. You must exer- 
cise the sense, the memory, the judg- 
ment, in one word, the reason, which God 
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has given you. You must exercise these 
faculties to the utmost of your ability. 
You must not be content with apprehend- 
ing that which seems easy, but you must 
also aim at mastering that which appears 
difficult. It is a great treasure which lies 
hidden. You must dig for it with all 
your might, and search with all your skilU 
It is a pearl of great value. You must 
spare nothing that you have, in order to 
possess it. 

In the Old Testament you are to con-* 
sider, that the history at the beginning 
relates to very ancient times, the earliest 
times of the race of man upon the earth. 
You are also to bear in mind, that the 
history throughout relates to man as a 
fallen being, and to the redemption of 
fallen man by a promised Saviour. In 
reading the law you are to reflect that 
the Jews under the law were dealt with 
as children, who needed to be told each 
single particular of their duty ; whilst 
under the Gospel we are treated as full 
grown men, and have some few general 
principles inculcated, which, we are to 



X.] Holy scripture. 171 

use our own judgment in applying to 
every possible case that can arise. In the 
prophets you are to be aware, that many 
things spoken of the circumstances of 
the Jews then present, and of the kings 
then reigning over them, had all the 
while a reference to the elect people of 
God under the Gospel, and to Jesus our 
King which is in heaven. In the four 
Gospels you are to note the history of our 
Lord's birth, and life, and death, and 
resurrection, and ascension into heaven ; 
you are to listen to every word that pro- 
ceeds out of his lips; and by earnest me- 
ditation on his glorious example, you are 
to be changed in some sort into the same 
image, the image of the invisible God. 
^ the rest of the New Testament, you 
to watch how the apostles, building 
^he only true foundation, that of Christ 
ified, raised up to God's glory a holy 
yssl church ; you are to be instructed 
efficacy of faith, in the beauty of 
sa, in the indispensable necessity of 
the fruits of the Spirit, in order 
owned with glory and immortality. 

I 2 
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And can you think that these things are 
to be understood, without an effort on 
your parts ? Can you expect to know 
them, by merely hearing the lessons read 
in church, if you have the power, and 
wilfully neglect to use the power, of read- 
ing the whole of the Scriptures at home ? 
Certainly it is a great thing, more espe- 
cially for those who cannot read at home, 
it is a great thing that so much of Scrip- 
ture is appointed to be read in the daily 
services of the church. But how few 
remember, that they are daily services ! 
And what a small portion of Scripture is 
heard, or read, by those, who only hear 
or read what is appointed for the services 
of the Sundays ! I beseech you, that if 
you can read it for yourselves, you will 
read this most precious of all volumes, 
all through. You will then better know 
which parts it will be most profitable for 
you to read frequently ; and you will 
also be more likely to read those parts 
with profit. 

But if it be insufficient to know merely 
single chapters of the Bible, how much 
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more so to know little besides single verses 
and texts. Profitable indeed many single 
verses are j and happy is he, whose me- 
mory has been stored from childhood 
with the most striking and affecting texts ; 
but scarcely any text can be understood 
in its proper bearing without reading 
that which comes before and after it. 
More especially where the meaning of 
any text is doubtful, and where it has 
become the subject of much dispute, such 
doubt or differences may very frequently 
be cleared up by consulting the whole 
passage in God*s word. The same may be 
said concerning the usefulness of compar- 
ing Scripture with Scripture. One place 
often helps to make another clear, or de- 
termines what is doubtful in another. 
And this is one more reason for reading 
the whole of Scripture through and 
through, namely, that you will thus 
more readily refer from one part to ano- 
ther, and bring one part to bear in the 
explanation of another. 

1 does any man object that all this 
IS too much labour, that it may be 

i3 
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well enough for a minister who must 
learn that he may teach, but that it is too 
much to expect of other Christians ? I 
would beg the objector to reflect on what 
the apostle writes to the Hebrews, not to 
their ministers but to the people ; when 
he tells them at the end of the fifth chap- 
ter, ' \ that strong meat belongeth to them 
that are of full age, even those who by 
reason of use have their senses exercised 
to discern both good and evil." (Heb. 5. 
14.) Or again I would have you note, 
how the Bereans are commended for 
searching the Scriptures. (See Acts 17. 
10, 11.) And, again I would point to our 
Lord's own words to the Jews, " Search 
the Scriptures." (John 6. 39.) Search 
them ; not, hear them just when you 
cannot help it, but diligently enquire 
into their meanings mark, learn, and in- 
wardly digest them. 

And further I would say, that though a 
thorough acquaintance with the Scriptures 
be most absolutely necessary for a minister 
of the Gospel, it is no less highly profitable 
for every Christian whatsoever. Like every 
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other Christian duty, this is at once your 
duty and your gain. It is your great 
and inestimable privilege,, to have access 
to the fountain of truth, to be enabled to 
draw hence living v^raters, to commune 
with God in the word of his own giving, 
and to be sanctified and edified by the 
truth. If you were in darkness, and light 
might be had ; in hunger, and food might 
be obtained ; which of you would say to 
your minister, it is not my duty to enjoy 
these blessings, it is yours? Which of 
you would wilfully be losing the precious 
opportunity you enjoy, of learning from 
God's word the whole counsel of his will ; 
if you did really and heartily believe, that 
here you might find light in the darkness 
of the soul, food in its hunger, clothing in 
its nakedness, riches in poverty, and in 
its abject bondage perfect freedom ? 

But can this be found by merely know- 
ing the Scriptures, or by merely under- 
standing the meaning of the words that are 
written ? No; though you were to know 
the ancient languages in which it was all 
written, and to be competent to judge of 

i4 
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the correctness of thetranslationfrom these 
languages into ours ; though you were con- 
versant in all the history of all ages of the 
world to which it refers, acquainted with 
all the countries which it mentions; though 
you could tell, like Solomon, all the plants 
that grow, yea, and the birds, and beasts, 
and fishes, and insects ; though you could 
count the stars of heaven, and measure the 
space between the sun and earth ; though 
you could bring to bear upon the study of 
the Bible all knowledge of things human, 
and an enlarged acquaintance with all 
writers on things that are divine ; still 
there is something more required before 
you really learn from the things written 
aforetime, that which they were designed 
to teach ; still there is something further 
to be attained to, before that through pa- 
tience and comfort of the Scriptures you 
can have hope. And that something is a full 
purpose to do, united with a hearty desire 
to learn. '* If any man will do his will," 
saith our Lord, ^* he shall know of the 
doctrine whether it be of God." (John 7. 
17.) And again^ ^* If ye know these things, 
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happy are ye if ye do them." (John 13. 
17.) Not else. No ; otherwise your know- 
ledge will only increase your condemna- 
tion. Unless you study to know these 
things, with a full purpose of doing them, 
your knowledge will be no better than 
ignorance, or rather, it will be far worse. 
And how, then, is this full purpose of 
doing God's will to be attained ? and by 
what steps are you to endeavour to attain 
to it ? Pray to God that He will move you 
by the Holy Spirit of God to feel the ne- 
cessity of caring for your own souls, and 
also to feel the joy of promoting his glory. 
Weigh time against eternity, this world 
against heaven. Consider the terrors of 
the Lord, the day of judgment, and how 
soon it may be here, the account you have 
to give, and how certainly you must give 
it before the judgment seat of Christ. Lay 
to heart also the love of God, manifested 
in the redemption of the world by his Son 
Christ Jesus. Think how He loved you, 
loved you when you were sinning. Oh, 
will you not then long to learn more of 
his love ? will you not try to prove, by 

i5 
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trying to do his will, that in some sort 
you also can love Him ? 

It was for this end that the things writ- 
ten aforetime were written, that you might 
have hope, hope founded on faith in the 
love of God, as manifested in Christ Jesus. 
It is by these means that the study of tl^e 
Holy Scriptures ministers to your hope, 
by continually strengthening your con- 
viction that Christ Jesus died for you. 
The more continually you read them, in 
the spirit of devout afifection towards God, 
and towards his will therein revealed, you 
will find in them the more of comfort, 
peace, and joy. Whatsoever troubles 
here beset you, this blessed book will most 
largely help you to possess your souls in 
patience. For what can distress him, who 
is herein assured that all things work to* 
gether for his good ? However long you 
may seem to have to wait for the crown of 
everlasting joy, these glorious pages make 
the time seem short, for they inform you 
repeatedly, that the day is at hand. And 
the more continually you study them, you 
will become the more deeply impressed 
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with the vanity of all things below, and 
with the incomparable excellency of things 
heavenly. By often listening to God's 
word, in the Scripture, you will be made 
more sensible of his constant presence, 
more apt to realize the stupendous thought, 

that He who made heaven and earth is 

« 

nigh to you, close to you, about your path, 
and about your bed, seeing all you do, 
hearing all you say, privy to all you 
think and wish, and hope and fear, and 
hate and love. 

Nor will you merely become sensible of 
his presence ; it is of his love that you 
will gain the most lively perception. You 
will learn to regard Him as an ever pre- 
sent Father, who watches over you with 
unceasing kindness, and helps you with 
unfailing strength ; who provides for all 
your wants, heals all your sicknesses, com- 
forts you in all your sorrows, and gladdens 
you in all your joys. You will look upon 
Him no longer with enmity, as they do 
who know Him not, but with love ; not 
with fear, as they whose hearts are alie- 
nated,and consciences defiled, with wicked 

i6 
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works, but with hope. Heaven you will 
learn to regard as your home, the home 
to which you will soon be enabled to re- 
move. You will long to learn all 3'^ou can 
of it beforehand. You will delight to 
read of it^ and to think of it, and to get 
ready for removing to it. You will deem 
nothing altogether grievous, which helps 
to bring you nearer to the mansions of 
your heavenly Father's house. You will 
gladly part with every thing on earth, 
when summoned to depart and to be with 
Christ in glory. The more you learn of 
the depths of sin, and of the heights of 
holiness, the greater will be your thank- 
fulness for having been translated out of 
the kingdom of Satan to that of Christ. 
And the more you reflect with thankful- 
ness on God's love in delivering you thus 
far, you will feel more joyous confidence 
that He who has begun this good work in 
you will not cease till He has brought it 
to perfection. You will gladly do that 
which you know already of God's will, 
and gladly learn more and more of it. 
You will gladly glorify God for all that 
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you now know of his goodness, and look 
forward with longing desire to the time, 
nay, not to the time but the eternity, when 
you will know more of all his love in all 
its height, and depth, and length, and 
breadth. Then no written revelation will 
be required, when we shall see God face 
to face. Nor will there be needed any 
minister in the things of God ; for Christ 
our High Priest will be with us, and we 
with Him, for evermore. He is the true 
Word of God, and it is of Him that all 
true Scripture testifies ; and it is through 
Him that we are able to derive from the 
Scripture comfort and hope, peace and 
joy, in believing. To Him be glory for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

Grant, heavenly Father, unto us thy 
servants^ that we may read and hear thy 
word, humbly, and diligently, and profit- 
ably. Let us spare no pains, and grudge 
no time, which it may cost us, to learn 
from thy blessed book what is thy holy 
will. Let us be glad to know all thy 
pleasure, out of the joy we have in doing 
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it. Let us meditate with delight on the 
hope set before us in the Gospel ; a hope 
full of immortality. And above all 
enable us to rejoice in Him who is the 
great subject of all thy gracious revela- 
tion, our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 



SERMON XL 



PBEACHSD AT THE BE-OPENING OF LOWER OOBNAIiL 

CHURCH, ENLARGED. 



THE SABBATH AND THE SANCTUARY. 



LEVITiqUS 19. 30. 

Ye shaU keep my sabbaths, and reverence my 
sanctuary : I am the Lord. 

Since the time when these words were 
written by inspiration of God, there has 
been a change made by the Gospel both 
as to the Sabbath and as to the sanctuary, 
of God. The Sabbath is no longer what 
it was, a day of such entire rest, that 
a man might not so much as gather 
sticks, or light a fire, under penalty of 
death: (See Ex. 35. 3.) But it is a 
day of double devotion to God's service, 
of double activity in doing good to man 
and in giving glory to God. And whereas 
the Jews observed it on the seventh day 
of the week, Christians keep it on the 
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first ; having adopted this change of 
practice in the times of the apostles, and 
therefore doubtless by the sanction of 
their authority. Again the sanctaary of 
Christians is not, like that of the Jews, a 
single temple, in a single place, and for a 
single nation ; a temple with an altar, on 
which altar sacrifices were continually 
offered, to shew forth the Lord's death 
beforehand, until the time of his first 
coming in the flesh. But it is a house 
of prayer and praise, in which the ser- 
vants of Christ meet together acpording 
to his will, in order to hear his word, to 
partake of his sacraments, to make known 
their requests to God with one consent, 
and with one heart and one voice to 
glorify his name. And instead of its being 
one, there are many such in all Christiaa 
nations. And there ought to be as many^ 
and as large, as are needful for giving 
every man, every where, the opportunity 
of joining in divine worship with the 
assembled congregation. 

Thus there has been a change in the 
ordinances given .to man, whilst God 
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remains ever the same. *' I am the 
Lord" is the name of Him, who was the 
God of the Hebrews, who is also the God 
of Christians. His will in behalf of them 
and in behalf of us is the same, that we 
should be saved, and that we should be 
sanctified ; and that instead of spending 
our days in vanity, and our years in 
trouble, we should turn our life to good 
account, by shewing forth the praises of 
Him, who not only at the first created us 
good, but wh6 also, when we had fallen 
into sin, called us out of darkness into his 
marvellous light. His will is still the 
same. His word given to his antient 
people the Jews, is still applicable, with 
due allowance for the altered circum- 
stances, to us. For as St, Paul says, after 
quoting to the Christians at Rome a passage 
from the Psalms of David, ^' Whatsoever 
things were written aforetime were writ- 
ten for our learning, that we through 
patience and comfort of the Scriptures 
might have hope." (Rom. 15. 4.) Let 
us then apply the text before us, written 
aforetime concerning the sabbath and 
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sanctuary of the Israelites, to our sab- 
bath, which is the Lord's day, to our 
sanctuary, which is each Christian's place 
of worship. Let us consider how we 
ought to keep our sabbath, and how to 
reverence our sanctuary. And let us 
apply to our hearts the aflfecting motive 
involved in these solemn words, " I am 
the Lord." *^ Ye shall keep my sab- 
baths, and reverence my sanctuary : I 
am the Lord." 

Holy days and holy places are to be 
met with in almost every form of religion, 
that prevails in any portion of the family 
of mankind. And when we consider that all 
nations are really of one family, and that 
all their various corrupted religions must 
have sprung from the true notions of 
God and of his service, which were given 
at the first to Adam, and which were 
known also to Noah, we shall not doubt 
that holy days and holy places were 
amongst the principles of the primeval 
worship of the true God. And accord- 
ingly, on consulting Scripture, we find it 
written in the second chapter of Genesis, 
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that '^ God blessed the seventh day and 
sanctified it : because that in it he had 
rested from all his work which God 
created and made." (Gen. 2. 3.) And 
in respect to holy places, we know that 
the sacrifices which Cain and Abel offered 
were brought as offerings to the Lord ; 
brought to some fixt place ; and that, 
probably, some place which God had ap- 
pointed. We know that Noah builded 
an altar to the Lord. (See Gen. 8. 20.) We 
know that the other patriarchs, and more 
especially Abraham, the father of the 
faithful, was in the habit of setting up 
an altar wheresoever he sojourned, and 
there calling on the name of the Lord. 
(See Gen. 13. 4.) 

But to confine ourselves first to the 
sabbath. There is no one point of duty, 
except the duty of abstaining from all 
kinds of idolatry, there is no other point 
of duty which is more frequently and 
earnestly insisted on in the law, than the 
duty of keeping holy the seventh day. 
This duty was enjoined by the voice of 
God Himself, speaking from heaven in 
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the thunders of mount Sinai. It was 
enjoined with the same solemnity as the 
other nine great commandments. It thus 
formed part of that moral law, which is 
of universal obligation ; and of which 
our Lord expressly says, that He came 
not to destroy it but to fulfil it ; to 
enforce it with new sanctions, and in a 
more comprehensive sense. This law, 
thus enforced, was observed by our Lord 
Himself, and by his disciples ; not indeed 
with that over scrupulous attention to 
trifles, in which the Scribes and Pharisees 
delighted, nor with that precise absti- 
nence from all work whatsoever, which 
was enjoined in the civil and ceremonial 
law, as revealed from God by Moses, for 
the guidance of the Jewish people. But 
in this spirit did Christ and his apostles 
observe and keep the sabbath, namely, 
that '^ the sabbath," as our Lord said, 
^* was made for man, and not man for 
the sabbath/' (Mark 2, 27.) 

Though we are no longer subject to 
the letter of the law, we must delight to 
fulfil its spirit. We are to look upon the 
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sabbath as an ordinance of God, de- 
signed for our good as well as for his 
glory. Whilst we remember that it is 
lawful, under the Gospel, to do good on 
the sabbath day, we must also remem- 
ber that it is profitable to our eternal 
welfare, for us to rest on this day from 
the work of earth, and to devote our time 
to the work of heaven. Undoubtedly 
there may have been amongst some men, 
whose zeal exceeds their discretion, a 
disposition to enforce the sabbath on 
Jewish principles, and a forgetfulness of 
that liberty from Jewish ordinances where- 
with Christ has made us free. But it is 
no less certain, that there is a disposition 
much more prevalent, among many men, 
to make the liberty of the Gospel a cloat 
for licentiousness, and to turn this day 
of heavenly pleasure into a day of sensual 
enjoyment. Be on your guard against 
both snares of Satan. But observe, you 
are much more in danger from the latter 
of the two. Here the world entices, here 
the flesh pleads for indulgence; and here 
therefore it may well be apprehended, 
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that Satan will make his chief effort to 
prevail. 

Observe therefore the sabbath day, to 
keep it holy. Bear in mind the words of the 
text, * * Ye shall keep my sabbaths, " " I am 
the Lord.'* Think of Christ's example ; 
think of the practice of Christ's apostles ; 
think of the first church assembled at Je- 
rusalem on the first day of the week; 
think of the name of the Christian sab- 
bath as it is denoted in the book of Reve- 
lation, *' The Lord's day." (Rev. 1. lo.) 
Remember that it was as on this day, that 
the Lord Jesus, having died for our re- 
demption, arose again from the grave. 
Experience, yea, prove and try the peace, 
the comfort, and the joy which come of 
spending this day as a Christian sabbath ; 
in prayer, and praise, and meditation oil 
God's word, in divine worship, and in 
works of love to man, prompted by a 
due sense of the love of God. Think of 
these things, and you will not stay to 
ask, how much of worldly work it is al* 
lowable to do,'how much of worldly plea- 
sure to enjoy, during the hours of the 
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Lord's day, consistently with the Lord's 
will; but you will eagerly endeavour to 
do all the work for heaven that you can, 
and to enjoy all the heavenly pleasure that 
is placed within your reach, the pleasure 
of praying under the conviction that God 
is willing to hear, the pleasure of praising 
under the persuasion that God accepts 
your praise, the pleasure of being taught 
and teaching others, as you have oppor- 
tunity, the wonders of redeeming love, 
and the excellency of the life of holi- 
ness enjoined on the redeemed, and the 
still better things prepared for them, 
through God's goodness, in heaven, for 
ever. 

And for these pleasures, for this work, 
what an abundant help is provided in the 
services of the Christian sanctuary ! Well 
are these two duties, these two privileges, 
connected in the text, M Ye shall keep my 
sabbaths, and reverence my sanctuary." 
Well is this text adapted for our use on 
this occasion, when this sanctuary of the 
Lord has been enlarged, and is now 
opened for the Brst time in its altered 
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State; capable of containing many more 
worshippers than before. 

Observe, then, that one essential way 
of reverencing the sanctuary of the Lord, 
is to frequent it without fail as often as 
you possibly can. There cannot well be 
conceived a greater slight put upon the 
house of God, than for its doors to stand 
open, and no man enter, for room to be here 
provided for hundreds who never come, 
but who stand idle at their doors as if no 
man had hired them ; as if Christ had not 
bought them with a price ; as if God had 
not vouchsafed to allow them to draw 
nigh unto Him through Christ Jesus. In 
order to be better on your guard against 
all risk of manifesting any such irre- 
verence, in order to be more effectually 
moved to reverence the sanctuary of the 
Lord, learn to look upon it as his sanc- 
tuary. Never allow yourselves to speak, 
according to the vain fashion of the day, 
of the church of this or that preacher ; as 
if it were a house of man, and not a house of 
God, a house for preaching, and not rather 
a house of prayer. It is the house of God. 
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" Ye shall reverence my sanctuary. I am 
the Lord." Reverence it because it is the 
Lord's. Frequent it because it is the Lord's. 
Come hither in order to enjoy a more in- 
timate sense of the Lord's presence, a more 
close communion with the Lord Himself. 
As the Christian sabbath is the Lord's 
day, so each Christian sanctuary is the 
Lord's house. It is to be reverenced for 
his sake, for the sake of Him who inha- 
biteth eternity, but who has assured us, in 
the person of his ever blessed Son, '* Where 
two or three are gathered together in my 
name, there am I in the midst of them." 
(Matt. 18. 20.) 

Again, reverence God's sanctuary by 
coming to it punctually, as well as fre- 
quently, not only oftentimes, but also al- 
ways in good time. Look upon it as an. 
appointment made with the King of kings. 
Would you be behind the time appointed, 
if you had access to your sovereign on 
earth ? Would you not put aside any 
other employment, rather than run the 
least risk of being too late ? Would you 
not feel that to be too late is a sure token 
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of disrespect? So it is, be assured, if 
yoa are too late with God ? So it is felt 
to be by men who behold your negli- 
gence. So it is known to be by God, 
who sees your hearts. He sees that you 
do not honour Him there. He knows 
that your hearts cannot be really bent 
upon his honour, as long as you are con- 
tent to drop in Sunday after Sunday, 
long after his service has commenced. 

Again, reverence God's sanctuary by 
devout behaviour when in it. And see 
that your devotion flows, not from respect 
to the praise of man, nor from supersti«- 
tious dread of God, but from devout af- 
fection, from reverential love. I am 
come now, let these be your reflections, 
I am come now into the sanctuary of 
God. I am in a house built by man in 
honour of his Maker. I am in the as- 
sembled congregation, of men who pro- 
fess faith in Christ Jesus, the Son of the 
most High God. I am come hither in 
order to confess my sins, to pray for par- 
don and for grace, to praise God for his 
goodness in time past, and for his pro- 
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mise of future blessings, and to be in- 
structed by God's minister, out of his 
most holy word, in the things that belong 
to my everlasting peace. Oh let not my 
thoughts wander to the cares, or business, 
or pleasures of the world ! Oh let me 
not for one moment cease to see by faith 
the face of God, to be conscious that his 
eye is over me, that his ear is open to the 
utterance of my lips, that his all knowing 
mind knows all that passes in my heart ! 
Let me worship Him with all my heart, 
and with all my soul. Let me worship 
Him with a lively fear of incurring his 
displeasure. Let me worship Him with 
somewhat of that perfect love, which 
" casteth out fear." (1 John 4. 18.) 

Once more, I beseech you, prove your 
devout reverence for tlie sanctuary of 
God, by labouring abundantly, and giv- 
ing largely, to extend the blessings 
thereof, far and wide, amongst all man- 
kind. At this consecrated hour, there 
are hundreds and millions of mankind 
defying the God that made them, and 
dishonouring the Lord that bought them, 
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by bowing down to stocks and stones, and 
by devoting all the energies of their life 
to worldly gains and joys. Nay even in 
this Christian land, yea and also in this 
our own neighbourhood and parish, there 
are multitudes, countless multitudes, who 
instead of esteeming the Sabbath a de- 
light, the holy of the Lord, honourable, 
take it for a day of twofold service unto 
mammon, a day of twofold devotion to 
the flesh and the devil. There are mul- 
titudes, countless multitudes, who never 
enter into the sanctuary of God ; whose 
lips never utter the voice of prayer or 
praise, even in private, much less in the 
congregation ; and who scarcely so much 
as know for what it is that Christians 
come together to church, or would know 
what they ought to do if they were to 
come hither themselves. Now I say 
that you ought to prove your reverence 
for God's sanctuary, by communicating, 
as widely as you can, the benefits of di- 
vine worship in the church, by contri- 
buting very largely to such an object as 
this, in which we are engaged this day. 
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the extending the advantages of church 
worship in a poor and populous neigh- 
bourhood. You are well aware that this 
is the excuse of many for not coming, 
namely, that they have not room to come. 
The more we build and enlarge churches, 
we do the more to cut o£f this excuse. 
We give the more efiiciency to the la- 
bours of God's ministers, as long as the 
churches which we build shall last. We 
open the door to our brethren, that they 
may partake of that Christian instruction, 
and of that grace which God gives in 
answer to man's prayer, which have 
proved of infinite advantage to ourselves. 
And we ourselves are stirred up to fresh 
exertions, in order to win our neighbours 
to attend, in order to convince them that 
it is good for them to come hither, in 
order to fulfil as far as possible, the will 
of our Lord, that his house may be full. 

Once more I am bound to add, that if 
you really reverence God's sanctuary, as 
his, you will not be satisfied with having 
it built and furnished in a mean and un- 
worthy manner ; but you will rejoice to 
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lay out on it the best materials, and the 
best workmanship, which you can engage 
to pay for. It is a matter of great thank- 
fulness to God, that this church in par- 
ticular, which some few years ago was 
not fenced, nor properly finished, nor yet 
fully paid for, has been placed entirely 
out of debt, and well fenced, and is now 
enlarged, and in the way to be completely 
finished as it ought to be. I beseech you 
let it not be left one hour in debt. Let 
no expense be incurred, if you can help 
it, for which you haye not the means to 
pay. And if the collections of this day 
have been amongst the means reckoned 
on, in promoting this enlargement, and 
last improvement of the church, I beseech 
you, contribute largely, out of regard to 
God's honour, out of reverence to the 
sanctuary of the Lord. 

But it is not of this church only that I 
speak. I exhort you to help largely in 
the building of churches every where, as 
far as your means can reach, in building 
them, repairing them, enlarging them, 
and providing them with all things needful 
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for divine worship. Some make it a point 
of conscience to give nothing to these 
objects, nay, nor even to pay what they 
are lawfully rated. Shew your con- 
scientiousness by paying cheerfully, and 
giving largely. Give with as little hesi- 
tation as if you were lawfully bound to 
pay. Pay with as little reluctance as if 
you were freely giving. Pay as unto the 
Lord. Give as unto the Lord. Pay, and 
give, of your substance, and of your 
time; yea, give your own selves also; as 
unto One, to whom not only the sabbath 
and the sanctuary belong, but all things, 
at all times, and in all places. God 
is always. God is every where. And 
though we are bound to hallow some days 
and places more than others, we are 
bound to be sensible of his presence, and 
to reverence Him as present, at all times, 
and in all places. May He, who is now 
in the midst of us, make us sensible of 
his presence now, and evermore ! And 
whilst we keep his sabbaths, and rever- 
ence his sanctuary, may we also bear in 
mind, that wheresoever we are in space 
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or time, in whatsoever place or day, we 
are still bound to honour and obey Him, 
who is God from everlasting to everlast- 
ing ! 



SERMON XIL 



THE LOVE OF THE BRETHREN. 



John 13. 35. 

By this shcM all men know that ye are my dis- 
ciples ; if ye have love one to another. 

We are all born into the world with a 
disposition to be selfish ; and in this one 
word we comprehend many other evil pro- 
pensities, or at least the root of many 
others, besides selfishness itself. Wrath, 
pride, vanity, greediness, covetousness, 
sensuality, all these, and other hateful 
features in the character of the natural 
man, are intimately connected with our 
natural eagerness to please our ownselves, 
at all cost of pain to others, or of ofience 
to God. To please our own selves is far 
from being always sinfuL To enjoy the 
advantages which God has given us is 
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far from being always selfish. It is when 
in order to please ourselves we give pain 
to others, when we heed not what pain 
we give them, so we can but receive our 
own enjoyment, when we compass our 
gain by their loss, and take no account of 
what they lose, caring only for what 
we gain ourselves, when our hearts are 
so set upon our own pleasure, that not 
even the revealed will of the Almighty 
ever present God can restrain us from 
enjoying whatsoever we have a mind to ; 
then it is that we are selfish, and this it 
is which constitutes the sinfulness of our 
selfishness. And by this may all men 
know that we are not true disciples of the 
Lord Jesus, not hearty followers of our 
self denying Lord, if we thus love our 
ownselves. 

No ; this is one chief test of being his 
disciples, if we love one another. And what 
sort of love is meant in the text may be 
learnt from the words of the verse before 
it, '^ A new commandment I give unto 
you, that ye love one another, as I have 
loved you that ye also love one another." 
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(Ver. 84.) To love as Christ loved us, 
this is a commandment new indeed. To 
love as Christ loved us, this is a command- 
ment which could not have been effec- 
tually revealed, until the times of the 
manifestation of the love of God in the 
person of his ever blessed Son. This is 
a commandment which even after the 
lapse of ages since our Saviour's death, 
and after the long established profession 
of his faith amongst the most enlightened 
portion of mankind, is still, alas ! so far 
new to many professing Christians, that 
it is unheard of, unthought of, not put 
into practice, not felt to be paramount in 
the heart. 

Selfishness is indeed a thing so hate- 
ful, that it is by general consent kept out 
of sight as much as possible. Common 
civility, the manners of the world, or good 
breeding, as it is called, all consist in the 
semblance of that very disposition, of 
which love is the reality. A well bred 
man, a man of good manners, is one who 
has been well practised in the conceal- 
ment of his selfishness. A true disciple 
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of Christ is one who by God's grace is 
selfish no more. The study of the first is 
only how to suppress the grosser symp- 
toms of his natural self love ; the study of 
the other is how he may most thoroughly 
root out the corrupt propensity itself. 
The first is content if his selfishness is not 
obtrusive upon others ; the other is never 
satisfied until his selfishness is subdued 
Mrithin his own heart. The first conceals 
his selfishness, apparently to please others, 
but really in order to get more pleasure to 
himself, in order to be more acceptable^ 
to be reckoned more agreeable, to be more 
highly esteemed among men ; the other 
strives to root out his selfishness on pur- 
pose to please God ; and the love in 
which' he is ever making progress is not 
the outside gloss of assumed courtesy, but 
the inward strength and warmth of heart- 
felt affection. 

The love which is in the text recom- 
mended by our Lord, relates especially to 
the affection which his disciples are to feel 
towards each other, as his disciples. Else- 
where we are taught to love all men. (See 
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Matt. 5. 44.) But here it is that we learn 
to love one another. And when elsewhere 
we are commanded to '^ do good unto 
all,'* it is added, " especially unto them 
who are of the household of faith." (Gal. 
6. 10.) And in like manner St. Peter 
bids us *Move the brotherhood." (1 Pet. 
2. 17.) And St. John in his Epistles re- 
peatedly insists on the love of our bre- 
thren, with a manifest reference to those 
who are brethren in Christ Jesus. (See 
1 John 3. 14.) Let it not then be thought 
a strange thing, let it not be thought an 
exclusive view of Christian charity, when 
I say, that the love recommended in the 
text is especially that which the true dis- 
ciples of Christ are to cherish in their 
hearts towards each other. And it is of 
this love which I now chiefly speak. It is 
this mutual affection between such of you 
as are Christians indeed that I wish now 
chiefly to insist upon. 

That you who believe in Christ, and 
try to do his will, should make manifest 
this cordial regard towards each other, is 
one of the last recommendations I have 
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to give yoa ; and one of the most urgent 
motives by which I would enforce this 
exhortation is the one suggested by our 
blessed Saviour^s words, '' By this shall 
all men know that ye are my disciples, if 
ye have love one to another." 

It is true of each single parish, as it is 
true also of each separate nation, and of 
the whole world, that the most effectual 
method for promoting, under God's bless- 
ing, the progress of the gospel amongst 
mankind, is the force of example, the ma- 
nifestation of the fruits of faith in the life 
of them that believe. And when our Lord 
says, '^ By this shall all men know that 
ye are my disciples," He means some- 
Uiing more than having this known of 
those who love each other. He means the 
having others, many others, even all who 
know it, He means the having them be- 
come his disciples also. Now we are well 
aware, that though the primitive disciples 
did manifest a very singular measure of 
mutual love, yet the world is as yet far 
from being converted. And we can easily 
account for this, as well by other causes, 
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as especially by this one, that the disciples 
of Christ have not always been distin- 
guished, as they ought, by the manifesta- 
tion of mutual love. We know this to be 
the case in our own country ; and we 
have felt it to be the case in our own 
parish. Let me earnestly beseech you 
that this scandal of mutual dissension 
shall at least never arise ampngst those 
who form this our own church congrega- 
tion. Let me urgently exhort you to 
prove that you have been taught aright 
in this place, and to make it known that 
you have been made true disciples of the 
Lord Jesus, by making it manifest to all 
who dwell around you that you do cor- 
dially love one another. 

I need scarcely tell you that one obvi- 
ous proof of this mutual love is a readi- 
ness to help each other in temporal ne- 
cessities. If a brother be in want, do 
your best to supply his need. If he be 
hungry give him food. If he be naked 
give him clothing. If he be sick pro- 
vide for him the help of medicine. If 
you can put him in the way to provide 



^8 The love of [serm. 

these things for himself it is still better. 
But the thing which is most absolutely 
necessary is this, that you render this help 
kindly ; that you give it as a brother to 
a brother ; not grudgingly or of necessity, 
but freely, and cheerfully, and gladly ; 
that you make your gift welcome to your 
brother, and acceptable unto God through 
Christ Jesus, by giving it in the spirit of 
love, like unto that wherewith Christ first 
loved us. 

But relieving our brethren in distress is 
not the only way wherein we are to ma- 
nifest our love towards each other, in the 
things of this present world. There are 
thousands of occasions for mutual help, 
which arise daily in the intercourse be- 
tween the members of each family and 
neighbourhood ; wherein the true disciple 
of Christ may be known from the uncon- 
verted and the reprobate, by being kind 
instead of being selfish, anxious to please 
others, instead of resolute to secure plea- 
sure at all costs to himself. I beseech 
you let it be known by your behaviour on 
these occasions that ye are in your hearts 
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disciples of Christ Jesus. Be the first to 
deny yourselves. Be the foremost to help 
ia whatsoever you can give assistance. 
Grudge not the being imposed upon by 
those who are selfish. Know that it is far 
better to have your kindness abused than 
not to be kind at all ; oh how far better 
than to be in the place of those who 
abuse it ! Consider beforehand how you 
may provide for the wants, and gratify the 
wishes, of those with whom you live. And 
though you should so forestall their ne- 
cessities as that they are scarcely sensible 
of having had them supplied, be so much 
the more glad to have done them this 
service ; aiming not at thanks from them, 
but longing only to do them service. For 
would not this be to be like unto God, who 
times without number so providently sup- 
plies our wants, that we are never aware 
of having wanted, and that we cannot 
without reflection bring to mind, and lay 
to heart, how ill we must have fared with- 
out his help, how deeply we are beholden 
to Him for helping us ? 

To kind actions you must add kind 
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words. For in truth there are few things 
that give more pain than cross language, 
ill tempered speech. The tongue, as St. 
James tells us, is '* an unruly evil, full of 
deadly poison." (Jam. 3. 8.) Nothing 
short of the lore of Christ can tame it. 
But if you love each other, as Christ has 
loved you, oh then how pleasant will he 
your mutual conversation ! how much will 
your kind speech minister to each others 
joy, and to the edification of all who hear 
it ! In the abundance of the misery which 
is in the world through sin, it is hard to 
calculate how much arises or is a^ravated 
by selfish, angry, proud, and cruel words. 
And no wonder, since they are the ex- 
pression of selfishness, wrath, pride, and 
cruelty in the heart ! Speak not then evil 
one of another. Speak not harshly, un- 
graciously, unfeelingly, inconsiderately, 
one to another. Set a watch upon your lips, 
both in private and in public. Study to 
maintain peace and quietness, yea kind- 
ness and love, not only in your families, 
but throughout all the neighbourhood 
wherein you dwell, by the charity of your 



XII.] the brethren. 21 1 

words, as well as by the charity of your 
works. And whether it be in the retire- 
ment of domestic life, or in those duties 
which you are bound to discharge con- 
scientiously as members of the state, let 
all men know that ye are disciples of 
Christ by this, that ye love one another. 
But it is in spiritual things that you 
must chiefly make manifest the sincerity 
and the warmth of the affection glowing 
in your hearts. Concern for sinners, 
anxiety to help in turning them to God, 
patience in bearing with the froward, the 
wilful, the perverse; diligence, and cou- 
rage and perseverance in pleading for 
God's honour with those who slight it, in 
urging God's truth upon the consciences 
of those who are regardless of its force ; 
dealing out the bread of spiritual life to 
them who starve in the midst of plenty, 
and, dreadful to add, know not that they 
are famishing ; pointing out the white rai- 
ment of the saints of Christ, to such as 
know not that they are naked, but so much 
the more are objects of compassion in 
their nakedness ; this is spiritual love ; this 



212 The love of [serm. 

is the help in spiritual things, which must 
be ministered abundantly to them that 
are in want, as the proof of your spiritual 
affection. 

But if true Christian love will thus 
make you deeply concerned for perishing 
sinners, if it will lead you to say, with 
David, unto God, " I am horribly afraid 
for the ungodly which forsake thy law," 
(Ps. 119. 53.) it will not less surely fill 
your hearts with joy, on beholding the 
devotion of Christ's true disciples. And 
you will delight in helping, by your bro- 
therly communion, to countenance and 
confirm them in the ways of godliness. 
You will say, as the Psalmist also said in 
this matter, *^ I am a companion of all 
them that fear thee, and keep thy com- 
mandments." (Ps. 119. 63.) And again, 
'' all my delight is upon the saints that 
are in the earth, and upon such as ex- 
cel in virtue." (Ps. 16. 3.) Without as- 
suming that you are more in God's favour 
than others, without the slightest ap- 
proach to an unkind thought, or word, or 
deed, towards such as seem not to be 
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likeminded with yourselves, you will still 
give a marked preference to the society 
of those, whose love for you, and yours 
for them, is founded upon your com- 
munion of aflfection for Christ. 

And oh how sweet is your intercourse 
with such as these ! How sweet the fel- 
lowship of them, who are one with Christ, 
and therefore one with each other ! It is 
little to say, that among them there is 
no contention, no envy, no jealousy, no 
mutual suspicion. It is little to say that 
it is far from such as these to take ad- 
vantage of one another in their dealings, 
far from such as these to speak harshly 
to each other, far from such as these to 
refuse each other when asked for help, 
or to ask each other for help without ne- 
cessity, or to be slow to ask when help is 
needful. It is little to say how cordially 
they impart unto each other of their 
worldly substance, according as each has 
received of God. They have in common 
much more than their worldly goods. 
They are heirs of one heaven. They 
have " one Lord, one faith, one baptism." 
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(Eph. 4. 5.) Admitted by the same or- 
dinance of their Saviour to be members of 
his mystical body the church, and having 
proof of each other that they are lively 
members thereof, they feel that it is one 
and the same Spirit which animates them 
all, and they love each other, even as 
they love Christ their Head. They love 
for eternity. They help for eternity. 
They confess their faults to one another, 
or tell one another of them. They plead 
for one another before the throne of grace, 
for pardon, and for peace, for strength, 
and for victory. They take sweet counsel 
together, in the things that pertain unto 
the kingdom of Christ, conferring as to 
how they may gain most of treasure in 
heaven, how they may most stedfastly 
resist sin ; most firmly persevere in god- 
liness, most largely bear fruit unto God's 
glory, most effectually help forward the 
cause of God's gospel. 

Brethren, I fear that this may seem to 
some of you rather a visionary description 
of what possibly might be, than a plain 
statement of what true Christian brother- 
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hood really is. And I am free to own, that 
it is no easy matter to realize the affec- 
tion here described. And I am well aware 
that there are many obstacles, thrown in 
the way of its fulfilment, by the unchristian 
tempers of those with whom we are bound 
to live. These may serve to remind us 
continually that this is not our home. 
They may help to give energy to our 
longings, for the perfect peace, and per- 
fect joy, and perfect love, of heaven. 
But yet they must not hinder the growth 
of true Christian affection in our hearts, 
whilst yet we are on earth. And in the 
midst of the coldness, and selfishness, and 
hard heartedness, which surrounds us 
here, we must be ever Cultivating that 
warmth, and generosity, and tenderness, 
of affection, which can alone make us 
meet for heaven. 

Let us therefore not complain of the 
hindrances which we encounter in others ; 
but, let us search, and see, if the fault be 
not in ourselves. Let us remember that 
Christ loved them that loved not Him; 
and let us still pour out the stream of 

12 
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our affections, even towards those who 
but indifferently requite them. Perhaps 
if we were to try in earnest, and to per- 
sist in trying, we should find many a 
congenial spirit where we least suspect it, 
many a soul, of which we had no such 
expectation, that is ready to respond^ in 
joyful harmony, to the slightest motion, 
or expression, of true Christian love. 
Who knows how great a flame one little 
spark might kindle ? Who can say what 
boundless benefit may arise, from each 
act whereby we exercise towards each 
other, and manifest to the world, genuine 
Christian charity ? Of this we are sure, 
that it is by this very thing that all men 
are to know that we are Christ's disciples. 
And this we are aware is one chief use 
of their knowing it, that they may be led 
to become his disciples also. Love for 
all men is thus one motive for us to love 
the brethren. And love for our brethren 
in Christ Jesus will thus be our way to 
exercise love for all men. 



SERMON XIII. 



XpE TERRORS OF FUTURE JUDGMENT. 



1 Pet, 4. 17, 18* 

For the time is come that judgment must begin 
at the house of God : and if it first begin at 
us, what shall the end be of them that obey 
not the gospel of God ? And if the righteous 
scarcely be saved, wlwre shall the ungodly 
and the sinner appear ? 

The terrors of the Lord are among the 
chief means of conviction entrusted to 
the stewardship of Christ's ministers in 
the Gospel. '* Knowing therefore the 
terror of the Lord," says St. Paul, **we 
persuade men." (2 Cor. 6. ii.) I cannot 
therefore refrain from saying something, 
once more, on this most awful subject, 
before we part. I cannot feel at ease 
without reminding you once more of the 
dreadful end which awaits the ungodly ; 
without charging every one of you to 
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consider, that '' we shall all stand before 
the judgment seat of Christ," (Rom. 
14. 10 ;) that the hour is coming, in 
which all that are in the graves shall 
hear the voice of Christ, '' and shall 
come forth ; they that have done good 
unto the resurrection of life ; and they 
that have done evil, unto the resurrection 
of damnation." (John 4. 29.) 

What a fearful alternative, '' the resur- 
rection of damnation f to be thus sen- 
tenced by the Judge, '' Depart from me, 
ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared 
for the devil and his angels." (Matt. 
25. 41.) Can it be that any of us who 
are here assembled are really in danger 
of an end like this ? And can there be 
any in this peril, who notwithstanding 
live at ease in sin ? Surely this cannot 
be. Surely, to see in what manner many 
around us live, one would think that Chris- 
tians, though they sin wilfully, are in 
some way secured from judgment. Surely 
those whom we behold so commonly 
proud, or profligate, covetous or sensual, 
lovers of themselves more than of their 
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brethren, lovers of pleasure more than 
lovers of God, these, if they do but name 
the name of Christ, if they have but 
been baptized in his name, if they occa- 
sionally attend on Christian ordinances, 
in however cold and careless a manner, 
these surely have some licence or leave, 
some exemption, some immunity in sin- 
ning, some assurance that they shall 
escape the wrath to come. Else if they 
were really looking for the coming of the 
Judge, and were persuaded that He is 
really coming to judge them, they would 
depart from iniquity, they would follow 
after holiness, they would aim to be in 
this world like unto their Lord, that they 
might through Him have boldness in the 
day of judgment- (See 1 John 4. 17.) 

But what then is the truth ? Have 
Christians any such exemption ? Or are 
they not the most liable of all men to be 
called to account by God ? *' The time 
is come that judgment must begin at the 
house of God." Are Christians the house 
of God ? Then judgment must begin at 
Christians. Are we of the house of God ? 

l2 
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Then judgment must begin at us. We 
shall be the first to be judged. We have 
the most to answer for, and must first be 
called to account. We shall be judged 
as Christians. We shall have to answer 
for the many talents entrusted to our 
care ; how we have put them out to 
interest, what profit we have made of 
them, what treasure we have laid up in 
heaven, what glory we have gained to 
our Lord. 

It is true that this text, in its primary 
application, relates to the severe temporal 
distress, which, when St. Peter wrote, 
was about to happen to the church. But 
it is applicable also to the judgment to 
come. And it may well remind us, that 
when we shall be judged hereafter, unto 
whomsoever most has been given, of him 
will the most be required. The hour of 
mercy was when Christ died on the cross. 
When He shall come again, it will be 
with power and great glory, to give to 
every man according as his work shall 
be. (See Rev. 20. 12.) First we are 
freely forgiven the whole debt. It is then 
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expected of us that we forgive each other, 
in conformity to the loving kindness of 
our Lord, Else, if we forgive not, our 
debt revives, our trespasses again stare 
us in the face, and we are condemned to 
pay, that which we never can pay, the 
uttermost farthing. First we are assured 
that God loved us when we were sinners. 
'See Rom. 5. 8.) Next we learn to love 
Him, ** because He first loved us." (1 John 
4. 19?) But if we love Him not, if we 
prove not our love of Him by loving one 
another, and by keeping his command- 
ments without counting them grievous, 
then the last state of that man is worse 
than the first. (See Matt. 12. 45.) Then 
it would have been better for us not to 
have known the way of righteousness, 
than after we have known it, to turn 
from the holy commandment delivered 
unto us. (See 2 Pet. 2. 21.) 

We have a great salvation set before 
us. It is given to us freely. God freely 
forgives us all. God does for Christ's 
sake call us, invite us, choose us, elect 
us, unto everlasting life. He justifies. 

l3 
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He sanctifies. He glorifies. He makes 
all things work together for good to 
them that love Him. (See Rom. 8. 28.) 
But all this He does, in order for us to 
be ^' a peculiar people, zealous of good 
works." (Tit. 2. 14.) And in the same 
Gospel He tells us both of what is done 
for us, and of what we are to do for Him ; 
and how the same Lord, who died to 
save us, also lives to call us to account. 
What then in that day will be our shame 
and confusion of face, if we have not been 
zealous of good works, but greedy of 
iniquity, not a peculiar people, but con- 
formed to the fashion of this present 
world, if we have neither cared to study 
the way of our redemption, nor to do 
the will of Him who redeemed us, if we 
have taken far more anxious thought for 
the vanities of earth, than for the crown 
of glory prepared for us in heaven? 
What must be our case in that day? 
How shall we escape, if we neglect so 
great salvation ? (See Heb. 2. d.) 

From the text, we may learn how it 
will fare with the very best of Christians. 
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The righteous are scarcely saved. They 
are as brands plucked out of the fire. 
Hell flames are ready to lick them up. 
God stretches out his hand. They hold 
to it and are safe. The righteous scarcely 
are saved. " Strait is the gate, and nar- 
row is the way.'* (Matt. 7. 14.) Sin is 
ever striving for the mastery. There is 
not a day in any year, there is not an 
hour in any day of our lives, in which 
we are not beset by temptation. When 
we fall, we are tempted to despond. 
When we conquer, we are tempted to 
presume. When we want, to murmur. 
When we are filled, then to forget God. 
When we know little, we are in danger 
of perishing for lack of knowledge. When 
we know much, we are the more likely 
to be convicted of not doing all we know. 
How many new views of duty are con- 
tinually pressing on our minds, if we 
really study to know God's will at all ! 
How far short do we continually feel our- 
selves of what we know that we ought to 
be, and might have been ! And yet how 
hard do we find it to improve ! How slow 

l4 
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of heart do we seem to our own selves, 
in understanding, and feeling, and prac- 
tising, all that God has set before us in 
his word ! How seldom has there been 
hitherto any moment in our lives, in 
which if the choice had been given us to 
stay on earth or to depart, we should not 
have cried' out, '* Oh spare me !" (Ps. 
39. Id.) And on reviewing our unfitness 
to appear before the presence of God, how 
earnest must even now be our anxiety, 
to become, ere we die, more meet to be 
partakers of the inheritance of the saints 
in light ! (See Col. 1. 12.) 

But if judgment must thus *^ first begin 
at us, what shall the end be of them that 
obey not the gospel of God ? And if the 
righteous scarcely be saved, where shall 
the ungodly and the sinner appear !'* 
This is indeed a most afiecting question, 
when understood of the judgment to 
come ; whether we apply it faithfully to 
ourselves, or whether we consider how 
fearfully it applies to a very large pro- 
portion of our fellow creatures. Even 
the righteous, even they who through 
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faith are justified by the free gift of God, 
even these, who by God's grace are 
serving Him in holiness and righteousness 
all the days of their lives, even these are 
to count themselves as scarcely saved, 
even these are to work out their salvation 
with fear and trembling. (See Phil 2. 
12.) Death summons, and even they must 
go. The Judge appears, and even they 
must stand their trial. The judgment 
must begin at them. And if they escape, 
it is as much as they are to look for. 
What then must be the case with the un- 
faithful ? What must be the end of the 
ungodly ? What must be the agony, and 
horror, the groans, and bitter crying, of 
such as live all their life long in wilful sin ? 
The questions of the text, may be re- 
garded as appealing to our own sense of 
what is just and right, on some such 
grounds as these following : You see the 
difference, in this world, between the 
conduct and exertions of one man and of 
another. You see the one deny himself ; 
you see the other indulge every evil pro- 
pensity. You see the one, out of regard 
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to things that are unseen, labouring dili- 
gently, giving largely, forgiving freely. 
You see the other, out of his fondness for 
present pleasure, wasting his time in 
sport, his strength in debauchery, spend- 
ing upon himself all that he can get, and 
perhaps harbouring revenge against his 
brethren. And often also you see the first 
ill used by the second. Often you see the 
servant of the meek and lowly Jesus made 
a mock of by the men of this world. Now 
if it be true, that even these best of men, 
the very salt of the earth, are to give 
account hereafter for all that they do 
here, if it be true that judgment must 
begin at the house of God, what shall we 
think will happen to the others ? What 
will befal the house of mammon ? If 
the righteous scarcely be saved, what 
will our own notions of justice lead us 
to apprehend for the ungodly and the 
sinner ? 

But we are not left to our own notions 
of justice, for an answer to the questions 
of the text. We are told in Scripture of 
such as these, that their '^ end is destruc- 
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tion." (Phil. 3. 19.) We have this end 
described to us by language the most 
forcible, by images the most lively, by 
warnings the most alarming. It is ^' the 
blackness of darkness for ever." (Jude 
13.) It is " outer darkness; there shall 
be weeping and gnashing of teeth." 
(Matt. 8. 12.) It is to be shut out " from 
the presence of the Lord." (2 Thes. 1. 9.) 
It is " where their worm dieth not,* and 
the fire is not quenched." (Mark 9. 44.) 
It is ** everlasting fire, prepared for the 
devil and his angels." (Matt. 25. 41.) 

What agony of horror would every one 
of us now feel, if but one out of all who 
are. here assembled, were set forth before 
us as a condemned criminal, just about 
to undergo the sentence of death ! And 
if it were his sentence to be cast into a 
furnace of fire, if with our brother yet 
before us, we were to see the flames 
kindling, and hear them roaring in their 
eagerness to consume his flesh ; how 
would our hearts sink within us, how 
would our bowels yearn over our brother ! 
Oh how earnestly should we intercede for 
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his pardon ! Oh how greatly should we 
rejoice in the least hope of his deliver- 
ance! And what now, if whilst those 
flames were in preparation, we were 
apprized that we ourselves also were in 
danger ? What if we were to be certified 
that we must be put on our trial, that the 
Judge is at the door, the day at hand ; 
nay that the King Himself is coming, with 
power and great glory, and that He 
will give to every man according as his 
work shall prove ? Oh, what searching 
of our hearts would then follow; and 
that not after the manner of dissemblers 
with God ! What bitter repentance for 
our past foolishness ! What fervent 
prayers for pardon, and for help of grace 
in time to come ! 

Let us know then that this is our case, 
we must be judged ; yea, this is the case 
with all men, *' we must all appear before 
the judgment seat of Christ." (2 Cor. 
5. 10.) " Tophet is ordained of old." 
(Is. 30. 3a.) The flames are kindled. 
The day is fixed. The time is short. 
God, who is now waiting to be gracious, 
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will not wait much longer. His law is 
in our hands. His Gospel has sounded 
in our ears. And we must straightway 
give account accordingly. Let us feel 
deep concern for the risk of our fellow 
creatures. Let us earnestly intercede for 
their escape. Let us be alive to our own 
perilous situation. And let us fly for 
refuge to our Saviour. And the more 
we are alarmed by our peril, the more 
we are sensible how great our danger is, 
the more we are filled with amazement 
and with horror, at the very name of hell 
fire, let us be the more full of love and 
thankfulness unto God, for giving unto 
us a Saviour, his Son, our Lord. 

This is one use to which I would now 
apply the warnings of the text. This is 
one chief use to which I would have every 
one of you, in proportion as you grow in 
knowledge and in grace, apply every 
warning, every threatening, set forth in 
the word of God. Think to yourself, 
from this I have been delivered. Think 
to yourself, from this Christ has set me 
free. I have been redeemed. I am safe; 
if I continue in my safety. I have been 
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saved once for all. Ob, how can I be so 
mad as to mn again into danger? Ob, 
how can I be so hard of heart as not to love 
my Sayionr, not desire to glorify his name? 
He was taken that I might escape. He 
died, that I might live for ever. When 
the flames were prepared, He pleaded for 
my pardon. And now, whilst still they 
threaten^ He affords me his protection. 
He laid down his life for mine. He 
suffered in the flesh on earth, that I 
might be glorified, both body and soul, 
in heaven. So great has been my sin, 
so sure my condemnation, that nothing 
less than the death of God's own and 
only Son could save me. So deep rooted 
is my corruption, so many my remaining 
infirmities; that even with Christ dying 
for me I am but scarcely saved. But 
though only scarcely saved, yet saved I 
am. The all sufficiency of my Saviour 
has prevailed against my own unworthi- 
ness. The enemy shall not triumph over 
me. The pit shall not shut her mouth 
upon me. The fierceness of those flames 
shall help to keep me from sinning, in* 
stead of devouring me for my sins. In- 
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stead of enslaving me with fear all the 
days of my life, they shall inspire me 
with the sweet sense of my Saviour's 
love, in dying for my deliverance ; they 
shall make heaven more welcome, if pos- 
sible, to my soul, by reminding me that 
I have escaped hell. 

And then think further, each one of 
you to himself, how deeply am I bound, 
how ardently must I long, to communicate 
these glad tidings, to impart this glorious 
deliverance to all my fellow creatures ! 
This is the other chief use, which I would 
wish you always to be making of the 
terrors of the Lord. Let them quicken 
your zeal in the work of converting sinners 
from the error of their way. Let them 
enlarge your bounty, and enliven your 
diligence, in the many works and labours 
of love, which have been planned by the 
faithful and devout for extending the do- 
minion of the Gospel. Whilst you wait, 
souls are lost. Whilst you delay, hell 
flames are kindling. Will you stand by, 
and see your brother lost for ever? Or 
will you not rather rush in to help in his 
deliverance ? Is he righteous ? Still he 
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is but scarcely saved* He needs the help 
of our example to edify him. He needs 
oar prayers, added to his own, to plead 
for help from heaven. Is he one that 
does not obey the Gospel of Christ ? W here 
then shall he appear, unless in time he 
repent? How may you best help him, 
most move him, to repentance ? 

O ye, who are now in place of safety, 
see that ye (all not back unto perdition ! 
O ye, who are now in the way to perish, 
torn ere it be too late, turn and live; 
turn, or ye are lost for ever ; turn unto 
the Lord heartily, now whilst it is time, 
or ye must be miserable, most miserable, 
to all eternity! O ye, who are aware 
that your peril has been great, who know 
that ye were once rushing onward to the 
flames, and that you have been stopped 
in your mad career only by the undeserved 
mercy of God ; love as you have been 
beloved, help, for you have been greatly 
helped ; love God for He has first loved 
you ; and for his sake, love and help to 
the utmost of your power, every one of 
your fellow creatures ! 



SERMON XIV. 



PERSEVERING TO THE END. 



John 15. 7, 8. 



J(f ye abide in me^ and my words abide in you, 
ye shall ask what ye wUly andit shall be done 
tmio you. Herein is my Father glorified^ 
that ye bear much fndt ; so shall ye be my 
disciplesJ*^ 

I KNOW not of any two things, about which 
I feel more anxious, in parting from you, 
beloved brethren, than these two which 
are expressed in the text ; first, that ye 
should abide in Christ, and secondly^ 
that ye should bear much fruit to the 
glory of God the Father. " If a man 
abide not in me," said Jesus, in the verse 
before the text, '* he is cast forth as a 
branchy and is withered ; and men gather 
them, and cast them into the fire, and 
they are burned." Our blessed Lord had 
been speaking of Himself under the figure 
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of a vine, * * I am the vine, and ye are 
the branches." (Ver. 5.) And when I 
think of what must happen to those 
branches which are cast forth as fruit* 
less, when I reflect on your risk of pe- 
rishing for ever unless ye abide in Christ, 
how can I help most earnestly desiring, 
and most urgently exhorting you, that 
ye continue stedfast unto the end^ that 
ye hold fast your profession of the true 
faith, and persist in the practice of true 
piety ; in one word, that ye pei'severe ? 

But our Lord does not only tell us of 
what will happen to the branches which 
are cast out, to those of his disciples who 
abide not in Him ; He also sets forth the 
gain of those who do abide, the privileges, 
and grace^ and glory, of those Christians 
who having once believed heartily, and 
loved, and obeyed, continue faithful, and 
affectionate, and obedient, to the end. It is 
on these precious promises that I desire 
now chiefly to dwell. It is by means of 
these that I would now endeavour to 
mpye you to abide in Christ ; that I would 
prevail with you to be faithful unto the 
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end, and stir you up to a vigorous endea- 
vour to bear the fruits of righteousness 
abundantly. 

" If ye abide in me, and my words abide 
in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it 
shall be done unto you." This promise 
is large indeed : * * Ye shall ask what ye 
will, and it shall be done unto you." These 
privileges are great indeed, to have access 
unto God, in prayer ; and to be assured 
that if we pray, with faith, to God, through 
Christ, according to his will, we have the 
things that we desire of Him. Which- 
soever way we view our state and case in 
this world, prayer seems to be the very 
chief of all the things that we can do, 
towards attaining to the happiness of the 
world to come. For in order to be saved, 
we must believe. And how can we be- 
lieve, as we ought to do, unless we pray, 
Lord, help Thou our unbelief? (See Mark 
9. 24.) Again, in order to be set on the 
right hand of the Judge, and to be bidden 
by Him to enter into heaven, we must 
have done his will, to have loved as He 
has loved us. And how can we either 
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love, or obey, without God's grace ? And 
in what other way can we apply for 
grace, except by praying for it? And 
what therefore o^n be a more eminent 
advantage, a more inestimable blessing 
than this, that if we ask we shall receive, 
that we may ask what we will, and it 
shall be done for us ? 

Prayer will obtain for us grace sufficient. 
Prayer will prevail with God to soften 
our hearts, to enlighten our minds, and 
to strengthen our purposes. Prayer will 
give us admittance to the armoury of God, 
where we shall be furnished with ample 
means to resist the world, the flesh, and 
the devil. Prayer will open for us the 
door of heaven. And what can I say 
more than this ? Life everlasting, with 
God, in glory ! Oh how do all other 
gains, and all other glories, sink to nothing 
in comparison with this ! Oh what can 
persuade you, if not this, to abide in 
Christ stedfast to the end ? 

It is here taken for granted that you 
have been grafted into the true vine. And 
this, remember, is no small advantage. 
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For though your sin, if you bear no 
fruit, is so much greater, and your con- 
demnation so much more sure, yet your 
opportunity of bearing finiit is now ample, 
you have power to bear fruit now abun* 
dantly imparted ; or at least, if it be 
withheld, it is your own fault. You have 
been grafted in. You have but to abide. 
You owe it to God that you were grafted 
in. But though you will also owe it to 
Him if you abide, still He requires you to 
exert yourselves ; He puts it to you as if 
this were your business ; and yours it most 
undoubtedly is, as far as the utmost of 
your ability will extend. Oh consider 
how great will be your agony of remorse, 
how infinite your shame and vexation of 
spirit, if after having been once in the 
true vine, made one with Christ, and He 
one with you, it should be your lot to be 
for ever cast away ! Oh consider how 
comparatively easy is your course, having 
been once put in the right way, to abide 
therein continually ! Think how much 
ground you have for endless thanks to 
God, that He has called you to the know- 
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ledge of his blessed Son, and admitted 
you into the most intimate communion 
with your Saviour ! 

And know that if you would abide 
therein, your way thereto is prayer. And 
know that this is the fruit of your con- 
tinuing* therein, that your prayers are 
heard and granted. '^ Ye shall ask what 
ye will, and it shall be done unto you." 
For there is no longer any risk of your 
asking that ye may consume upon your 
lusts ; no longer, if ye abide in Christ. 
** Ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall 
be done unto you." For it will now be 
your will to ask for those things, which 
God delights to give. It will be the 
paramount desire of your hearts, to get 
grace on earth, and glory in heaven. 
** Ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall 
be done unto you." For God has pro- 
mised. And He is almighty. He can 
do all that you would desire, and more. 
He is able to do exceeding abundantly 
above all that you ask or think. He is 
more willing to give than you to ask. 
He is the Giver of all good gifts. " Ye 
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shall ask what ye will, and it shall be 
done unto you." Your desires, conformed 
to the will of God, are like his aban* 
dantly fulfilled. Disappointed you can 
never be. For you wish only what God 
wishes, and will only what He wills. You 
put up no prayer, without this act of re- 
signation, " Nevertheless not my will, but 
thine, be done." (Luke 22. 42.) You har» 
hour no regret that is at variance with 
entire trust in God, that He is making 
all things work together for your good. 
(See Rom. 8. 28.) *' If ye abide in me, 
and my words abide in you, ye shall ask 
what ye will, and it shall be done unto 
you." 

But your own gain is not the only con- 
sequence of your abiding in Christ. And 
it ought not to be the only thing, it ought 
not to be the first and foremost thing, to 
be always taken into account, in deter- 
mining to continue stedfast unto the 
end. The eternal salvation of the soul, 
great as that object is, must leave due 
place in your renewed affections, for the 
glory of almighty God. Your desire to 
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glorify Him, your thankfulness to think 
that yon may be deemed fit to minister to 
his glory, this mnst stand even higher, if 
it be possible, in your thoughts, than your 
anxiety to save your souls alive. And 
happy as you find it for yourselves, to be 
delivered from the power of sin, and to 
grow in grace and godliness, you must be 
no less happy, nay rather, more so, to be 
assured, by the voice of Christ Himself, 
^^ Herein is my Father glorified, that ye 
bear much fruit/' 

This is a motive not sufficiently con- 
sidered, we fear, by many even of those 
who are deeply sensible of the inestima- 
ble love of God in Christ Jesus. Selfish- 
ness seems here in some sort still to keep 
its place, in the heart which has given 
itself in earnest unto God. For is not 
this in some sort selfishness, for us to be 
so engrossed with the gain of our own 
salvation, as to give no heed to God's 
glory in having saved us 7 Surely this 
ought to take the lead of all other consi- 
derations. Surely this ought to be a 
thought ever present to our minds, this 



XIV.] Persevering to the end* 241 

amazing, overpowering, thought, that 
God, whom the heaven of heavens cannot 
contain, vouchsafes to be glorified by the 
behaviour of such as we are ! 

O great and gracious Sovereign of the 
universe, how can our poor services render 
honour unto Thee ? How can our faith, 
however lively, and the fruit of our faith, 
however plentiful, minister glory unto 
One who is perfect, as Thou art, in holi- 
ness, truth, goodness, might, majesty, and 
dominion ? No wonder that we are slow 
to entertain this notion. It is far above 
the height of our natural ambition. But 
do Thou, who hast revealed it, as an 
object of our hearts' desire, enable us 
to seek it, and attain to it, and enjoy 
it. Teach us, and make us apt to 
learn, how great an honour this is, for us 
to give honour unto Thee. Turn our 
thoughts from all earthly glory, to this 
glory, the glorifying of Thee. Help us to 
fix our hearts in earnest on this object now, 
that we may become fit, in some sort, 
for dwelling in that heaven, where it will 

M 
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be the chief of our employment to praise 
Thee for evermore. 

Brethren, it is perhaps for want of lay* 
ing to heart frequently and closely this 
animating motive^ it is for want of study- 
ing to glorify as much as lies in our power 
our heavenly Father, it is I say, perhaps 
chiefly owing to neglect of this vital con- 
sideration, that so few seem anxious to 
'' bear much fruit.*' Say now, is this an 
object which you have ever heartily de- 
sired? Have you ever longed to bear 
much fruit of holiness? Is it for this 
that you are longing now ? As your 
thoughts turn around from one thing to 
another, among the many things desirable 
which present themselves, among the 
many things which you meditate on 
doing, among the many things which 
you act over beforehand in your thoughts, 
is this one of the chief, is it one at all, 
this bearing of much fruit, unto the praise 
of God? Among the friends of whom 
you think, and whom you like to think 
of pleasing, do you ever think of how 



XIV.] Persevering to the end. S43 

pleasant a thing it is to please God ? Do 
you study to please Him above all others? 
Do you care more to do his will than the 
will of any one else ? Do you watch 
more to promote his glory than your 
own ? If not, no wonder that you bear 
but little fruit. You have not set your 
heart on bearing it. And if you bear 
but little fruit, and minister but little, or 
perhaps nothing, to God's glory, how can 
it be that you are abiding in Christ ? how 
can you escape the sentence of the fruit- 
less branches, to be cut off from the true 
vine, and cast out unto burning ? 

Let me hope that you will henceforth 
make this your study, to bear much fruit. 
** So," said our blessed Lord, '* so shall 
ye be my disciples." He made it his 
meat and drink to do the will of God. 
(See John 4. 34.) He made it his glory 
to glorify his Father. In order to be worthy 
of the name of his disciples we are bound 
to do likewise. In order to be counted for 
followers of Christ Jesus, we must make 
this our chief object, whilst we walk on 
earth, to do all the good we can for 
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God's sake, yea to do it all for his glory. 
Be not content then, I beseech you, with 
aiming at j ust escaping from eternal death. 
And though thankful if you might but 
just escape, prove your thankfulness, by 
going on towards perfection. Do every 
duty of which you are now aware; as well 
as you are able. Employ much time, 
and thought, and pains, in studying to 
know your duty better, and to do it 
more. Never listen for one moment to 
the suggestion of Satan, that you may 
safely neglect any one duty you know 
of, or that you may safely commit wil- 
fully any single sin ; as if it were your 
gain, so he would have you think, to 
bear no more fruit unto holiness than you 
can help. But know that it is your loss 
if you miss any single opportunity of well- 
doing. Know that it is at your peril if there 
be any one good deed which you might 
have done and have not. Watch there- 
fore for occasions of making manifest your 
love for God by keeping his command- 
ments. Keep them, not only as not count- 
ing them grievous, but also as counting 
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them joyous. Yea, let it be your joy and 
glory to give all the glory you can to God, 
and all the joy you can to Christ, by ful- 
filling all his holy will. 

** So shall ye be my disciples." Thus 
spake OUT blessed Lord ; and I, as his un- 
worthy minister, take God to witness that 
I have not shunned to declare unto you 
this unwelcome portion of the gospel of 
God. I have told you repeatedly that so 
and so only can ye be true disciples of 
Christ ; only by abiding in Him, only by 
bearing much fruit to the glory of Al- 
mighty God. Without faith ye cannot 
obey acceptably. Without obedience ye 
cannot be believing heartily. Without 
abiding in Christ ye cannot bear much 
fruit, ye cannot bear any fruit unto holi- 
ness at all. Without bearing fruit unto 
holiness ye cannot be abiding in Christ. 
Ye must be cast out, and your end must 
be to be burned. But if ye bear fruit, if 
ye bear much fruit, then do ye glorify 
God which is heaven, then are ye true 
disciples of Christ. 

I take God to witness this day that thus 
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I have taught you the truth of the gospel ; 
truth most uDwelcome to the carnal mind, 
but, oh how precious to the Christian who 
abides in Christ ! I pray God that you 
may lay it to heart, and love it, and con- 
tinue in it stedfast to the end. Be ye 
not of them which draw back unto perdi- 
tion, but of them that believe to the saving 
of the soul. (See Heb. 10. 29.) Be ye 
not of them that think only of saving their 
ownselves, but of them whose hearts long 
earnestly, and whose hands give largely 
to promote the salvation of their brethren. 
Be ye not of them which think only of the 
gain of man in the redemption which God 
wrought by Christ Jesus, but of them 
which think also of God's glory, yea, of 
them which are very jealous for the ho- 
nour of their Lord. J^et not that honour 
be hindered, as far as you can help it, by 
any act or word or thought of yours. 
Let not men see in you any backwardness 
to serve God. Let not God see in you 
any coldness in loving Him. Love Him, 
for the love wherewith He first loved you. 
Love God for his own sake. Glorify God 
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for his own sake. Love Him and glorify 
Him, and persevere in serving Him faith- 
fully unto the end, for the sake of his 
dearly beloved Son, our Lord and Savi- 
our Jesus Christ ; to whom, with the Fa- 
ther and the Holy Ghost, be all honour 
and glory, henceforth, for evermore. 



THE END. 
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